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I- 

The ?era, from whifch it is my intention bocrk 
to deduce the following narration, is the w^ 

• AUG 

jsecond consulship of Servius Galba, when W. 
Titus Vinius was his colleague in office. ^. ' 
Of the a-ntecedent period, including a 
space of flight hundred and twenty years (a) 
from the foundation of Rome, the history 
has been composed by various authors, 
who, as long as they had before them the 
transactions (ft) of the Roman people, dig- 
nified their work with eloquence equal 
to the subject, and a spirit of freedom 
worthy of the old republic. After the 
battle of Actium, when,.* to close the scenfe 
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BOOK of civil distraction, all power and authority 
v^-v^ were surrendered to a single ruler, the 
^'922,^' historic character disappeared, and ge- 
^^' nius died by the same blow that ended 
public liberty. Truth was reduced to the 
last gasp, and various circumstances con- 
spired against her. A new constitution 
took place, undefined, and little under- 
stood. Men resigned their rights, and 
lived like aliens in their native country. 
Adulation began to spread her baneful in- 
fluence, and a rooted hatred of their am- 
bitious masters rankled in the breast ,of 
numbers. Between both parties, one pay- 
ing their court, and the othet brooding 
ever public injuries, the care of traiismit^ 
ting due information to posterity was ut- 
terly lost. It is tme^ that, against the 
seductions of the time-serving writfer you 
iniay be upon your guard; but, on the 
other hand, spleen and calumny are de- 
voured with a greedy ear. Flattery wears 
a badge of servitude, while malignity 
Speaks the tone of independence, andi is 
therefore well received. With regard t6 
the writer of the following work, he can 
with truth aver, that Galba, Otho, and 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF TAcnxnsL 



Vitellius,. wejje neither known to him by book 
marks of favour, nor by personal injury. ^ 



The foundation of his fortune (c) waa laid gg^ 



A. u.c. 

822. 
A. D. 



by Vespasiftn, advanced, by Titus^ and ^^ 
carried higher by Domitiah. Th^, fact 
must not be dissembled : but the historian, 
who enters on his office with a profession 
of integrity, must not desert the cause of 
truth. No character should be touched 
with partiality ; none should be disfigured 
by passion, or resentment. Of Nerva and 
Trajan (d)^ if my health continues, it is 
my design to compose the history; it is a 
fstyourite plan, rich ii^ materials, and every 
way safe. I have reserved it for the evening 
of toy days;/ a glorious period! in which^ 
tharough the rare felicity of the tiniea, a 
maa^may think with Ireedonl, and what he 
tiiinks he may publish to the world. 

II. The subject now before me presents 
a series of great events, and battles fierce 
8Uid bloody; a portion of time big with 
intestine divisions, abd even the intervals 
of pc^ce deformed with cruelty and horror : 
the ^hole a tragic volume, displaying, in 
succession, four princes (a) put to death; 
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BOOK, three civil wars (bj ; with foreign enemies 
a greater number, and, in some conjunc- 
tures j both depending at once; prosperity 
in the East, disasters in the West ; Illyri- 
dum thrown into convulsions ; both the 
Gauls on the eve of a revolt ; Britain (c^ 
conquereij, and, in the moment of con- 
questv ilost again; the Sarmatians and the* 
Suevian^ fdj leagued against the Romans ; 
the Dacian name ertnobled by alternate 
victory and defeat ; and, finally, the Par- 
thiatis taking the field Under the banners 
of a pretended Nero fej* In the course 
of the work, vre shall see Italy over- 
whelmed with calamities ; new wounds 
inflicted, and the old, whi^ time had 
eloeed, opened again and bleeding afresh; 
cities sacked by the enemyj or shallowed 
up by earthquakes (f)^ and the fertile 
country of Campania made a scene of de- 
solation; Rome laid waste by fire; her 
antient and most venerable temples smok- 
ing on the ground ; the capitol fgj wrapt 
in flames by the hands of frantic citizens; 
the holy ceremonies of religion violated ; 
adultery reigning without controul ; the 
adjacent islands filled with exiles ; rocks 
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and desert places stained with clanrdestine book 
murder, and Rome itself a theatre of hort- w^^ 
ror ; where nobility of descept, and splen^ 'q^, 
dour of fortune, marked men out for.de- qq^ 
struction ; where the vigour of mind that 
aimed it civil dignities, and the naodesty. 
that declined them, were offences without 
distinction; where virtue was a crime that 
led to certain ruin; where the guilt of iih- 
formers, and the wages of their iniquity, 
were alike detestable ;. where thCjSacfir^ 
dotal order, the consular dignity, .the.go-^ 
verument of provinces /hjy and .even the 
Cabinet of the prince^ were seized by that 
execrable race^ as their lawful prey ; where 
nothing was ^cred, nothing safe, from, the 
hand of rapacity ; where slaves were sub^ 
cmied, or, by their own malevolence, ex- 
cited against their masters r where freed-^ 
men betrayed their patrons ; and he, who 
had livied without an enemy (0^ died by 
the treachery of a friend* 

III: AwD yet this melancholy periody 
barren as it was of public virtue, produced 
aome examples of truth and honour. Mo* 
thers went with their sons into voluntary 
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BOOK exile; wives followed the fbrtuae of theit 
husbaDds ; relations stood forth in the 
cause of their unhappy kindred ; sons .ap4 

^^* peared in defence of their fathers ; slayes 
on the rack gave proofs of their .:6delityj 
eminent citizens, under the hard hand 6£ 
oppression, were reduced to want and 
misery, and, even in that distress, re^ 
taihed an unconquered spirit. We shall 
see others firm to the last, and, in theii 
deatJis, nothing inferior to the applauded 
characters of antiquity. In .addition to 
the naisfortunes, usual in the .course of hu* 
man trani^ctions, we shall sefe the eaf tb 
teeming with prodigies, the sky overcast 
with omens, thunder rolling with dreadful 
denunciation, and a variety of prognostics^ 
sometimes auspicious, often big with terror^ 
occasionally uncertain, dark, equivocal, 
frequently direct and manifest. In a word, 
. the gods never gave such terrible instruc- 
tions, nor, by the slaughter of aimies^ 
made it so clear and evident, that, instead 
bf extending protection (a) to the empire, 
it was their awful pleasure to let fall thdof 
vengeance on the crimes of an offending 
people. • . ' 
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IV, BefcTre we take up the thread of book 
our narrative, it will not Jbe useless to en-^ k,.^^ 
quire what, in that period, was the state of ^'gg^,^* 
affairs at Rome, und what the^ spirit that ^^' 
went forth among her armies; how the 
provinces stood affected, and wherein. GOOr^ 
sisted the strength or weakness of tint km^ 
pire- By proceeding -in this manner, we 
shall not content ourselves with a bare 
recital of facts; which ar^ often ascriblifl 
to chance : we shall see the spring of each 
transaction, and a regular chain of dauses 
and efifects will be laid open to bur view; !/ 

- . , -. . 1 ;- • ,-; ./ :. "; - : /> . 

- The death of Nero; in the first tumultl 
of emotion,' w^as considered as a pubho 
blessing ; bat the ^nate, the ' people of 
Rome, the praetorian guards, and the lei 
gions, wherever stationed, were variously 
affeeied by that event A new politital 
secret was then for the first time dispoveredi 
It was pierceived, tliat elsewhere tha,n at 
Rome an ^emperor might be invested witK 
the sovereign power. The fathers seized 
the opportunity, during the absence of a 
princie yet new fa^ to the rans of govern^ 
iient, to iexerdse their ancient rights, 
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BOOK pleased with the novelty of freedom, and 
the resumption of their legislative autho-*- 
ritj. The Roman knights caught the 
flame of liberty. Honest men began to 
entertain hopes of the constitution. Such 
as stood connected with families of credit^ 
and the various clients aqd fteedmea of 
illustrious men driven into e^iile, 'were all 
erect with expectation .of better times. 
The inferior populace, who loitered away 
their time in the theatre and the ciifeus; 
the slaves of al^ndoned characters, and 
the sycophant crew, . who, without subt 
stance of their own, had been pampered 
by the vices of Nero ; all of that descrip- 
tion stood covered with astonishment,, yet 
panting for news, and eagerly, Swallowing 
thte rumour of the day. ' 

V. Thb praetorian guards (a) had been, 
by habi^ and the obligation of their oath, 
always devoted to the imperial family. 
Their revolt from Nero was not so much 
their own inchnation as the management 
of their leaders. Acting without principle, 
they now were ready for new commotions. 
The promise of a donative in the name mi 
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» 
Galba was still to be performed. They book 

knew that 'war is the soldier's harvest, v^-v^ 
Peace affords no opportunity to gain the g^i. 
recompense due to Valour; and the favours ^^/ 
of the nfew prince would be engrossed by 
the legions, to whom he owed his eleva- 
tion. Fired by these reflections, and fur- 
ther instigated by the arts of Nymphidius 
Sabinus (b), their commanding officer, 
whose ambition aimed at the imperial 
dignity, they began to meditate a second 
revolution. 



The conspiracy Was crushed in the bud, 
and Nymphidius perished in the attempt. 
But the soldiers had thrown off the mask, 
and the sense of guilt served only to goad 
and spur their resolution. They talked 
of Galba with contempt and ridicule ; 
they laughed at his advanced age; 
they inveighed against his avarice : and 
the rigorous discipline fcj by which he had 
acquired his military character, inflamed 
the prejudices of men, who had been 
enervated by a long peace of fourteen 
years. During that time, the dissolute 
manners of Nero diffused a general 
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jBOpK copruption, insomuch that the virtues, 
which formerfj gained the affe6tion of the 
army, were fallen into contempt. Nero 
was endeared to the! soldiers by his vices. 
Galba, on the contrary, was renderfed un- 
popular by the austerity of his manners. 
He was used to say, that he chose his sol- 
diers, but never bought them. The maxim 
was worthy of the old republic, but no 
ioaan thought it an effusion from the heart. 
His conduct and his words were too much 
at variance. 



VI. GaI/Ba, being now in the decline 
of life, resigned himself altogether to 
,Titus Vinius (a) and Cornelius Laco ; the 
former the most profligate of men, and the 
iatter despised .for his slu^sh inactivity. 
By those pernicious ministers he was in- 
volved in the popular hatred due to their 
own flagitious deeds. The wickedness of 
Vipius, and the incapacity of Laco, proved 
\n^ ruin in the end. He iha)ie his approach 
to Rome (h) by ^low journeys, in his pro- 
egress marking his way with blood and 
cruelty. Cingonius Varro, consul, elect, 
anij Petronius Turpihanus,\.of consular 
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funky were, by his orders, put to death ; book: 
the former, as an accomplice in the enter- ww 
prise of Nymphidius, and the latter, be- 'ggg. ' 
veause he had been appointed to command ^^' 
the army under Nero. They were con- 
demned unheard, and, for that reason, 
'thought the innocent victims of a bar- 
barous policy. 

Galba's entry fcj into the city of Rome, 
after the massacre of several thousands of 
unarmed and defenceless soldiers, struck a 
general panic. The people at large were 
thrown into consternation, and even the 
men^ who executed the orders of their ge- 
neral, stood astonished at the horrors of 
, the scene. Rome, at that time, was filled 
-with a prodigious body of troops, assem- 
jbled from various parts of the empire. Be- 
sides the forces drawn from the fleet (d), 
and left as a garrison by Nero, Galba, 
when he entered the city, brought with 
.him 3a legion from Spain, To these must 
fee added thte fej several companies froiti 
Germj&ny, from Britain, and lUyricuto, 
widch had been sent forward towards the 
(GasfiiaQ streights (f)j to serine in the war 
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BOOK then intended against the Albanians. In a 
short tin^e afterwards, on the first notice 
of the revolt excited in Gaul by the tur- 
bulent genius of Vindex (g)^ they wei'e aH 
recalled ; and the consequence was, that 
Rome saw within her walls the unusual 
spectacle of a vast military force. In so 
large a number of soldiers, not yet de- 
voted to the interest of a single leader, 
the seed-plots of a new rebellion were 
prepared, and ready to break out on the 
first alarm. / 

VII^ It happened, at this point of time, 
that an account arrived of two murders, 
committed at a distance from Rome ; one 
of Clodius Macer in Africa, and the other , 
of Fonteius Capito (a) in Germany. Ma-. 
cer, beyond all doubt, was eijgaged in 
schemes of ambition, and, in the midst of 
his projects, was cut off by Trebonius Gar- 
rucianus, the procurator of the province, 
who had received his orders from Galba. 
Capito was put to death by Cornelius 
.Aquinus and Fabius Valens, on a like sus- 
picion of plotting innovations in the state. 
But the charge against him was by no 
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means clear, ti^ had the emperor issued, book 
his^ orders. The general opinion was, that ^.v-^. 
Capito, however branded witb avarice^. ^'g^\^' 
rapacity, (and other vices, had hot added ^s^* 
to his crimes the. guilt of rebdlion ; but 
that the authots of his destruction^ having 
first endearbur^d tadraw hini into their 
own designs, comtMned to execute on an 
innocent victim • the vengeance due to 
their own iniquity. ; - . 

Galba, with his usual facility, or, per- 
haps, wishing to avoid the danger of ^an 
inquiry into what could not be recalled, 
thought it prudent to give his sancdiori to 
the acts of his officers, howeterunjugtmid 
crueL Both executions iietere,'iiotwith^ 
standing, the subject : of ' public dlamour .; 
the usual fate of all tanpb^ular .princies': 
their actions, whenr ^the cwrpnt of the . 
times is set against them, ai|e taken in the 
grossly And, whether good^ <>crr evil, con- 
demned without disti^nction; Venality and 
corruption were now fully established* 
The ^empCTor's freedriien engroi^sed the 
whdle power of the^state, and eveiy thing 
was put up to sale^ Even the slaves, Iq; 

VOL. V. c 
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BOOK haste to grow rioh, aod feswing %lm, nn^^^-. 
taintjr of an old's man Hfej begant tt^ 9?!^ 
their .share ef the plunder,. 1^ Qew ^t>vff% 

^0^' opened witk aQ the vices of Nerq's Kiigpbi 
but without the same apolog^r.. The a4-i 
vanced age (bj of Galbd- wast a subject ^ 
ridicule. Dissipation, at his tioete of Uff^ 
excited laughter and contempt, App^r-. 
ancesk are the reasons of the pc^^ilaQft:: 
they were accustomed to the j«iu^hful tff/h 
lies of Nero» and in their comparison of 
princes, elegance of %ure. ^d thege^ees^ 
«£ deportnusnt are deeaslve qualiti^ 

YIII.. Suqit was tj^e post^fe of a^ini ^ 
BxNue,. and suck the sentiaa^^ls th^t; pc^-r 
vaded the mass of the people, Withj;?^ 
guad to the pronnoes, S^^ma w<^ gorv-eoMSfl 
b^ Clufrius Rufu«| faj, a maa dlstisgijiisl]^ 
bjr his, eloquence^ ani} w^l acic^infdifh^ 
ni the arta> of peaces biut pf im> r^p^t^U^i^ 
i«i! war. In botj^ the O^uH. tho mm^. 9i 
¥j«dex was still held in reneni^GR^;; anA 
the people, pleftsed wiibh their HfK^nt .«^ 
aissittQ u> ^ freodoQi fbj .of R^mo, mni 
^ dititiauticMi of Ihfir tribute^. slww9dj|# 
[' sgan\ptoiii9 of disaibction. lo ^93;tpai^ 



•V 
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however, whick lay contigabus to the( book 
German armies, the inhabitants of ^the^.w^^ 
several cities saw, with discontent, that 'sSl.^* 
thej were not thought worthy of the like ^q^' 
indulgence* Some of them cotnplained 
that their territoiicsi were ctrcumscribeid 
within narrower Hmits; and, in vul^r 
minds, the good exisended to others was 
an aggravation of the injury dime to them** 
selves. ; 

Hie legions in^ Germany did not show 4 
countenance that promiaed a ^ertfect calm^ 
The restless temper of the soldu&rs^ by 
their laie victory {cj flushed with pride^ 
yet dreading the imputation of having 
conquered Galba^s party, was thrown into 
vicdibnt agitations, by tnras inflamed with 
rajgCy and overwhelmed with fear. From 
auch a numi>er of soldiers^ who had the 
perwer of the sword in their own handa, 
aoti^ftn^'.bujfa dagger was to be a|>pve* 
hdidraL/iThey badanced Son aofme time, 
before they detaefaied; theoQsdveS' from 
Nerotjiinto ^i^ Verginiftis^ thi^ mmtmiiA'* 
m^iof&eBf\ decki^e inimtedrateiy for.GaU^. 
Wbetdwo tioett tardy moyemeirt wars ocest-^ 

c2 
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BOOK sioned by his own ambitious projects, can- 
s.*^^ not now be inown. The soldiers, it is 
^gVsi.^* certain, made him a tender of the imperial 
%?' dignity. The death of Fonteius Capito 
was another cause of discontent. Even 
such as <x)uld not deny the justice of the 
measure, exclaimed against it with indig- 
nation. While the minds of men wei*e: 
thus distracted with contending passions, 
Galba thought fit, under a show of friends 
ship, to recall Verginius (d) from his post. 
The legions had now no chief at their 
head, and, if the conduct of their general 
was arraigned, they considered themselves 
as men involved in the same accusation. / 

y IX. The legions on the Upper Rhine 
were ill retained in their duty by Hordeo- 
nius Flaccus, an officer far advanced in 
years, without vigour of mind, disabled in 
his limbs, and^ by his infirmities, exposing 
himself and *old age to scorn. Undqual 
to the command even in quiet times, he 
was now, in ^ camp full of bold and tur- 
bulent spirits^ unable to support hi& au- 
thority. . His end^Lvours to enforce obcH 
dien^e served only to irritate thie imndsi df 
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men disposed to mutiny. On the Lower book 
Rhine, the army had been for some time ^^-^ 
without a general of consular rank, till ^8«f. 
AulusjVitellius faj^ son of the person of ^^' 
that name who had been censor, and three 
times consul, was sent by Galba to take 
upon him the command. Thiis to Galba 
seemed sufficient, and the Fates fbj or- 
dained it. ' . 

In Britain every thing was quiet The 
legions stationed in that island had no 
party-divisions to distract them. During 
the civil wars that followed, they took no 
part in the contest. Situated at a distance, 
and divided by the ocean from the rest 
of the world, they did not catch the epi- 
demic phrensy of the times. They knew 
no enemies but those of their country, and 
were not taught by civil discord to hate 
one another. Illyricum remained in a 
state of tranquillity, though the legions 
drawn by Nero from that country found 
the means, while they loitered in Italy, of 
tampering with Vergiiiius. But the armies 
were at distant stations, separated by a 
long tract of sea or land ; and that cir- 
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BOOK cumstancc proved the best expedient tf^ 

wvw prevent a combinatioii of the military. 

'^■4^5' They could neither act with a spirit of 

^i^' union, nor, by communicating their vices, 

iipread a getieral infection through the 

legions that lay remote from each other^ 

X. The East was hitherto free from 
commotion. Licinius Mucianus govern** 
ed the province of Syria with four le- 
gions under his command. He was an 
officer of experience, distinguished, in the 
early parts of his life, by alternate vicissi- 
tudes of good and evil fortuned In his 
youth the favour of the great was the ob- 
ject of his anibition, and in that pursuit 
he wasted his fortune. His circumstances 
growing desperate, and a storm impending 
frdm the displeasure of Claudius, he re- 
tired into Asia, and there lived in obscu- 
rity, as little removed from the state and 
<jondition of a real exile, as he was ^teiv 
wards from the splendour of imperial for- 
tune. He united in bis character a rare 
and wonderful mixture of repugnant qua- 
lities. He was affable and arrogant ; ad- 
dicted to pleasure, and by fits and »taris 
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«'id[iui oi bubiiMm. Whim at leisure frc^u boo|c 
affairs, he gave a loose to his luxurious y^-^ 
passions ; if his interest required it, he ^'^2.^' 
came uj^n mankind with superior talents. ^^* 
Tlie minister was praised, and the private 
man detested. The art of conciliating the 
^06d ii^ill of others was his in an eminent 
<li^iBe« With his ixiferiors he knew how 
to soften authority ; to his friends afid 
equah his address was courtly ; end yet, 
with these attractive arts, ^ a main so va- 
TiouB wM fitted tif raise cithers. t6 the impe- 
nai d^ity^ than to obtain it for hiois^^ 

l%[e war agai^t the Jews had been 
ebmiaitfeed bff Nero to flavitis Vespasian, 
wlio was then in Judtea at the head of 
tbta^ legions^ That commander had 
fonned no design, nor icven a wish, against 
the interest of Oalba. He sent his son 
TituB ta Borne, as will, be seen hereaf- 
ter (^a^), with congratulatiotis to Galba» and 
assurances of fidelity. It was not then 
perceived that the sovereign power was 
dei^ed, by the decrees of Heaven, for 
Vei^paskiA and his two sons. After his 
aeeeMion^ portents and prodigies, and the 

Digitized by Google 




24 THE HISTORY 

BOOK responses of oracles> were better under** 

stood. V , 



XI. ^GYFT, and the forces stationed 
there to bridle the several provinces, were^ 
according to the system established by 
Augustus, confided to the Roinan^knights, 
who exercised all the powers of the an- 
cient kings. In order to keep in subjec- 
tion a country difficult of access, abd.at 
the «ame time a granary of com ; where 
thie genius of th^ * people (a)^ . deeply/ tinged 
with superstition, /Was ever wavering and 
prone to change ; where there was no plan of 
regular government, and,- by consequence, 
no re8f)ect paid : to the civil Magistrate; 
it was the policy of Augustus ^^o retain the 
administration, like a mystery of states in 
his own hands, and under his own calnnet 
council. In the present jimcture fi^, Ti* 
berius Alexander^ a native of the country, 
was intrusted with the government of the 
province. . ' . 

Africa^ and the legions, quartered there, 
were, «nce the murderof Clodius Macer, 
grown indifferent to all modes of govern- 
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ment Having experienced the authOTity book 
of an inferior master, they wefe willing to v^^-yll^ 
submit to any prince. The. two Maurita* ^'^^* 
nias ^c^, Iftetia,Noricunii,^d.Thr400,,with ^q^' 
the places committed to the c^fe o^timpe- 
rial procurators, had no . fixed pfiti€i|)>le^ 
no hatred, and no affection, but vh^at was 
inspired by the force nearest ^t, hai^d. 
They wei^ always .united ii; ppinipi) with 
the strongest. The prpvinp^s, which were 
left naked and defenceless, £^nd Italy in 
particylaf, were open. to. the first invader, 
the ready prey of a^iy cojuqueror. ; Such 
wa$ the sitii^^tion of the Roman, world, 
when ServN^ Galba, in hb second cqnsul- 
ship,;and Titus Vinius, iis colleague, began 
thjfeir yea? ; a fatal year, which brought 
thf^m both to a tragic catastrophe, and the 
CQcnmon^irealth to the brink of ruin. 

. XII. Imt a few days after the calends of 
Janu^ary, Jetters Arrived at Borne from 
Pompeius Propinqaus, the procurator of 
Belgic Gaul f a^ with intelligence of a re* 
volt m Upper Germa[ny. The legions in 
that quarter, disregarding the obligation 
of their oath, shook off all obedience, and 
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loox demanded Another emperor; willmg^how'- 
*— C-»^ ever, to soften the violence of their pro- 
W. tseedingfif, ^md, for that purpose, to leave 
^ <he ohoice to the jiadgement of the senate, 
tmd the Eoman people. The use that 
^Jalba made of this intelligence was, to 
iiaftten the adoption of a successor; a 
f)oifit which he had for sohie time revolved 
kk his mind, and often discussed with his 
secret advisers. During the few montlis 
of his reign, no subject had so much en- 
grossed the public conversation. The 
people, always politicians, and fond of 
settling «tate afl^irs, gave a loose to their 
usual freedom of speech ; and, besides, aft 
emperor on the verge of life made it na- 
• tural to advert to the succession. Pew 
were able to think with judgement, and 
fewer had the virtue to feel for the pubHc 
good. Private views and party connec* 
lions suggested various c;andidates. Dif- 
ferent factions were formed, and all in- 
trigued, caballed, and clamoured, as their 
liopes or fears directed. Htus Vinius did 
not escape the notice of the public. He 
grew in powei^ every day, and the hatred 
of the people kept jmce with his rising 
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gnuadeor. In the sudden elevation of Gal- 
ba^ this man and his adherents, with all 
the creatures of the court,' 8aw their oppor- W * 
tunity to enrich themselves with the spoils ^. * 
of their country ; and, encouraged as they 
were by the facility of a weak, a credu- 
lous, and superannuated prince, they were 
Tesolved to lose no time. In such a pe- 
riod the temptation was great, and guilt 
might hope. to plunder with impunity. 

XIII. The whole sovereign power was 
in the hands of Titus Vinius, the consul, 
and Cornelius Laco, the praefect of the 
praetorian guards. A third favourite soon 
appeared on the political stage, with a de- 
gree of influence not inferior to either of 
the former. The name of this man was 
Icelus (a)^ one of the emperor's freedmen, 
lately created a Roman knight, and, to 
suit his new dignity, honoured with *he 
name of Martianus. The three confiden- 
tial ministers were soon at variance. They 
clashed in interest, and, in all inferior 
transactions, drew different ways; but in 
the choice of a successor they were di- 
vided into two fectioi»s. Vinius deds^ed 
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BOOK for Marcus Otho: Laco and Icehis jcMuaud 
v^-^ in opposition to that ' measure, not. » so 
%s«.^' much to favour. a friend: of thdr own^.as 
^^' to thwart the designs of a riyaL« Galba 
was not to learn the close connection* that 
subsisted between Vinius and Othd. The 
busy politicians, who love to pry into 
every thing, arid . divulge all they know, 
and all they think, had circulated a report 
that reached the ear of the emperor. Vi- 
nius had a daughter, at that time a widow ; 
Otho was unnaarried, and a match between 
them would make the minister the father- 
in-law of hi§ future emperor. 

Galba resolved to act with caution, and 
with due regard to the public welfare. 
He saw the sovereign power wrested out 
of the hands of Nero, but wrested in 
vain, if transferred to a man like Otho ; a 
stranger, from his earliest days, to every 
fair pursuit, and in the prime of manhood 
distinguished by nothing but riot and de- 
bauchery. It was his taste for luxury aiid 
vicious pleasures, that first recommended 
. him to the notice of Nero. He vied with 
his master in all kinds of dissipation, and, 
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in cohisequence of that connection, be- book: 
came the worthy depositary to whom the s-.*v^ 
prince intrusted the care of his dearly be-^^'g^;^* 
loved Poppaea (bj, till such time as Octavia ^^P* " 
was, by a divorce, removed out of the way. 
But Otho's fidelity soon became suspect- 
ed, Nero's jealousy could not bear a 
rival.; He sent his favourite companion 
to govern the pirovince of Lusitania, and, 
under that pretext,, banished him from 
Rome. It is true that Otho, in the course 
of his adininigftration, gained, by his mild 
and courtly mariners, no small degree of 
popularity. In the late revolution, he 
was the first to espouse the interest of 
Galba. While the war lasted, he conti- 
nued an active partisan, and, by his splen- 
did appearance, did no small credit to the 
cause. Hence his hopes of being called to ^ 
the succession. The soldiers favoured his^ 
pretensions ; and the creatures of Nero's 
court promised themselves, under a sove^ 
reign so nearly resembling their master, a 
retum of the same vices. , 

XIV. Galba saw, with deep anxiety, a 
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BOOK stiOm gatheraig in German j» and where ift 
K.J^ would bnrst he could not foresee. Of Vi- 
^'^/^* tellius and his designs no certain account 
^^- aarrived. The revolt of the legions filled 
him with apprehensions, and be reposed 
rio confidence in the prastotian guards* 
The nomination of a successor seemed, m 
such a crisis, to be the best expedient; 
and for that purpose he held a cabinet 
counciL Besides Vinhis and Laco, he 
thought proper to summon Marius Cekus^ 
cotisml elect, an4 IHicemnus Geminus, die 
pirsefect of the city. Having prefaced the 
business in a short speech concerning bis 
age and infirmities, he $ent for Piso Lici*^ 
nianus (a) ; wheiiher of bis own free ckoice, 
or at) the instigation of Laco, remaina 
uncertain. That minister bad lived in 
friendship with Piso. Be contracted an 
intimacy with him at tfae^ houscfv^of Rnbel*- 
liite Plaiitus,^^ tbou^ he had now the ad* 
dress to conceal that ooonectioii^ al^cting,. 
with pubiio motii^res, to recommeaid a: 
stranger. To this, conduct,, the feir &^ 
teem, in which Piso was held, gav0 an 
appdsoianice of . sinKsefity^ Piaa was > \the 
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s(m of Marcus Crassusi and Sciibonia, Booja 
both of Mlustnous descemt. His asped^ v«<->r^ 
was grave, and his deportoieBt formed; W. 
such as gave an idea of primitive man^ c^ 
l&ers« By the candid and impartial he 
was called strict and severe ; by his ene- 
mies, morose and sullen. With g^eait ex^ 
cellences, he had a mixture of those q^e^ 
lities that are often the shades of eminent 
virtue; but those very shades^ which 
9eemed to others too dark and g)o<»ky, in 
the eyes of Galba were the strokes of cha- 
ractei, t^at gave Piso a cast of antiqiiifty^ 
and iPAade him woiithy to' be the? adopted 
heir i(^ih& eiapire^ 

XV. Gaj;ba, we are told, taking Fiso 
by th/9 haivl, addresised him in ^hi$. §oGm^ 
kkg tpannf^ : " If the adoption wU^h I 
" aq) noyf to make, were, like the a^jb of a 
^* prii?^ citizen,, %o be acknowledged, as 
" the/law Qurka^f (^} dipects, in the pre* 
*• s€^e of the pontifFfi, I shouM derive 
** ^jtfnoiwr to myagjlf from aiak alliance with 
" .4 person descended from the !gt»art 
V/Poflapey and Ma«cu? Crp^suSii: and, in 
*i r9tur% you w<;Muld add tq . thetMobilifcy of 
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BOOK **' your own family the iustre of the* Slit- 
v-i^^ ^^ pibian and Lutatian name. 1 now ad- 
W. ' " dress you in a more exalted: characten 
"*€&?* ^' I* is- the emperor of Rome that speaks. 
"Called by the consent of gods and men 
^* to that . high station, I am now deter- 
** mined in my choice by your rare a(> 
" complishments, and the love I feel foif 
^ my country. I invite you to the impe- 
. " rial dignity; that dignity for which our 
" ancestors led armies to the field; and 
" which I myself obtained dh battle. 
" Without your stir I now make to yoii a 
" voluntary offer. For this proceedings I 
" have before me the example of August 
^* tus, who associated to himself, fir^t his 
** sister's sott Marcell us, and then Agrippa 
*• his son-in-law, his grandsons afterwards, 
"and,' finally, Tiberius, the son of his 
** wife. Augustus, indeed, look^ for an 
^^ heir in his own fiimily; I ch6ose\in the 
** bosom of the commonwealth.' If,\^pbn 
^* such an occasion, I could listen to\pri- 
** vate affection, I have a numerous thin 
" of relations, and I have , companions p 
** wat. But it was not from motives ^f 
pride that I accepted the sovereignty 4f 
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^ the state : ambition had no share in my boo* 
** ccmdoct. I 'brought mih me to the v— ^iw 
•* seat of government an upright int^n- ^'^.^'^^ 
•*'tion;)ahd that I now act on the same ^^* 
*^fp?indple« may be fairly seen^i^when;^ in ' 
^*my>pres«it dhioiee, I postpone not oiily 
•* my own relations;, but eveta those. ;of • 
-^ your own family. You have albiother, 
^ in point of nobility 'your - equal r by 
?* pricOTty of birth your superior ; and, 
**^ if yotir merit did not supersede him^ 
•*'a mdn worthy of the highest eleva- 
^'tion. 

s^* Youi^reinow" at the time of lifeiat 
^* whidteithe pa^ions. subside.' Youc for- 
*^ itaer dondtict requires no apology, y For- 
" tune has hitherto (^Z>^. frowned upottjyou: 

you must now bewaire of.'her smiles; 

Prosperity tries the human heart with 
•> the deepest probe, and idrawsfoithz the 
"Hidden' character.^ We) stiruggle: with 
^f.adversity, but success .disayiife: us. \ I 

.trust, » however, tliat:.*y6la) will> cajflry 
'^-witfc you, to theahighest; statldn, :the . 
<'"t5ando»r of your <mtnd, ychir good.feith, 
*^;your independent ispkit, ahd your; corf-' 
^ sta^y in friendship; vijrtuds that exalt 

VOL. V. p 
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|KX)K ^[ nnd digiiufy tlue human chsinieter ; but 
wCw ^^ the arts of ixtsidioiis men will lay skge 
^ Jj* a u ^ yonj, Ij,^ qualities, and undermine 
^^ ^ them alL Dissimulation will deceive 
^^ you i flattay will find admifisioki to your 
^ heart; and sel^^interest^ the bane of aH 
^ true affection, will lay snares to sednce 
f* your int^rity. To-day you and I con- 
*• verse witibout disguiiae, in terms of plaii< 
"simplicity: how will others deal with 
t* us ? . Their respect will be paid to trat 
*^ fortunes, riot to ourselTCS. Ta.talk the? 
" language of sincerity to a prince, and 
" guide him by honest counsels, is a labo- 
** rious task: to play the hypocrite fe- 
•* quires no more than to humonr'i^ in-* 
** cfinations, whatever they arc. It is the 
^^ ^mace of friendship: the heart has n^^* 
" share in the business. 

XVI. "It the mighty fabric ^f,tlii« 
^ great erafnre could subsist on any >oiher 
^ fonndatioQ than* that of a mcntar^^y, 
^ tte ^ory of restoring, the old repnblie 
^ should this day be mine. Bot, «t my 
*^ a^, all that remains for me as to be- 
*^ queath to the people an able socpeasarr 
^ jour youth may giye them a yiotaouif 
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^ pitoce. TJiuier Tiberius, Caligula, and jtoQK 
^^ Claudius, we w«*e all the property of vJt^ 
•* Que fftUiUy, By hereditary right the ^'aS.^' 
f^ jBomau wofld was theiri The prince ^^• 
** is jww elective, and the fve^dom of 
^ ichoiee.is liberty. The Julias and th« 
*♦ Clmi^mn race are both extinct> and 
^ yirtne. va»y now succeed by adoption* 
V To be bono the wn of a prince is 
** the rtmlt of chance ; iwankind con- 
^ rider it in* no high^ light. The method 
*• of adoption allowiji time to deliberate, 
^ and the public voice will serve as a 
*^ guide to direct the jydgemeziit of the 
*^ emperor. Let Nero be for ever before 
*♦ yom eyes : proud of his long line of 
^^ ancestors, and watm with the blood of 
^f tbe C»mrf, he did pot fall by the r^ 
*^ voJt of ,Vindex» at the bead ^f a prc^. 
^' Tiiice.> isftbed and disarwedj nor ^ae 
^ bfc dep«8fi4 by me, who had pnJy one 
** legion utidej Hiy copiroa^d: his owa 
5^ vices, his own cr^etfty^, hurled^ hiia fo?m 
*^his tbrooe, po in<;Mre to 4;raffliple ^a the 
*^ oeetos of m?inkind. Of a prince cour 
*^ detnned J>y a public seuteopp, tk^m 
** vafr till then no eiCfWnple. 
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" As to myself, raised as I was bj the 
" events of war, and called to the sove- 
" reignty by the voice of a willing peo- 
" pie, I know what I have to expect: 
" envy and malice may pufsue me, but 
"the glory of doing good shall still be 
** mine. After the storm' that lately shook 
" the empire, you will not wonder that SL 
^* perfect calm has not succeeded ; and, if 
" two legions waver in their dutj^ your 
** courage must not be disconcerted* My 
^* reign did not begin in the halcyon days 
^^ of peace. Old age, at present, is the 
" objection urged against me: but when 
" it is known whom I have adopted, I shall 
" appear young in my successor. New) is 
still regretted by tjfe vile and profligate: 
that good men may not regret him, it 
will be ours to provide by our future 
" conduct; More than I have said th^ 
" time will not admit; if I have made a 
" ptoper choice, I hav6 discharged my 
"duty. One rule, however, there is wof- 
" thy of your consideration. In all qued- 
" tions of good and evil, ask yourself, 
" wTien^ you were a subject, what did yoii 
" expect from the jprince, and what did 
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** you wish him to avoid? It is not at book 
** Rome as in despotic governments, v,^X/ 
** whqre one family towers above mankind, ^'^i^' 
^\ and their subjects groan in bondage. ^^* 
** You are to reign over the Roman peo- 
ple ; a people whom no extreme will ' 
suit : when in ifull possession of liberty, 
^* enemies to their own happiness ; when 
** reduced to slavery, impatient of the 
" yoke.'* To this effect Galba delivered 
himself, little doubting but that he was 
then creating a prince : the courtiers con^ 
sidfered it as a complete legal act, and 
paid their homage to their future sove- 
reign. 

XVII. During the whole of this solemn 
trapsaction, Piso, we are told, never lost 
the even tenor of his* mind. From the 
fipt moment all eyes were fixed upon him; 
yet, on his part, no emotion was seen, no 
symptom of joy, no surprise, no confusion. 
He addressed the emperor, now his father^ 
in terms of profound respect, and spoke 
of himself with reserve and modesty. His 
mieQ and countenance never bety^^yed the 
smallest inward alteration. He behaved 
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BOOK n^ith the apathy of a man who deserr^d td 
v^^ reign, but did not desire it. The next eoA- 
^'m.^' sideration was, in what place the adoption 
%^' should be announced ; in the forum htlforfe 
an assembly of the people, in the senate, 
6T in the camp. The latter was tlk6ttght 
most eligible : the artoy would feel the Com- 
pliment; the affections of the soldiers, 
though of little value if purchased by 
bribery and low intriguCj are, notwith- 
standing, when they are gained by fair 
and honourable means, always of moment, 
and never to be neglected. Meanwhile, 
the populace rushing in crowds from every 
quarter, surrounded the palace, burning 
with impatience for the important, news, 
and growing still more eager in proportion 
to the delay of the profound politicians^ 
who affected an air of mystery, when thei 
secret had already transpired. 

XVIII. On the fourth of the ides of 
January the weather was uncommonly 
tempestuous, accompanied with heavy 
rains, thunder and lightning, and all the 
uproar of the elements, which usually 
alarms the superstition of the multitude. 
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^n- andent times thia phenomenon would book 
have beeii sufficient (a) to dissolve all pul> v..^ 
]ic assemblies: but Galba was not to be ^'^. 
deterred from his purpose. He proceeded ^^ 
to the camp, regardless of prodigies, which 
he considered as the effect of natural 
causes; or, it may be, that what is fixed 
by fate cannot by human prudence be 
avoided. A vast conflux of soldiers as- 
ftemUed iii the camp. Galba addressed 
tbem in a short speech, such as becomes 
the imperial dignity. He told them that, 
in conformity to the example of Augustus, 
and the practice of the army, where each 
soldier chooses his companion in war fbj^ 
he had adopted Piso for his son. Fearing 
that his silence on the subject of the Ger- 
man revolt might tend to magnify th^ 
danger, he added, that the fourth and 
eighteenth legions were, by the artifice of 
a few factious leaders, incited to tumult 
aod disorder; but their violence went no 
^itirther than words, and he had no doubt 
biit they would soon be sensible of their 
error. Such was his plain and manly lan- 
guage. He added no flattering expressions, 
no soothing hopes of a donative.. The 
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BOOK tribunes, notwithstanding, and the cem^ 
v.«^^ turions and soldiers who stood nearest .to 
B99. ' his person, raised a shout of appmbation, 
^6^* ThrQugh the rest cff the lines a deep anti 
sullen silence prevailed. The men sawi 
with discontent, that, on the eve of a war, 
they were deprived of those gratuities 
which had been granted in time of peace, 
^nd were now become the soldier's right. 
The emperor, beyond all doubt, had it in 
his power to secure the affections of the 
soldiers. From a parsimonious old nian 
the smallest mark of liberality would have 
made an. impression. But in an age tbajk 
could no longer bear the virtues of the old. 
republic, rigid economy was out of sea* 
son, and, by consequence, the worst of 
policy, 

XIX. From the camp Galba proceeded 
to the senate. His speech, like that to 
the soldiers, was short, unadorned, and 
simple. Piso delivered himself with grtoe 
and eloquence. The fathers heard him 
with -attention; some. with real affection, 
and others, who in. their hearts opposed 
his^ interest, with ovicracted ?eal; while 
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the neiitrai and indifierent (by far the fiooK 
greatest ntimber) made a tender of their 
Services^ all with private views, regardless 
of their country. This was the only pub- ^^ 
lie act in which Piso appeared. In the 
tkne that followed between his adoption 
and his death (an interval of four days) he 
neither said nor did any thing that merits 
the attention of history. 

Affairs in Germany began to wear a 
gloomy aspect. Messengers upon the 
heels of one another came posting to 
Rome; and in a city where men stood 
athirst for news, and swallowed the worst 
with avidity, nothing was seen but hurry 
and confusion. The fathers resolved to 
treat by their deputies with the German 
legions. In a secret council it was pro- 
posed that Piso should set out at the head 
of the embassy, that the army might have 
before their eyes the autiiority of thie 
senate, and the majesty of the empire. It 
was^^furtheil thought advisable that Laco, 
the praefect of the praetorian guards, 
should accompany the deputation ; but he 
declined the office. Nor was the choice 
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SOCK of the'ambasstadero t^aily arraiiged* Th^ 
whole was left to Galba's judgement, and 



^^.^' he execQted it with caprice arid shamefal 
^f' indecision. Men were appointed, and 
removed; others were substituted, and 
changed again ; some excused thibniselves; 
numbers, as fear or ambition prompted, 
made interest for the prderence, or fof 
permission to remain at home* 

XX. The meahs of raising money came 
next under consideration. Various exp^-* 
ents were proposed, but none appeared so 
, just, as that of making reprisals on such as 
by their rapacity imjioverished the oom^* 
monwealth. Nero had lavished in pensiom 
and donations above two apd twenty mil- 
lions of sesterces* The men who had en- 
riched themselves by this wild profusion 
were allowed to retain a tenth part faj of 
the plunder, and condemned to refund 
the nest. But their tenth part was no 
longer in their pos^ssion. Prodigal no 
less of the public money than of their own, 
they had squandered all in riot and de- 
bauchery. They had neither lands nor 
funds of any kind. The wreck of thdir 
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forttifies consisted of little more tfaah the book 
utet[«rils of Itfxury, vice, and folly. To en- v.,-^ 
force iire6tti»p^tion of all enormotis grants, ^g?^.^ 
a court of commissioners was established, ^^* 
consi^ng of thirty Roman knights. This 
tribunal, odious on account of its norelty, 
and stiH more so for its number of officers, 
diid the spirit of cabal that prevailed in 
every part of the busine&s, was found vexa^- 
tiotis and oppressive. The auctioneer 
planted his staff in every street ; the pub- 
lic criev was heard j sales and confiscations 
were seen ; a general ferment spread 
through the city. And yet this scene of 
distress M^as beheld with pleasure. The 
mm who had been pillaged by Nero, saw 
the miftiotts of that emperor reduced to a 
level with themselves. About the same 
time several tribunes were discharged from 
the service- In that number were An- 
tonius Taui«B and Antonius Naso, both of 
the pttttbtinn gimrds I ^milius Facensis, 
fr&Mi the city cohorts, and Julius Frouto, 
from the uig^t-watch* But this, so far 
from being a remedy, served only to alarm 
and irritate the rest of the officers. They 
CMcli^d flitat »U were equally suspected. 
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BOOK and that a timid court, not d^riogvgjt.oncc 
to go the length of its resentment/ would 
proceed to cull them out man- by man. 

XXL Otho, in the mean time, felt 
every motive that could inflame ambition. 
In quiet times he bad nothing before him 
but despair; trouble and confusion wei* his 
only source of hope. His luxury was too 
great for 1:he revenue of a prince (a)y ahd 
his fortune was sunk to the lowest ebb, 
below the condition of a private man. He 
hated Galba, and he saw Piso with an eye 
of envy. To these incentives he added 
real or imaginary fears for his own persona] 
safety, and in those feafs he found new 
motives for rebellion. " He had felt the 
*^ weight of Nero's displeasure; and must 
" he now wait for a second Lusitania? 
" Was he to expect, under colour of 
f^ friendship, another honourable banish- 
" ment? Theiman whom the public voice 
" has named for the succession, is sure 
*' to be. suspected, by the reigojing prince. 
" It was that jealousy that ruined his iii- 
" terest with a superannuated eropetor; 
'* and the same narrow motive would act 
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witk greiater force on> the miad of a mm 
young man (b) , by. nature harsh, and in v-^v^ 
" his iexile grown fierce and savage. Otho 'agi. 
*^ was, perhaps, already doomed tode- ^^^ 
" sthiction.' But the authority of Galba 
" was on the decline,. and that of Pi^ iu>t 
" yet established. This ^ras, therefoBet 
" the time to strike a sudden blow.' The 
" convulsion of states, and the chang^ 
" of: masters, afford the ^ true season fof 
" courage and . vigorous enterprise. In 
" such a period, when inactivity is certain 
" ruin, and!bold tenjerity may be crowned 
" with success, to linger in doubt might 
" be the ruin of his cause. To die is the 
" common lot of humanity. In the grave, 
" the only distinction lies between those 
" who leave no trace behind, and the lie* 
" roic spirits who transmit their names 
" to posterity. And since the same end 
"; awaits alike the guilty and the innocent, 
" the man of enterprise will provoke his 
" fate, and close the scene with glory/' 

XXII. The mind of Otho was nol, likfe 
his body fnj^ soft and effeminate. His 
ftlaves and freedmen lived in a couyse of 
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BOOK luxury, unknown to prhrste familieflr; 
^^J.^ They jittered their mooter's tasie ; tfaey 
^*^.^' painted to him in lively coloucs the joys of 
^^' Nero's court, and the perpetual round of 
gay delights in which he had passed his 
days; they represented to him adnitery 
mthout control, the choiee. of wives and 
concubines, tamd, scenes of revelry scarce- 
ly known to Asiatic princes. These, if 
lie dared nobly, they represeated to him as 
h» own; if he remained inactive, as the 
prke of others. The judicial aslxologens 
added a spur to inflame his ardour. They 
aiii>aunced great events, and to Otba a 
year of glory. Society has, perhaps, never 
known a more dangerous pest than this 
race of impostons, who had been ever 
ready, with vile infusions, to poison the 
hearts of princes, and to stimulate am- 
bition to its ruin ; a set of perfidious men, 
proscribed by law, and yet, in ddiaace of 
all law, cherished in such a city as Rome. 

It was with this crew of fortune-tellers 
tlmt Poppsea held consultations when she 
aspired to the imperial bed. It happened 
that one of these pretenders to pretenia# 
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tnml knofvied^, b «^ of tlie.n^ 
Btcimnjj, accompanied, Oiho into Sfmo. 



He had. there foretold that, Otho ^yould "^^.^ 
RurviFC the reigQ of Nero j aud theiCffeiit ^^* 
giving crcdit to hiB art,^ he took iipoo Uiii 
lo prbiQise greater things.. He fijtw Galh* 
iMi the verge' of life,, and Otho ini'tbe 
vigour of. h«i days. Prom that eii)cuin^ 
dtanoe, and thecurmate of pc^mlar ruxnoinr 
that jfiUed the citj of Roibe^i this man, dreW 
im conjectures, and ventaf ed. to anooanoe 
Othp"^ elevation to tifte.impedal dsgokjr. 
These bodings 'were ^nreloome tp the.^ajr of 
Otho: he considecesd th6m as theefiEbcl:^ 
^enoe^ and jbdieved tJae i^hole, with; that 
credaliij; which, in a mind infibmied with 
amhitton, stands r^adj.to receive the.mar^ 
vdlous for reality, from this time^. Pto^ 
4eniy was the chief actor in the dark 
fioeties that followed. He inspired ^ 
plan of treason, and Otho embraced it 
with impetuous ardour. The heait that 
has formed the wiidi, and conceived the 
prefect, has ^ddom any scrapie about the 
iiietais. 

XXIll. Wii£TH£R this bold conspiracy 
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wok was, then first imagined, or prepared and 
s^tled long before, cannot now b^ known. 



A U' C • 

^99^ ' It 15, however, certain l^at Otho had been 
^ in the habit of courting the aifections of 
the armj, and this, either withi a .view- of 
-being called to the succession, of^ -if. n^ 
with a design to seize it bj force. He 
omitted no opportunity to ingratiate, him*- 
self with the comjnonvmen ; on their ,maarch^ 
in the lines, at their quarters, he madeiit 
his business to converse freely j??itl^ all ; he 
a^co^ted the veterans by name, and, re^- 
tneiQbering their service under Nero, 
catled them his brother^soldiers ; he rei^ 
iiewedhis acquaintance with . sonxe; he 
in quired, after others, and with his intereat 
and this .purse was. ready to be their friend; 
In these disicouisses he took care to mirij^e 
complaints, and, with half-hinted malig4- 
ni ty , to glance ^ at . Galba. He omitted 
nothing that eoul3 !fiU the vulgar min4 
with discontent. The soldiers .were pre^ 
paVed vto reoeir^re > the ; worst: irnpressi<msv 
Erftiguing marohes^, provisions ill supplied, 
and a plan of rigorous, discipline lateij 
revived, turned their hearts against the 
teigtii^g^prifnce- THiey had known gentlei: 
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times, wlieo, at their ease, they traversed book 
the lakes of Campania, and went on sail- v^nX^ 
iogrparties to the cities of Acbaia; but "'^'gg^.*'' 
now the scaie was changed to the Alps, ^^' 
the Pyren6aiis, and long tracts of country, 
where they were to march under a load erf 
armour scarce supportable. 

XXIV. While the minds of the Sol- 
diers were, by these means, thrown into vio- 
lent agitations, Masvius Pudens, a near re- 
lation of Hgellinus, added fuel to the flame. 
Whoever was known to be of a light and 
versatile disposition, in di8tre$s for money, 
or fond of public commotions, .this matt 
attracted to his party. He sapped hi* 
way with a degree of dexterity, as un- 
perceived as it was successful. As often 
as Galba was entertained at Othp's house, 
he distributed to the cohort on duty a 
hundred sesterces for every man, under 
colour of an allowance for their usual con- 
vivial party. This generosity, which pass- 
ed; lender the name of a largess, was in- 
creased by the secret, but well applied, 
iHibety of: Otho ; who became at last a 
i^ruptor so bold and open, that, when 

VOL. y. B 
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;gooK Cdceekis Fvocokwy a soldier of tke. body- 

x>^ guards va» ^gagfd nq » Ktigatioa i«^ 

^'i^,^* one of hi0 neigMxMTs aboot the boimd»BC8 

^^' «f their respeetxve groondsy Otho boiigfat 

the whole estate of the aidvesse partf , and 

^omreyed it tc the s(^dier as a piesent. 

And yet these practice gate no jnilo«r^ 

to the commander of the praetorian bands. 

'fa peaetvate daik trantactioiis vk& s4^ far 

Sf0t& being his talent, that he could not 

«ee what e0«aped do eye but b» ovm, 

XXV. Otho took into- hi» eotmcxh): one 
43f hts- freedxnen, by aaiae Onomaflns. 
Tlus ram was chosen to eonduet the ew' 
Osrpiise. He selected for his accotiipMce», 
Barbias FVoeulu9, whose duty it was to 
bear tiie. wateh-word to the Big)yt-guax«l> 
, dfiid one Veturius, his chosen assistant. 
0(^ soonded ikeeok apart; and fiodiog 
lliem fit instraments for his porpoees, 
snbtle, dar}c, and resolute, he loaded t^em 
both wi^h presents, and- dismissed ^em 
with a sum of money, to be em^^oyed hi 
bribing the rest of the guards. In i!bk 
manner, two soldiers undertook to dispose 
of the Boman empire, atid what Aey iwa* 

I , 
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dtAookr tlMy dated to execote. A fesnr book 
iitd^ xr^re conscjuran of the plot. The resty ^' 



tboe^h bdld in suspense, were mofisged ^^f^' 

with suds dexteritj, that they stood m, ^^ 

xsadiacsa, as socu ds the Uotr was strtii^ky 

t& d«ieo0d the cifindpinitorfr. The; sol(tieri 

of 0ot«i were told, thdt hating been dio-i 

t&«ii|»bh^ by NymphiditK) they lived> nfi» 

A^ngeff suspected^ aod ejtp<>sed to the' 

T&ieiktmtiA of Oalbai 1^ lo% (^ the 

dottativ«, $o 4^teii' protdifiied^ and still 

iHithheld^ WJl« the lic^ eftfotced, to if i* 

lAtftte the flihids 4>f the common' tA&ty 

}4ti<nbe'ra ktnented the k^s 4iif Neto^ dn^i 

1ftf» ai^Mieable vides- 6if thM dis^n^« itiga. 

All were averse fi^om the i!«ew ])ldtt of di^ 

ix^baef and th6 idea of a further reforni 

KXVI. Ti!if£ $>^iriidf di^a&ctbn spread^ 
a^ ii #^fe by dtttiia^iont t&> t\m ki^om 
tixA the' auxitiaty trbops, all SallMtlAtiy 
4gitetetJ by the revolt in Gerdlaa^y. Th^ 
^l^'aikl ppoffigate werie ready for any mis* 
ehi)6f, and among the fe^t- of Sober con* 
dwcfi inactivity was no better than treason 
nk'-diiguisc. The conspirators saw their 
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BOOK advaatage, insomuch that, on* the daj^ 
st^.^ etisuing the ides of January, they formed^ 
^'a«.^' a resolution to take Otho under thieir care^ 
^^' as he returned from supper, and, with:^ 
oiit further delay, proclaim him emperor; 
This project, however, did not take effect* 
Jn the darkness of the night, and the coii-^ 
fusion inseparable from it, no man * could 
answer for the consequences. The city 
was full of soldiers; and among men in- 
flamed with liquor, no union, no con« 
certed rpeasure, could be eipected. The 
traitors desisted from their purpose, but 
with no public motive. The general weU 
£sire made no impression on men, who had 
conspired to imbrue their hands in the 
blood of their sovereign. What they 
chiefly feared was, that the first who 
offered himself to the troops from Ger- 
many and Pannonia, might by. those 
strangers, and in the tumult of the dark, 
be mistaken for Otho, and saluted by the 
title of emperor. The plot, thus checked 
for the present, began to transpire, and 
must have been by various circumstanjces 
|[)rought to light, had not the chief; cpn-j 
aspirators laboured to suppress all app^ar-i 
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anc^s of lurking treason. Some fa4:ts, book. 
however, reached the ears of Galbsn but 



the folly of Laco explained every thing^'g^J^ 
away, ah4, by consequence, the emperor ^q^ 
vas lulled into security. The pnefect of 
the guards had no knowledge of the mili- 
tary character. Nothing could open the 
eyes of a man, who opposed every mea- 
sure, however excellent, which did ', not 
oiiginate with himself. By the perversity 
of his naiture, he was always at variance 
with talents and superior judgement. 

' XXVIi. On the eighteenth day before 
the calends of February, Galba assisted at 
a sacrifice in the temple of Apollo. In the 
midst of the ceremony, Umbricius the 
auguf, after inspecting the entrails of the 
yictuns, announced impending treason, 
and a larking enemy within the walls of 
Rome. .Otho, who stood near the empe* 
ror, heard this prediction, but interpreted 
it in his own favour, pleased with omens 
that promised so well to his cause. In 
that moment, Onomastus came to inform 
him, that his builders and surveyors were 
waiting to talk with him on business* Thisi 
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fiooK as" had been concerted, v^m a fiSgiial,>(ihat 
sj.,.^*^ the conspirators were refedy to throw off 
^aJk^ tjje mask, and strike the decisiva blon^, 
Otho quitted the teipple, having first told 
such BH, wpndered at hiB sudden departure, 
that, being on the point of purchasing 
certain farm-hou^s, not in good repiaar, 
he had appointed worikmen to exanaiqe 
the buildings before he concluded his bar^ 
gjsiin. H^^ving made that feigned exoi|se# 
he walked off, arm in arm, with his frded-i 
man ; . and, passing through the ' palace 
formerly belonging to Tiberius, went di- 
lectly' to the great market-place, called 
the Velabrum, and thence to the goldeti 
mllQtpillar (a) near the temple of Saturn. 
At that place a small party of the pras-f 
torian soldiers, in number not exceeding 
three and twenty, saluted him epiperor* 
The sight of such an insignificant handful 
of men struck him with dismay ; but his 
partisi^ns drew their swords, and, placing 
him in a litter (f))^ carried hina off iii 
triumph. They were joined in the^r way 
by an equal number, sonie of them aCf 
eomplices in the treason : others, in yifon* 
der and astonishment, hurried along bj 
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y^ their swords^ d»d rending the air with vv^ 
Mee}«0iatioii9^; pqrweid tJwiir i^cmrgei irhik ^£2.* 
mufifbers fpllowed in profound sileace, d«^ ^ 
termined to sm the ismie be£wre they took 
a dedded part. 

. XXVIIL J^tius Martialis, a imli*- 

taarj tribane, was at that time conuxiaiid^ 

ing' pffioer in the camp. Amazed at a 

ti»aK)ii.so.bold and dating, and perhaps 

imagiuing that it extended wider, he made 

j» attempt to oppose the torrant. Hit 

inactivity had the appearance of a coa^ 

federacy in guilt. The rest of the tri* 

bunet^ and centuiions followed the &aax^ 

KAe ;of ' oauticai, in their solicitude for 

their own safety losing all sense of honoixr 

9ffA of every public principle. Sucfa^ 

ia that alarfiiiiog crii^s, was the disposition 

0f tln^ camp : a few seditious incendiaries 

dared to attempt a revolution; more 

wished to see it, and aH were willing to 

acqaiesce. 

XXIX. Galba^ in the mean time, ig-^ 
Borant of aU^that passed, continued in the 
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BOOM; temple, attenlivc to the sacred rit€»v ^^d 
ysp^^ with his prayers fatiguing the gods of' an 
^'& empire now no longer his. Intelligence at 
^^' length airived, that a senator (who by name 
no man could tell) was carried in triumph 
to the camp, Otho was soon after an^ 
nounced. The people in crowds rushed 
forward from every quarter, some repre- 
(renting the danger ^ greater than it was, 
ethea-s lessening it^ and, evfen in ruin, still 
retaining their habitual flattery.- A comi;^ 
cil was called. After due deHberatiori, it was 
thought advisable to sound the dispositions 
ef the cohort then on dufy before the 
palace, but without the iMterpoi^tk>ii of 
Galba: His authority was to be ifeserved 
for the last ex:treinity. Piso called the 
men together, arid, from the steps of the 
palace, addressed them to. the) folio wing 
purport: " IV is now, my fellow*sdldieiB^ 
" the sixth day since T was made by adop- 
**^ tion presumptive heir to this gi^eat esii* 
^* pire. Whether I was called to a post 
" of honour, or of danger, was more than 
" I could then foresee. The offer was ho- 
•* hoarable, and I accepted it ; with what 
" advantage to niy own fatoily in partir 
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^ cvtteTr GfT tz> the commonwealteb at latf e, book 
•^ it will be ycnirs to determine. - For i«y- v«p>^ 
^ self, I haye nothing to fear. Trained ifi ^m.* 
** the school of adversity, I now perceive ^q^ 
*^ that the smiles are no k^ dreadfol than 
*• the fmwcis of fortune. Biit for ftiyself f 
♦* fed no Goncein : Ifeei for the sitttaiioft ' 
oi mi a^d father; I feel for the §d^ 
nate ; I feel for my country. The lot of 
^ all three will be grievous, whether we 
^,fall this'^ay by the haitds of assassins, or, 
** wliifeh to a generous nlind is no less af* 
** dieting, fitki ourselves obliged to shed 
^* the blood of our fellow-citizens. In the 
^ Hte revolution, it was matter of j6y 'to 
^ all good men, that the cit}^ was not dis* 
*^ coloured with Roman blood, and that, 
** 'Without eivil discord, • the reins &f go- 
** vemnient passed into other hakids; To 
f* secure the satee trariquilhty was tlie ob- 
^ ject of the late adoption . By t^t med- 
^ sure, Galba had reasrtn to think tliat he 
^ closed the scene of war and civil conii 
" modon. . . ' 

^ XXX. " I WILL neither mention thie 
**" nobility of my birth, nor claim the nierit 
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^wiu* ^:*» oecessity to .call onr virtuosi to our 

^^ ** ^' "I^ "^Jc^ <^^ ^ man* «rcn then, 

" wh^O; be was the fmnd, lor mthci: tfa« 

* pmidw^ of Nero, wicre tiie mia: of hw 

^ ^ coofllxy. Inthtae vices beplaoea til:his 

-V glory. And jhall ji life of tiebaiiclwy, 

^ -shall that^esiijiat^ air, >iid that soft 

^«oUcitude ^a/fw gay appar^, :^vci an 

.V«iBp©F0r to the EomaQ -worJd? Tbcyv 

l*,wbft wj«6Sh- profusioii to pass for. Hbe*- 

^ mlity, will in tifla« pwceive thdr einior. 

f^Otfhp may »qu*oder, but to beestow » 

^^ot =in hw character. What thick you 

I'-are the objeots that now engioss hk 

** thoughts? What are hi» vie\^ts? What 

*' dofs he aim at ?, Scene« of luxury, Iww* 

^ les^ gysatificatioBs, carousing festivals', 

*^and :the einl^a«cs of la«civiouf woroea-, 

*< are tberimaginatioos of bis h«Burt> Th^se 

** with him are imperial pleasi^es, the 

** flights, of wvereignty. The joy will be 

" his : it will be yours to blush for your 

" new master. In the whole catalogue of 

** thewj daring usurpers, who by their 

<* orimes have risen to power, is there an 
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** itfstatoe of one who made utooenieHikt by book 
** his virtues? U there » n»» who gained v->^/ 
*^ an «Bpiite by iniquitj, aod govrani^d it ^'^.^* 
♦f with moderation ? . ^^' 

^^ GalbR Avai^ raised by tbe^ ¥tace of a 
^* villin^ people to Ks present ^toation t 
*< 1»$ inclination^, wad your eoiiAeiitf .have 
^^ added me to the Hne of the Gwsars; 
** But after «1J, if .the coroiwon wealth, tfie 
^* ^entute^ and the people, are no better 
^^ than mere empty names, ^et let me ask 
^^ yoii, my feUow-soldieni, will yon pinffer 
*^ a lawlesa crew to overturn the govern- 
*^ ment ? From the worst and most abanr 

doned of mankind will you receive an 
^ emperor? The legions, it is troev hitve 
** at different times mutinied against thieir 
♦* generals ; but your fidelity has never 
♦* been questioned. Nero abdicated j yon 
^^ did not desert him. He fell witibout 
^* your treachery. And shall thirty ruf^ 
*♦ fians-^thirty did I say ? their number 
^ is less— shall a wretched handful of 
*^ vile conspirators, whom no man would 
^^ suffer to vote in the choice of a tribune 
^ or centurion, dispose of the Boman 
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** empire at their will and pleasure ? Will 
^^ jou estabJish &uch a precedent? -and, 
^■8^\^" ** by«fttiabli^i«g-it, will you become ac- 
^^^ " complices in the giiilt? The example 
will pass into the provinces ; confusion 
and anftrehy will be the fa*al coftse- 
**: iquence: Galba may Ml; aind I may 
*^fpemh vfith him; kmi the calamities' of 
** a civil war m^ust remain for, you. By 
'* tburdering your prince you may eartt 
•*' the- wages of iniquity ; but the reward 
^^'-of' virtue will not be less. Judge 
** which is best, a donative for your innoii 
** cence, or a largess for murder and ?e^ 
^^ bellion/' 

' XXXf. During this harangue, the 
soldiers belonging to the guard withdre^\r 
from the place. Tlie rest of the cohort 
showed no sign of discontent; Without 
noise or tumult, the usual incidents of se- ^ 
dition, they displayed .their colours ac- 
cording to the military custom, and not, 
as was imagined afterwards, with a design 
to cover, by false appearances, a sei4:led 
plao .of treachery .and revolt. Celsus Ma- 
rius was sent to use his influence with the 
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fyree%ftQin'I\\yniim^ at that time encamp book 
ed.uoder. the portico. jof: Vipsanms ^a). v,«v^ 

A IT 1^ 

Ocders .were likewise ;given to Apmltus "att* * 
SeoQDUs and Domitius Sabinus, two centu«i>' ^/ 
ribns of the firet rank, tD draw from this? 
temple of Liberty the! German, soidiers 
quartered in that place. TThe hgMn^ 
draughted from the. marines, was not to be 
trusted. They had seen, on Galba's entry 
into Rome, a cruel massacre of their' com- 
rades, and the survivors, with minds ex- 
asperated, panted for revenge. At the 
same, time, Cetrius Severus, Subrios Dex^ 
ter, aad Ppmpeius Loriginus, three military 
tribunes, made the best of their way to the 
praetorian camp, with an intention, while 
the ferment Avas still recent, and before a 
general fiame was kindled, to mould the 
ihmdfl .of.the men to a pacific temper* 
Subrius and Cetrius were repulsed with* 
menaces. Longinlis was roughly handled* 
The soldiery took away his weap^ons, un-* 
willing to listen ;ta a mail, whom they 
ccfnsidered as an officer, promoted; out of 
his tmro, by the favour jof Galba,caod, for 
ttotixfiaspn, faithfulto.his prt^p; ^Tbe ma* 
lite .db^on, witliQut; hesitation,, joined the 
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sqoK pr»tofia& nalccmteiits. The dcteahment 
front the lUjiian army eau^t the kifeo^ 
tioil^ aild obliged Gebas tD feltre ujuddif 



A.U.& 



^' a skower of datts . The Veteraos fiOM 
G^niaiiy renkaiaed fijr scttnci tinier ill 
suspctoK. Tbejr Ind been stoi bj'Ncsm 
tio Ate&aEBdria ; but^ being ifcalled in 9 
short time afterwards, thej reiurhed tb 
BottK in a distressed ebnditioiiy wdra imt 
with toilt. and ireakiraed by sicknett dn^ 
Hng their Vibrjragie* Oalba attended to 
tiiar irants^ «id^ in Order to recrcnt tkeit 
strength), telttiinistered seasotiable relief 
The' soldiers felt the genorosity 4air, tbi 
princ6» and graithude was niot yet eflbded 
froitii theiif minds. 



XXXIL Tat populao^ in ihd 
time^ with a crowd of slaves intermixed^ 
Ytished irtto the palace, demaading ^eir<« 
gsance on the head of Otbcv and his pa** 
tioans. The ckmoiiv was loud and dmioi- 
iiwlt, like. thaA of a nA>ble m i^e eimiis 
«i ami^hitheatre, roaring fai Ike pubho 
sports^ or scAoe jxw spectacles The irhd^ 
tras oddduqted wiihout prindple, witfeHrdt 
judgement^ or fmcetity ; ^tnd, hdksk Hm 
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<^mm tff ^y« the same ntoittlw werv «f>eii 900K 
to btttv) fi» ^ reverse of what tiney de- t.*^ 
sired in 1^ momiag. To b© ,tesud^ with ^i^ 
•houte tt»d vociferation, let who wiU be ^1^ 
tiie n^igmng prince, hm l)««n in nil agCi 
tite zeal (tfthe vulgar. Galba,- in the fnea;A 
tinte, bcddficed between two opposite dpi- 
tnom. Ti«ifs Vinins ira» foi^ M9 #effl^ifiH 
i«g i* the palace. " The slates,'' he i&id, 
** ttA^% h6 eetmedt and adl the wiffmies 
** 8do**ed. The prince should by no 
** riteans Cjepose himdclf to a frantic mob. 
** Due tin^ should! be allowed for these- 
dititotts «o repetit, and fcrt good men to 
fonof a pkm of mdoOf and concert tbeit 
measures^ Crimes succeeded by hurry . 
and sudden despatch: h(»test ommeis 
•♦ ^n rigour by delay, Sbooidl it be 
** bereafKer proper to saAly forth, that esr- 
** ped&ent would be still in reserve ; but if 
** ORce haearded, the error wouM be: geeft 
•• too late. The prince, in that case,froufd 
*• be in the power of his enemies/' 

XXXIII. It WAS ai^gcded on the other 
i\mtiAi ** t^at the esigcmcei eallod for vigo- 
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^4/ THEHMTORY 

BOOK ^* reus measures. Before the c^mpincy 
v-,.^ " of a few traitors gained an accession. of 

AUG 

*82«. ' " Strength, one brave exfertioq mighty prove 
'%?* " deciisiye. Confront the dangpi;,^ an4 
" Otho will shrink b?ick with terror and 
" dismay. It is not long since he w^njt 
." forth by stealth. He has been; joined 
." by a few. ince^didries, and hurried away 
" to a camp, where no plan is settled J but 
" now, while Galba's friends remain inac^ 
^*V tive, he assumes the sovercigp, and hai 
.*• time to learn Jiow to play hii part. 
.** And shall we linger here in cold debate, 
" till the usurper, having mastered the 
'** camp, comes forth to invade the forum, 
*^ arid, under the eye of a lawful prince, 
^* ascends the capitbl ? In the m0aQ tijne, 
". must our valiant emperor rem3.in trem^ 
** bling in his palace, while his warlike 
" friends barricade the doors, preparing, 
** with heroic resolution, to stand a siege'? 
" But, it seems, the slaves are to be arn*- 
" ed; arid they, no doubt, will render 
" effectual service, especially if we ne- 
^* gleet the people now ready to support 
" our. cause, and suffer their indigils^tiori 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF TACITUS. Q5 



"to evapftflsite without striking a fcdow. booh 
"What ;is • dishonourable is alwajB dan- — '— 



A U Cm 

" geiou9. If we must fall, let us bravely 'sn. 
" iii«et our fate. Mankind wilL applaud ^o? 
" ojar tv^lour, and Otho, the authoitfcdDmq 
" rui«^9 ^iU be the object of: public detteh 
" tation.'' VimuB maintained his Ibrnier 
opinion^ Xaco opposdd him ^itM^rratdithy 
and even with violent menaces. In this 
Icelus was the secret prolnpter. '- That .fe- 
vourite bated the consul, dndi ina.mdnient 
big with dagger, .<}hos0 tOv gratif)r! i little 
and ^ narrow spij^it^at the expeiiae of dab 
emperor and the public. ' • 

. XXXIV.' Galea adopted what' ap- 
peared to him the most specious and most 
prudent ^advice. Piso, notwithstanding, 
was s^nt forward to the camp. The pre* 
sence of a young man of high expectation, 
and lately called to the first honours of 
the state, might give a turn to the passions 
of the army. He was besides considered 
as ;the enemy of Vinius. If, in fact, he 
did^not hate him, the enemies of thfe mini- 
ster wished it ; and malice, imputed to the 
mind of roan, is easily believed to be a 

VOL. V. p 
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feOQK natdfal passion, f^iso was hardly g6iie 
forth, ^bm a nimour prevailed that Otlio 



^'^r vto skill in the canip. The report^t first 
^^ tras Vague and onoertain, but, like ^ ith- 
poFtlait Jite, gathered as it weht> a»d gFe\^ 
ittt6 credit* It ivas canfirmed hj tnofii who 
avcned tfiatthey wem eyewitnesses ^n tfie 
^pot, and !saw the blow given. The tale waB 
we)c<nbe to n great raany, and thfe credulous 
iswaitowed it without farther kiquiry- It 
)ras afteiwards thought to be a political li^, 
fiamed by O^o'^ ft»nds, who mingled in 
tbe crowd in opAer tx> ewtice Galbta ftom 
his palace. 

XXXV. TfiE ctty resouaded widb ac- 
clamations. Not only the "VDlgar ^and 
ignorant multitude were tmnlsporbed be^ 
yond all bounds, but the kttigbts atid seua<^ 
tors were hurried away with 4iie toiarent; 
they forgot their fiear&; they rushed to the 
emperor's presence; tbey cbmpiained that 
the puQishment of tveason was taketi 'out 
of their hands. Tbk auen wlio, as it aj^ 
peared soon after, wene. the most likely to 
shrink from danger, displayed t^r Hi^ 
* with ostentation; Isi^ish of wopds, y«t 
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cowards in their hearts. No toant knew book 
that Otho xms slain, jnet all averred it as a w^ 
fact. In this situation, wanting certain s^i. ' 
intelKgence, but dreeived by feis courtiers, ^ej.^" 
Oaiba determined to go forth from his 
palace. He called £x his armtxir. The 
wei^t was too much for his feeble frame; 
end, in the throng that gathered round 
-him, finding himself overpowered, he de^ 
sired. to be placed in a Jrtfer. Before he 
left the palace, Julius Atticus, a soldier 
of tile body-guard, accosted him with a 
bloody sword in his hand, cryifig ^lotid, 
** la-^me you j&ee the slayer of Odio: it 
. ^ was I thai; killed him/' GaHn calmly 
answered (a). Who ^ve you wders ? Such 
was the spirit of the man even in the Jast 
^extremity, still determined to represss the 
licenlioasness of tibe soWiens ; by thehr in- 
^solence uudisraayed, by their flattery never 
soilenfid. 

XXXVL Meanwhile, the praBtcman 
gmnls threw off the mask, and with one 
▼oice decfoxed for Otho. They ranged 
themselves in a body round his person, 
,and^ in the ardour of their zeal, placed 

F 2. 
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BOOK him amidst th& standards and eagles, on 
the very tribunal where, a little before. 



%Sr.^* stood the golden statue faj of Galba- The 
%P* tribunes and centurions were not suffered 
to approach. The common soldiers, hav- 
ing no kind of confidence in their officers^ 
gave the word to watch the motions of all 
in any rank or command. The camp re- 
sounded with shouts and mutual exhorr 
tations, not with that faint-hearted zeal 
^hich draws from the mob of Rome: their 
feeble acclamations, btit with one mind, 
one general impulse, all concurred in sup- 
port of their new emperor. The praeto^- 
rians were almost frantic with joy. They 
embraced their comrades as they saw them 
advancing forward ; they clasped thek 
hands; they led them to the tribunal; 
they repeated the military oath (b)^ and 
administered it to all. They recommended 
the prince of their own choice to the affec- 
tions of the .men, and the men, in their 
turn, to the favour of the prince. Otho, 
on his part; omitted nothing that could, 
condiliate the affections of the multitude. 
He paid his court to the rabble with his 
hands outstretched, bowing lowly down. 
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and. In order to be emperor j crouching book 
like a slave. The marine legion did hot s,^-^ 
hesitate ta take the oath of fidelity- By ^'^^ 
that event Otho felt himself inspired with ^q^' 
uncommon ardour. Having hitherto tam- 
pered with the ^soldiers man by man, he 
judged right to address them in a body. 
He took his station on the rampart of the 
camp, and spoke to the following effect: 

XXXVII. « In what light, my fellow- 
** soldiers, shall I now consider myself? 
•^ In what character must I address you ? 
** A private man I cannot call myself, for 
you have bestowed upon me the title of 
prince: but can I assume that title, 
^' while another is still in possession of the 
" sovereign power? In what description 
" you yourselves are to be classed, is to 
^^ me matter of doubt; and must remain 
" so, till the question is decided. Whether 
" you have in your camp tlie emperor of 
" Ronie, or a public enemy? You have 
" heard the cry that has gone forth : the 
^* same voice that demands vengeance at\ 
^^ me, calls aloud for youi destructibti. 
.*'; With my life your fate is inter^oveir. 
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BOOK ^' We nuist live or perish together. There 
** is no alternative. The humanity of 






^*s^.^* " Galba is well known to us all. Perhapis^ 
^hg/ " ^^^^ while I speak, he has pronounced 
" dur doom. . To yield to the advice of 
" his friends, will be an easy task to him, 
" who without a request, of his own free 
** will, in cold blood, could give to the 
edge of the sword so naahy thousand in* 
nocent soldiers, all destroyed in one 
^* inhuman massacre. My heart recoils 
" with horror, when I refl«:t on the dis- 
" astrous day when he made his public 
** entry into the city. Aftear receiving the 
•* submission of the soldiers, with un- 
^ heard-of treachery he ordered the wholfe 
** body to be decimated (a); and, in the 
" view of the people, exhibited a scene of 
*' blood and horror. These are the exploits 
*^ of Galba, and this his only victory. With 
•* these inauspicious omens he enteied the 
** city of Rome ; — and what has been since 
^ the glory of his reign ? ObuUroaius Sa^ 
^ bibus and Cornelius Marcellus have 
^ been murdered in Spain; Betuus Chilo 
** in Gaul ; Fonteitis Caffito in Geruany ; 
^ and €l0diiis Matei^ ifi Africa. MA to 
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^* these CingOHius Varr<K butchered on his Boon 
**^ inarch, Turpilianus ia Uie heart of th6 wvw 
" dty, and Nympbidius in the camp. Is ^ aSi.^ 
** there a province, is tbeirein a»y p^at of ^y?* 
^^ the empire a sirngle camp^ which be has 
" not defiled with blood ? Thist> he wih 
** tell y^Ut ia a ?e6wni of the army. la his 
** language, murder is a legal remedy : 
*^ whfit 3^11 good i»e«i agree to. call a deed 
^^of barbarity^ pas«^s with hwft f<Mr a 
^* correctioiii of abuses* Undec Sipecious 
"names lie confiwiod* the natitfa of 
*• things ; crwelt/ is, justice, avariee is 
^ economy, and naaesacre is military dis* 
" cipline* Since ttre death of Nero not 
** more, than seven months, have elapsed ; 
^^' and, in that tipie, Icelus his freedman 
^ has amassed, by plunder, more enor- 
** maus wealth than the Potycleti /'fey/, the 
" y^tkui, the Elii, and the Haloti, were 
^^ able to dio in the whole course of that 
*/ en»peFpr's reigiit Eve^ Titus ViniiiSt if 
hehaoiself had seized the empire, would 
have had the grace to bi^sh at such 
enormities ; none shoukl w^ have groan-* 
^^ e4 ^Bdec such a load of oppression:. 
** Tl^CM^h no higgler than ai private citi- 
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BOOK " zen, he plunders without remorse ; he 
^-pv^ " seizes our property, as if we were hi^ 
982. * "slaves ; and he despises us as the ser- 
%? " vants of" another master. His house 
^^ alone fcj contains wealth sufficient to 
** discharge the donative every day pro- 
mised, but promised merely to insult yoiil 



«( 



«& 
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XXXVIIL " That your hopes of bet- 
*^ ter times may never succeed, Galba has 
** taken care, by his choice of a successor^ 
" to entail upon you endless misery. He 
^^ has adopted a man from whom you can 
" have nothing to expect ; a man recalled 
from banishment, in his temper >daric 
and gloomy, hardened in av^irice, the 
counterpart of the emperor himself. 
" You remember, my fellow-soldiers, the 
" day on which that adoption was made • 
" a day deformed with storms and tcim- 
*' pests, when the warring elements an- 
** nounced the .awful displeasure of the 
" gods. The senate and the people are 
" now of one mind. They depend upoii 
" your valour. It is your generous ardour 
" that must give vigour and energy to oiir 
" present enterprise. Without your, fikl 
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•* the best designs must prove -abortive, book 
" It is not to a war, nor even to danger, ^--w 
** that I am now to conduct you : the ar- ssi. ' 
** mies of Rome are on our side. The %!^' 
^^ single cohort remaining with Galba is 
" composed of citizens, not of soldiers ; 
" they are gowned, not , armed : they do 
^* not stand forth in his defente ; they de- 
•* tain him as their prisoner. When- they 
** see you advancing in firm array, and 
•^ when my signal is given, the only strug- 
** gle will be, who shall espouse my cause 
with the greatest a:rdour. The time 
forbids all dull delay : we have under- 
taken' bravely ; but it is the issue that 
must justify the measure, and crown us 
with applause.'' Having closed his ha- 
rangue, he ordered the magazine of arms to^ 
be thrown open. The soldiers seized their 
weapons ; they paid no regard to military 
rules ; no distinction was observed ; the 
praetorians, the legions, ahd the auxiliaries 
crowded together, and shields and helmets 
were snatched up in a tumultuary manner. 
No tribune, no centurion,* was allowed to 
give orders. Each man was his own. com- 
manding officer. While the friends of disci* 
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9(^K .]^e Stood ■ aAtanialied ai the scene of 



wiJd eonfusifov, the enl-4Babded saw with 

AUG 

W* * pkasore ih&t the regulars "wewr ofiended, 
6^ ' Mid in. tbuft Kfttimenit found a new motive 
to inerease/tbe diso»la« 



c yXXXUC. T»E nuimbw d the refeels 
i^Rr^^^ every mQaie*t^ and theH* uoisie 
9t)d c^wtrcAir i!ewl»0ii tb? city of i(0iBei 
]Pa&P 1^4, .Rofc thipk it adfvit^lf' to pro- 
fie#d to! the c^^ap. He met CWhftf who 
had left the ptikqe^ oo his viay to the 
iQiriini. Marius Qekusi^ had B}te^y bfought 
alarming tidings. Some advised the em* 
peror to return to his^ {>alac:«; others 
were for taking possession of the eapitol, 
and the major part for proceeding directly 
to the tribunal of public, hariu^ues ; nuiu- 
bers guve their advice, for no better rea^ 
«on tlmn to clash with the opiniofiis q£ 
others ; and, in the distraction of jarring 
couQ^els, the misfortune was, that wb»t 
iMgjaA/to hav^ occurred first, was. seep, too 
late« They decided wh^Q the oppoftunity 
W^ lost; We av^ Md that Iiaeo^ wilhfmt 
the privity of G^lfea, formed a design 
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that imnister 9 he thob^t, would appease book 
the fury of the soMiefs^ or it may be that w^ 
be suspected treacfawy, and thought him \^.^ 
joined in a secret league with Otho : perw ^q^ 
haps his own malice was the motive* But 
for this dark purpose neither the tune nor 
the place was convenient : the sword once 
dra^wn^ there was no knowing wh«e the 
seene of blood would end^ • Messengers 
arriving every moment encreased the ccttb* 
steraation ; the spirit of Galba's friends 
began to droop; numJ^^ers d^erted hdm; 
and of all that zeal whichi a little before 
blazed out with so much awrdour, etety 
spirk was now extinguished. 

XL. Galba, in the midst of a prodi^ 
^us confiui of people, had not strength 
to support himself; and, as the waving 
nraltitiMie was impelled different ways, be 
•was hurried on by the torrent. The tem^ 
pies, the porticos, and great halls round 
the foium, were filled with crowdb of 
gaamg spectators. The whole presented 
an awful spectacle. A deep and sufllea 
iilenee prevailed. The very rabble was 
tnthedt ikmageaient sat on ev^iy lacfr, 
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BOOK Their eyes watched every motion, and 
v--^;^ their ears caught every sound. The in- 
%Sf,^' terval was big with terror ; it was neither 
%?' a tumult, nor a settled calm, but rather 
the stillness of fear, or smothered rage, 
such as often precedes some dreadful ca- 
lamity. Otho was still in the camp. He 
received intelligence that the populace had 
recourse to arms, and thereupon ordered 
his troops to push forward with rapidity, 
and prevent the impending danger. At his 
command the Roman soldiers, as if march« 
ing to dethrone an eastern monarch, a 
Vologeses, or a Pacorus, and not their 
own lawful sovereign, advanced with im* 
petuous fury to imbrue their hands in the 
blood of an old man, tiaked and disarmed. 
They entered the city ; they dispersed the 
common people ; they spurred their horses 
at full speed, and, rushing into the foram 
sword in hand, trampled the senators lind^ 
foot. The ' sight of the capitol made no 
impression; the temples sanctified by the 
religion of iages, could not restrain their 
lury; for the majesty of former princes 
they had. no respect, and of those who 
were to succeed, no kind of dread. Tliey 
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Tiishied forward to commit a detestabb Booif 
parricide, forgetting, in their frantic rage, w^ 
that crioies of that atrocious nature are ^'%^^?' 
sure to be punished by the prince that suc-^ ^'^^ 
ceeds to the sovereign power. ; . , 



•''' ■ - ' \ 



XLL The pw&torians Aq sooner dp* 

peared in sight, than the standard-rbear^r 

4>f the cohort Mill remaining with Galha 

^^hi^'name, we are told, was.Attilius Veui- 

giH*o) tore from the colours the, image of 

^Galba, and dashed it on the ground. That 

[sigaal given, the soldiers, with one voice, 

decl^d for, Otho. The people fled in 

constellation. Such as lingered behind 

-were attacked sword in hand. The men, 

who carried Galba in a litter, were stmck 

with terror. In their fright they let him 

fell to the ground near the Curtian lake {a). 

His last words, according as men admired 

or hated him, have been variously re- 

-ported. According to some, he asked, in 

a suppliant tone. What harm he had done? 

and prayed for a few days, that he might 

discharge the d<Hiative due tQ the soldiers. 

Others assure us, that he presented bis 

neck to the assassin's stroke, and said 
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BOOK with a finii tone df voice, ^ Strike, if th« 
*Wv^ " good of the commonwealth requires it.** 
^'^.^ T« ftfffiaas thiist^g for blood, «o matter 
**^' ^h(L^^ ^^* Py '^^^ b^od the blow" was 
given, cannot now be known. Some ico- 
pute it to Terentius, a resumed veteran ; 
ffthers, to a fdUow of the oatne of Lecanius. 
A feport still more general hat tnmsmitti^ 
lAoiro to va the name of Camurius, d, cowa- 
•ffioo vi^er of the fifteenth legion. IThis 
wan, it is said, cut Galba's throat, liie 
4Mst fell 09 with brutal rage, and, .finding 
(his breast oovet-ed with armour, dissevered 
dtis legs and aims. Nor did die barbarbos 
idesisit, itill 1^ efnporor lay a headl«re 
rtratik, -defoMtfed trith wonnds, and tvd- 
^lei«ng in bfs bfood. / 



. XiJII, TffTvs V^ierius was Jkhe neitt 
vidim. ^e tnamier in wbioh he met his 
Hfote ts likewise left uncertain. Whether 
ba ^he ^«t assauk his utteiUAce wie» isup- 
pveseed by foar, w wihetber he km& power 
tDjcallottt, that Otho had ignren oo oixtefs 
ttgtiast Im li&,^ welMLvesKywaonKBalis of 
kncmit^. Those words, if fieB% i^tofera, 
^naghk lie ^^ettatt of ^MUanniity to stw 
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hie lifes or .they Were the confessioii of a Boot 
iiMn, who was adtoally an aceompHce in v.^v^ 
the cetospiraoy. fiii life knd maimers ^'^i^' 
iteve no f ooni to <kHibt r but he wab capa^ ^g^^- 
Me of JoibiBg til a |)al»iiouk, df iftiich his 
own admiimstmtkm* f a) was the pt-incipd 
eanse. JBe feH by a wound thalt Mattered 
llie joint of his knee, and, as fee ) lay 
;«tretcbdl in that condition, he ^^as ran 
ttrmugh the body by Julius Cams, a !e* • 
gionary soldier. He expired before the 
temple of Julius Caesar. 

XXilll^ While the rebels were acting 
their horrible tragedy, the age bdietd, in 
the conduct of one man, a spiehdid ex- 
ample ef coumge and fidelity. Sempro- 
nius Densus was the person ; a centurion 
of the pnaetorian cohort. Having been or-" 
dered by Galba to join the guard that 4». 
€oned Pfeo, he no sooner saw a band ef 
»nned assassuis, than he advanced to op- 
^po^e thekr l^ry, brandishing his poniani» 
«tid ^eitdlaiRiing a^inst the horrible deed. 
iWith his voice, with his hand^ Willi ef'ery 
Mfotti^'the ^Tfier of man, he fnwde a ferav^ 
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BOOK resistance, ^nd gate Piso, woundecl as he 
was, an opportunitjr of ;iii»kuig his «sc»p«e> 
Piso reached the temple of Ve^ta, where a 
slave qf the stat^, tDjicbed with ^orapas^. 
sioi^^ conducted bipb to hi^ o^ii privajte 
apartment Piso Jajr concealed lor ;Some 
time, not indebted j(k> the ^sanctity of th9 
temple, nor to the rites of rdigion, but 
sheltered by the obscurity of ^e place 
At length, Sulpicius Florus, who belonged 
to a British cohort, and had been m4de 
by Galba a citizen of Rome, and Statiuj 
Murcus, a praetorian soldier, arrived in 
quest of him by Otho*s specis^l ord^, By 
these two men Piso was dragged to the 
vestibule of the temple, where, under re«» 
peated blows, he breathed his^ last, 

XLIV, In the midst of a general mas* 
$apre, no murder, we are told, gave so 
mudi sfitisfaction to Otho, nor was there^ 
among the heads cut off (a)^ one, at which 
he gazed with such ardent eyes. By this 
event he felt hkiiseJf relieved from all ap- 
prehensions* The fate of Galba and pf 
Titus Vinius affected him in ^ differ^iiit 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



OF TACITUS. 81 

manner. The former brought to his mind book 
an idea of maj^ty fallen from a state of v-^^-v^ 
elevation; and the death of the latter 'gai. ' 
awakened the memory of an early friend- ^qq^ ; 
ship, and even into a heart like his, fierce, 
cruel, and ambitious, infused a tincture of 
melancholy. When Piso fell, an enemy ex- 
pired. Feeling for him neither regret nor 
coiDpunction, he gave a loose to joy. The 
three heads were fixed on poles, and car«- 
ried, amidst the ensigns of the cohorts, 
with the eagle of the legion, through the 
streets of Rome. A band of soldiers fol- 
lowed, stretching forth their hands reek- 
ing with 51ood, and boasting aloud that 
they gave the mortal wounds, or that they 
were present aiding and abetting ; all, with 
truth or falsehood, claiming the honour 
of an atrocious deed. No less than one 
hundred and twenty meiporials, presented 
on this occasion, by persons who claimed 
the reward of crimes committed on that 
dreadful day, were afterwards found by 
Vitellius; and the several authors, after 
diligent search made by his orders, were 
punished with death, not from motives of 
regard for the memory of Galba, but with 

VOL. V. G ' 
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§2 THE HISTORi^ 

BOOK: the usual policy of princes, who think; 

w-^ by punishing the malefactors of a fbrtrie* 

^'/^'i^' reign, that they establish a precedfenti> land J 

^^' by the terrors of future vengeaiice, cffec-^ 

tually secure themselv^^ r 

XLV. Another seriate and 6?nothet 
people seemed now to be ki possession of 
Rome: All pressed forward to the camp^ 
Yoii would have thought it a race 'of ser-*- 
Vility^ iti which every man endeavoured td 
outstrip his fellow-citizens, and be the firit 
lo p&y his court. They joined in revilirig^ 
the name of Galba, and all applauded the 
conduct of the soldiers. They thronged 
round Otho, fawning to kiss his hand, and, 
in proportion to their want of sincerity-^ 
playing the farce with overacted zeal'. 
Otho was not, deficient in the mummery 
of thanks and gratitude. Attentive to all, 
and gracious to individuals, he took care 
at'the same time, by his look^-and actions, 
to restrain the soldiers, who, by the fero^ 
city of their looks, seemed to threaten 
further mischief. Marine Celsus, the con* 
sul elect, was the object of their venge* 
ance- He had been the friend of Galba, 
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anil, in iJieJiastextifemityi continued faith* 
<Ut to that 'aiifeappy prince^ His talents 
and itit&gfiity ^gavte offence ^ to ^ a l3.wless 
crof*', with'^hdiii every virtue 'imis d/ CPirtie* 
ISley'^Asriiiiiidifed his 4«ipiediate execution. 
But th§it?iviewsVere.4Qo;apparentl Ti^ • 
■best anid ablest ipM iti Eorii6 were doomed 
td des'trttijla^to by w set o/niefiy who p«Mi*ed 
toilet loose tlieir rage,* and lay a scene of 
Wood, ijf ^plunder, and devastation, Otho . 
yrsii not {fet'iti ftilness of powerr Hii »au- 
'tfeitfty W* MtecieM to eomrjiai^^ th^ peit- 
petr^eri oi^Cricnes} to protjibit l^m »was 
stifl be^nd him. l^e part h© assumed 
vas that'b^ ^^man'OMaged,^ and b^nt 4)n 
fldnie^'^troii^s -deed. In thai pretended 
furyV he brd^rjed Celsus t^ he loaded with 
ivi^s; fes a fjian reserved for heavier punish- 
mttit^'afed'by^that ^trat^gem saved tam 
1&€im* destruction . 

^INl.Tijh pra^toriaijs, from this time, 
kn*W bo contTOl. They chose their ^wa 
prjBfefects; n^ttieiy, Plotiu6 Pirmus, for- 
merty ^ common sddier, raised aftei^waifd^ 
tp the eofliiiiand of the night-guard, andi 
ewifi duriog the life of Gatt>a, a partisan 

g2 
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BOOK iji ifk^our of OtJioJ To him ;tb^? ft(Me4 
.*J-^ iLieinms.ProcuIusv ^ man who lived in in- 
'p«2. ' ^macjt Trith' Otho,' and was suppo$ed to 
e^' .be an a^ccompUce in-' all his dark; Resigns. 
jFot the. offijce ' of goveriiot of; Bjxaifi they 
jng^iiied Flavius Sabinns/a;, inflflqil^ed in 
their choice by their respect for jthe ine- 
mory of Nero, who had committed to him 
the^ame important charge. The majority 
had another motive: by concurBimg in thia 
nomination, they meant to pay a ^compli- 
ment to Vespasian, jthe brother of SabiiMas. 
Their next object was^ to abohshthe fees 
exacted by the centurions for occasional 
exemptions from duty, and for leave of 
absence. These fees, in fact, were an 
annual tribute out of the pockets of the 
common men. In consequence of this 
abuse, a fourth part of every company^ w^^ 
seen rambling about the country, or idly 
loitering in the very camp.: The centurion 
received his perquisite, and had, no other 
care. Nor was the soldier solicitoi^s a^ut 
the price : he purchased a right to be idle, 
and the means by which he enabled him- 
self to defray the expense gav* him no 
kind *af scruple. By theft, by robbery» 
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jwi bj $erv]le .employments; he gained book 
enough to enrich: his officer; and the of- 
ficer, in retui;D, : sol4 a dispensation from 
labour and the duties.of the service. Who- 
ever had hoarded up a httle money, was, 
for that reason, harassed with discipline, 
and . oppressed with labour, till he pur- 
chased the usual indulgence. By these* 
extortions the soldier was impoverished, 
his stock was exhausted ; and after a va- 
gabond life, his industry relaxed^ and his 
vigour wasted, he returned to the camp 
withdut coura^, strength, or money. By 
these pernicJious practices corruption grew 
into a system. The common men forgot all 
^cipline ; their morals went to ruin ; iand, 
in the natural progress of vice, ^11 became 
ripe for tumult, insurrections^ and civil 
war. To remedy the mischief, arid, at 
the same time, not to alienate the minds 
of the ceiU^urions, Otbo undertook to pay 
an annual ec^ivalent to the officers out of 
his ovm revenue. This reform was, no 
doubt, both wise and just. Good princes 
adopted it afterwards, and it is now a 
settled rule in the military system. Laco, 

the late commander of the praetorians, wa* 

) 
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masi dcfndemneA td an inland, ibere, m% Wwr. 
given duty ta . pass the reknainder df his ^ 
days ; but ft veteran sdldier^ \Vhom Otiio 

^^eS' h^d dis^patched for the purpdse^ put An 
efid to his life« Martianus Icehii^ betng 
of no highei' rank than that of a^iodmin 
mitted ^lavfe, died by the hahd of theeke-^: 
cjutioiier.: ; ^. 

' "^^. • .' . ' • .\ . > 

XLVII. AiTBil the horrors of a day 
ip^nt in glirilt, and blood, and caifnage, if 
afiy thin^ cobld add to thb publiO' mbery^ 
it/Was the j^y thait suocJeeded to thatdis* 
fljal Bosnia* Theprffitor of the city (a) sum-* 
liioned a meeting of the sehate. The otbec 
Hittgistrates strove to distinguish them-^* 
selveiT by the viJest adulation. The fathers 
2ug6embled without delay. The tribunitiaii 
j^Gwdfj, the name of Augustus, and all iro* 
petial hotoours enjoyed by former princei^ 
irere by k deci*ee granted toOtho. Several 
fiietnbers of that assfeihbly were conseious 
of having thrown odious colours on the 
fiame and ohfera<iter of their new empero^i 
and h^ped to ^ipatiate^ by pt^sent flattery^ 
the bitterness pf fortner inVectivfes. Whc4 
ther Otho despised thos^ injurious teOsoc* 
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tK>Q&9 or) s toiled them in bis memory for boois: 
,^4iire occasiofi^y is uncertain. The short- ^.--v^ 

A TT C^ 

upss of hisf reign has left that matter undo- 822 * 
cided. He was conveyed in triupiph to ^' 
the capitol, and thence to the imperial 
.fm.ldc«« In his way^ he saw the forum 
dis<^okiured with blood, and heaps of 
slajughtered citizens lying round hioi. Hp 
.gprs^nted leave to remove the dead bodies, 
And to perform the rites of sepulture. The 
irem»ins of Piso, were buried by his wife 
Verania (b)^ and Scfibonianus his bro- 
tber» The last duty to Titus Vinius was 
|)0tforn)ed by his daughter Crispina (c),. 
Their h^ads, which the murderers had re- 
^ftrved for sale^ were found, and redeemed 
at a stipulated price. 

XLVIII. Piso had well nigh completed 
the thirty-first year of his age ; always high 
in the esteem of the public, yet never 
happy. Two of his brothers suffered a 
violent death ; Magnus, by the command 
of Claudius, and Crassus, by the cruelty 
of Ncaro- He himself had passed a con-- 
siderable part of his time in banishment ; 
an .outlaw, fm sowie j^ears, and four days a 
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BOOK prince. By the adoption of Galba, he 
w^ was raised above his elder' brother ; but, 

*82«. * by that preference, all he gained was to be 

^' murdered first. 

Titus Vinius had reached the age of fifty- 
seven ; a man of unsettled principle, and 
various manners. His father was of a prae- ' 
torian family; his grandfather by the ma-, 
temal line was in the number proscribed 
by the triumvirate. His first* campaign, 
under Calvisius Sabinus faj^ began with 
disgrace. The wife of his commanding 
officer, prompted by wanton curiosity, 
went by night, in the disguise of a com- 
mon soldier, to view the site and dispo- 
sition of the camp. In her frolic, she went 
round to visit the sentinels, and the posts 
and stations of the army. Arriving at 
length at the place where the eagles were 
deposited, she did not scruple to commit 
the act of adultery on that sacred spot 
Vinius was chargied as her accomplice, 
and, by' order of Caligula, loaded with 
irons. By the revolution which soon after 
happened, he regained his liberty, and 
from that time rose to honours. He dis-* 
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charged- the office of prsetor, and after- book 
wards commanded a legion, free from re- v.^%X^ 
proach. His name, however, was soon 922. * 
a|ter branded with a crime, which a com- ^^' 
mon slave would have blushed to commit. 
Being a guest at the table of Claudius, he 
was charged with pilfering a golden goblet 
On the following day that emperor, to 
distinguish Vinius from the rest of his 
company, gave orders that he should be 
trusted with nothing better than a cup 
of earthenware. Notwithstanding this dis- 
grace, he became proconsul of Narbon 
Gaul, and acquitted himself in his admini- 
st)r£ttion with distinguished firmness and 
equal integrity. The friendship of Galba 
placed him on the brink of a precipice. 
Bold and prompt iu action, of an enter- 
prising genius and undaunted courage, 
he was at the same. time dark, subtle, 
and deceitful. Qualified to succeed in 
whatever he undertook, and by nature 
ready for good or evil deeds, he practised 
tvice and virtue with alternate success and 
equal ardour. His last will, on accoui\t 
of, his immoderate wealth, was declared 
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«yoK flull and ymid. That xjf Piso was confirm^ 
w^^ by Ids poverty/ 

A. U.G. , 

that followed the liiurder, lay exposed to 
numberless indignities, Xt was at ledgth 
4ionvey^ by Argius^ an ^^ncieot sjlave and 
*te«fard of that unfoFtunate eropetpr^ to 
the private gardens, of bis master, and 
thefe deposited in an humble manner, 
^without honour or distinction. His head) 
in a mangled condition, was fixed on 9^ 
pole by the rabble of the camp, and set 
up to public view near the tomb of Patrqh 
biits, a slave manumitted by Nero, and 
by oitler of Galba put to death. In that 
situation it was found on the following 
day, and added to the ashes of the body, 
which had been already committed to the 
flames* Such was the end of Serving 
Galba, in the seventy- third year of his age* 
He bad seen the reign of five princes, and 
enjoj^ed, during that whole period, a series 
of prosperity ; happy as a private citizen^ 
as a prince unfortunate. He was descended 
from a long hne of ancestors* Hi^ wealth 
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wAs^gfie^ii Im taleAU not ab<MW medxx^ book 
crity. Free frqipjidgij/be cmtinot be &d^ "^^y^ 
brated for his virtues. He knew the value ^8».^ 
ot fhmei jet wafc neither afrog^ttt ndr vain- ^q^'" 
^l^rious. Hdvitig no Vapteu^itji be wa» att 
dtoQOfdist of hift own^ aod of tl^ jHiblicj 
tr^a^ure eareful to a degtee of avarice*' 
To hi3 friends aiid fre^dmen be was Open^ 
generous^ and eVea resigned to their will* 
Wh<m his choice wa^ happily mados bis inn 
dulgenci^^ hdwevet excesfeite, was at wortt 
a>ja amiable weakness ; when bad men sutt 
i tminded him^ his goodrftature bordered on 
ijfoUy. The splendour of his rank^ ,and th< 
felicity with whiclj he steered through th# 
dangers of a black and evil period, helped 
to raise the value of hi& character ; his in^ 
dolf nc^ paired for wisdom, and inactivity 
I ^^ook the name of prudence. In the vigour 
of his days, he served with honour in Gerr 
tnahy i as proCoitsul of Africa, be governed 
with nioderatiott ; ; and the Nethermost 
Spaiii, wlien he was advallced in year^f , 
felt thf^ ^mildness of his adlQ[vini^iration> 
While no higher than ^ pi:iYate!Qiti^ei3/^ his 
merit was thought sn^perior to hi$ rank; 
and the suffrages of mankind would have 



/ 
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BOOK {MFonotmof^ hitA: 'worth j of anpire, had hti 

«— V—* never imide the experimeiit; : ^ 

A.u.a, , ■ 

888. -'•-••• ..... ... . . • . . 

hf^J ' L. In this disastrcyus juncture, while 
Rome was shuddering with horror at the 
X ]!ate dreadful carnage, and^ from the well 
known vices of Otho's nature, m^ were in 
dread of worse evils still to come, dis* 
patches from Germany brought an ac- 
count of a new storm ready to burst in 
that quarter. The revolt of Vitdlius, and 
the armies under his command^ was no 
longer a secret. The intelligence arrived 
before the death of Galba, but was -sup- 
pressed by that emperor, that the sedition 
on the Upper Rhine might be thought 
the only mischief that disturbed ' the tran- 
quillity of the empire. At length the true 
state of affairs was known, and a general 
panic spfead through the city. Not only 
the senators and Roman knight^, who had 
still some shadbw of authority, but the 
meaner populace, mourned over the dis- 
tractions of their country* All were 
grieved to see two men of the most perni- 
<3ious characters, enen^ated by luxury, and 
abandoned to every vice^ qhosen by some 
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monwe^tbiJpThe.:lcf|Bi^^, a«d mi»iie»; Jts^ 
which, uodea* the Ig^te 0inp«rors, were one %^,* 
cont?»u€d .pQstileoee, w^e© ii© lotigprtiie ^^ 
pbjepts thj^t employed; tjie ppblip BWtitd.- 
The civilv wj^r% ^^ere fresh, ia ihe; meroorjf 
f)f all ; they; talked of RoQje.bi^^ged apd 
taken by her own armies; they remjeni^ 
bered Italy laid waste, the provinces pito- 
dered, the battles of Pharsalja and PhiUp^' 
pi, and t^e siege of Modena and Perur 
»ia(a), t^o places well known in history; 
and ea^h of them the sce^e of ;p«iblic 
i^^aHmity. : / : > 

/ - : \/ ^ — / . '() 

o'^\ In those tfempestpous times, the strugr 
\^* gle, it was observed, lay between nicia 
" of illu^rious character, and by their 
" §QjitentiOn5 the state was brought to tl^ 
fVbriqk of ruin* But even then, under 
-' J^ulius^ Caesar, the empire still survived 
** and flourished. It aurviyed under Au- 
•^gustus, and gained additional lustre. \ 
" Under Pompey and Brutus, had their 
*^ arms/ prevailed, the republic would have 
^^ been once more established. But thos^ 
" men have passed away. Otho and Vij- 
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li&m ^ t^UiM ar«^lii»W the €di^^€ritei^i- kn^^ ler 
ys;^ ,*' 4ll»ini oi» <*ther^^ thdni, shall ^»the peoi 
*)S.^' ^^'pl^^ •<*(>#* to; f^h^ th^ 

^^- ♦^ prrjtfor W tymwt m f^igd' b^er therri? 
*•< V^«*r!S^ ifl pucfe' a- caus^, wete imjyicwis; 
^-sitice, ift-n war betv^eett two deteitablfe 
^ t^^h^ fee, »\^o coriqii^Tris, mil be armed 
^^^ith power to commit still greater crltaes; 
** a:pi4 prove himself the worst/* jSueh were 
thtfe^ reasoniiigs of the people. *Some, who 
sfetw at' a distance, fixed thdreyes &i 
V.estpa9iafi, and the armies in the Bast; 
Th^^lforesaw n*w commotions iii^ that pAft 
of the world, and dreaded the calamities 
of another war. Vespasian, they agreed, 
was in ^very respfe^j^t supcfrior to th6 two 
chiefs^ who now convulsed the«tate> but 
eveii hi6 chamcter /^j/' was rather profcSe- 
miatii^L ; "The twith is, of all the prihcJes 
wb© to Ms time' reigned at Rbm^, <l*i »#as 
tbe^etiiy one, ^hpra power refolnried^ 4n3 
made a bettoe* ttisiril 

LI. Tha'T the revolt uad^r ViteWius may 
i)6'6een in its true %ht, it will be necessary 
to etate the- ca uses that produced it: ' 1 

therefore go back to the origin of that 

/ 
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cfteilt. Aft^thedeifeatof Julws^Vitidex^^^^ bdox 
aiid the total rout of his armies^ the v--J-^ 
tictoridusi legions, enriched with bdotyy 822. " 
grew 'wan ton with sucoess.* To mea^'wha ^qq^ 
without fatigue or danger ha(d cloBod a . 
lucrative war, the ipv^r (rf e»terpTigc ^tieJ 
came a natural passion. They pteftit^ised 
hostilities to a state of itiabtionv&nd j^hm^ 
dfer to the soldier's pay. They.had^ tili 
the late commotions called them fortl^^enf 
dured the hardships of a rigorous service, 
in a bleak i^limate and a desolate coun- 
try, where, even in /time of peace, dieici^ 
pline was enforced with strict severity* 
But discipline, they knew, would be re^ 
laxed by civil discord. In the dieteractioiii 
of parties, both sides encourage licentimis* 
ness; and, by consequence, fraud, cori* 
ruption, and treachery, triumph with im^^ 
ipunity. The mutinous soldiers were abun- 
dantly provided with arms and horses, botli 
fi>r parade and service. Before the Jatft 
war in Gaul, they saw no more than the 
company, or the troop of horse, to wbidli 
they belonged. Stationed at difliei;ent 
quarters, they never went beyond theii- 
limits, and the boundaries of the provinxj^ei 
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BOOK kept tlae armies distinct and separate^ 
o.^^ Being at length .dravvn together to make 
**8?2.^* bead against Vindex, they felt their owjj 
^0^' strength ; and, having tasted the sweets of 
victory, they wanted to renew the troubles, 
by Iwhich their rapacity had be^ so amply 
gratil^. They no longer treated the 
Gaiils as their alliets and friends; they con- 
sidered them as enemies, and a vanquished 
people. 

In these hostile sentiments they were 
confirmed by such of the Gallic nation as 
dwelt on the borders of the Rhine. The 
people,. on that side of the country, had 
taken up arms against Vindex, and liis 
allies, whom, since the death of that chief, 
they chose to call the Galbian Faction; 
and now, by every artifice, by infusions 
of their own malice, they endeavoured to 
kindle a war between the Romans and 
their countrymen. The animosity of the 
legions was easily excited. The Se- 
quanians, the j^Sduans, and other states, 
according to their opulence, were the 
chief objects of resentment. The soldiers 
thought of nothing but towns assaulted 
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aad oatened bj Horn* the ' ^M^ Mt. BOOK- 
houaes* aad <^ desokiti^n of Ijipe i^^iHii^.. y^)^, 
Ib tbe he«t,)i»f ijai0gioaUpD> iev«r:F P^i>;^tw.^^ 
ai«i<^abd the booty ^at was jtQ ^a]| i^. ^' 
]m» i^iare. Tq their mrogctuf^e ai^^airArioe^ 
Hk niveivfMUiig vioee of tj^e ^^queat,, 
tlMSf. ttDijbetl tlie iodigHfitifQit oiumn^ wW 
feit CheottdVes iowlti^ ji>y U^ i^^-gkff^r 
with Hkk^ the j^ii«in» <aiiid t^ reist of the 
obnoxiouis static oiadis it th^ hoftsi» .that, 
in despite of the legions, they had ext(»ted 
itaox .Oalba ^ reoiissioQ -of oee foiirtibi of 
tbenr Aiijbutet «ad an ^xtewiOQ of th(9ic 
t^t(iry. To these iaeeatites was :a4ded 
» lefNort, artftiUy tlffotvo out and read^jr 
beiseredi tH»J; the Jk^oojs were Ip be decir 
soyfaidt and the b^ and bravest of tbi 
eeatwifiiis to be diswi$8«d.^m the aoh 
nee. Toiocreiise the feiSieiKt, tiding 4^ 
idi afaoDiiig batnre <tniv«d fipom eveigr 
quilrfer, and* in |^artic)«lar» ft stops wa» 
taid .1i» be g»^eiwftg 0V«ir the dtjr <i>f lUm^ 
Xhe pii*pli «f Lyotis, «tiU feithful to tin 
noiBMgpliQf NeiQ, a«d ^e atewed eocRu^ 
«f Gdba, «Mk eaKe to dissfinuiate tbf 
worst sepeits. Ffom that pkH)B« «s fipBsi 
Ac oontiie <if istoUigpni^i rfi»w>u<i ^^pn* 
vol. Y. H 

« 
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BOOK stantly issued : but the camp was the ma* 
; gazine of news, where invention' framed 
the lie . of the day^ and credulity * stood 
ready to receive it. The passions of the 
soldiers were in constant agitation : malice 
emUittered their minds, and fear held them 
in suspense. But they viewed their num^ 
bers, and their courage revived. They 
found themselves in force, and'infullsecu« 
rity laughed at the idea of danger. 

LII. It was near the calends of De- 
cember in the preceding year, when ^Au- 
lus Vitellius first appeared in the Lower 
Germany. He made it his business to re- 
view the legions in their winter-quarters; 
he restored several oflScers who had been 
degraded, and relieved others from the 
disgrace of an ignominious sentence. • In 
these proceedings he acted, in some in- 
stances, with justice, in others, with a 
view to his own ambition. He condemned 
the sordid avarice with which .Fopteiiis 
Capito granted or refused rank in the army. 
He established a fkir and regoliarr system t£ 
military promotion^ and in the eyes of the 
soldiers appeared to exceed' the powers 

■ I 
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usQally tested in consular geoerals* He book 
-.seemed to ht an officer of superior weight wv^ 
; and grandeur. Reflecting men saw the ^'^i.^* 
.basene^ of his motives faj^ while hiscre^- ^^* 
tures extolled every part of his conduct/ 
The profusion^ which, without judgement 
or economy, lavished away in bounties all 
his own property, and squandered that 
;of others, , was by his sycophants called 
be&evolence and generosity. ^ Eyen the 
vices, .that sprung from lust of dominion, 
were by his creatures transformed into so 
.many virtues. 

In the two* armies on the Upper and' 
-Lower Bliine, there were, na doubt, mbn 
.'well disposed, and of sober conduct ; but, 
.at the same time, both camps were in- 
fested by a set of desperate incendiaries. 
At the head of the factious and the tur- 
bulent stood Alienus Caecina and Fabius 
Valens, each the commander, of a legion, 
both remarkable for their avarice, and both 
of a daring spirit, ready for any desperjite 
enterprise. . Valens had served the interest 
of Gajba; by detecting Vergini!us,^as soon 
as the conduct of that officer seemed to be. . 

H 2 
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BOOK ^ui vocal: he ksd also cniihed th« mt^ 
ws^ duoatiODS t^ Cft|>ito, and for thoie iMM^ 
^«».^ viced thottgfat himself ill requited. Stung 
'^ with resentmeiit, he now endeavoured tb 
pMaBt the ambition of ViteUiui». ** Thfe 
** soldkrs/' he said» ** were sealoun i6 l^is 
** a&rvi^t a^d the kikaie of Vitdlius stood 
^ ih hig^ esteie^ throughout the Roman 
<* world. S^m. Hordeonids TUaxm no 
*' opposition w%s to be appreb^fided. 
" :^tain Waft ¥eady to d<$elai« a^flint 
" Galba, alid tike G^nnaii AU^dliaiub 
" would follow their examfi^. The pto- 
" vinces wavered in. their dutjj and, by 
" consequence, tke precarioui BUthority 
<* of a fe«ble old man would \k soon traal- 
** ierred to other hands. P<:Hrtune courted 
*' Vitellius : he had nothing to do Inlit to 
** Gipea his arms, and teceive h^ favotevi. 
•* Verginius, indeed, had eve»y thing to 
'* chill his h<^^, said damp ys Dasolutlon. 
** He fa^-no splendid line of ancestors to 
**. recommend him. He was of ai6 feques- 
^.tfian family; but his ^ther lit««l aftd 
** died in Obscurity. A man 6f 14s t6»t 
would have proved unel^ai to the 
weight of empire. A pHvate «lfttiotA vm 
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to bhn 9' pofilt (^ i*^tyf Tbe esse of boch^. 
ViteUius was Ttery dtflfenaiit. Sprung 



ftom a &ther who had jbeen tliV-ee tinieA 'siit. * 
*^ ikmiiil, oncB in cdnjimctkm with tlie daqir ^^ 
* petor Claudius, aad who, jooi^eoYery 
** l^^charged the office of censor, hei 
**- ntight weU aapioe tD 'the highest, eleron 
'^- ladn; The honours of his ^mily marked 
*( fabn out for.tibe impeiifdl di^itiy. Tqq 
■■* grci^t foF a {oitate ^tatitHi, he niuat reaeb 
** the siiiDink of pt>wer; ot be utterly 
"^ leat/v ^citwith^taBduig this io4«Mnm«r» 
ti^ speech, the ptileginatic temper Qf Yif 
IdUot ym not to he roused. A few ffunl 
wishes fluttered a^ his he^irt, hut hopi? 
could find fid admission. 

LIU. Ms^H vHiLB Caedna, who serV'^ 
ed in the army on the Upper Rhine, had 
dsmm to himsdlf the affecticMis of the ajtny . 
Ydung, and pf a oomdy figure, tall and 
well pK)fK>rtianed, with an eir of dignity 
Id his depoftraent, a fiow of eloquence, 
^nd an aspiring geniiis, he h^ all the 
qualities that made an hnpresiiicm on 
llie military mind. Thon^h a young majo, 
he discharged the office ofqwestoi: iu the 
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BOOK province of Beetica in Spain; arid was 
c#i^ among the first that went over to Galba's 
^M»*^' interest. The emperor^ to reward his zeal, 
^6^ gave him the command of a legioii in Gfer-' 
many; but finding, afterwards, that he* 
had been guilty of embezzling the pubiie 
money, he ordered him to be called to a' 
strict account. Caecina was not of a tem- 
per to submit with patience. He resolved 
to embroil the state, and in the general 
confusion hoped to find a remedy for his 
pwn private afflictions. The seed-plots of 
rebellion were already laid in the army; 
In the war against Vindex they had takett 
the field, and, till they heard that Kero 
was no more, never declared in favour of 
Xjalba. Even in that act of submission, 
they showed no forward zeal, but suffered 
the legions on the Lower Rhine to take ithe 
lead. There was still ' anpther Circum- 
stance that helped to sharpen their dis- 
fe6ntent^ The Treviri, the Lingones, and . 
other states, whicb had felt the severity of 
Galba's edicts, or had seen their territory 
reduced to harrow limits, lay contiguous 
to the winter-quarters of the: legions. 
Hence frequent intercourse, cabals, and 
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s^itidus meetings, in Which the soldiers Booi^- 
grew more: corrupt, envenomjjd as; they^ vj^, 
wei© by the politics of discontented .pea^ ^sF*.^* 
sants... Hence their zeal to promote the ^^^^ 
interest of Verginius, and, when tl^at prOr 
ject failed, their readiness to list under afiiy 
other chief.' 

LIV. The Lingones, in token of friemj-^ 
ship, had sent presents to the legions, aoidi 
in conformity to their ancient uSage,^ thes*^ 
symbolical figure of two right hands dlasp^ 
ing one another. Their deputies appear^ 
' ed with the mien and garb of affliction. 
They went round the catiip, and in every 
quarter disburthened their complaints. lo; . 
thetents^ and ^n the place for the stated- 
^rds and eagles, they painted forth their 
own privWe^ injuries, while other statesf 
^joyed the favour and the protection of 
Oalba. FindiQg that they made an im-* 
pression, they represented to the soldiers ' 
the dangers that hung over their own 
lie^s, and the hardships under which 
they laboured. The Romans caught the ^ 
infection. A general phrensy spread 
through the cairip; the flame of sedition ^ 
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iddK HM mAf i6 bMak out ; and Moiecbtta^: 
«|)«s^ ftkl mii^uif seemed to be impmdiiig^ 
^^.^ #heti iKoKteoBhis Fkiccus, m the 4ea4ii# 
^^' ta^iSf otdet^ dbe d^uties to dqpal; 
i»ittt(^ Afftfeet delay. A report m)^ pm*. 
i^Eliied fbiil jth«y -wiem all ttt^ebmxalif 
murdered, and that, if the soldieos. dliib 
not instantiy provide for their own safety, 
^ iMst aftd bravest «f tht wiBy. immld 
be eriielly batchefed, cndet covett of -^ 
^ght; ikr imm tfafeir ootnradeft^ sad withNt 
out the kAowled^ of their fi^da. A-.m^ 
cret o0tt)lHaat|o& iras nnmcdij^ly finmedi 
' Hie soldierft jdined in a bond of miioKi 
The au3tilia^ isphofts, at jmt;iu«fwet9^ of 
ft^e^igft t^ me against' the kigtoos, an^ 
put 1^6 whit4e body to the swoid, aaitnA 
into the les^ne with eat^r iadoak, Sad§ 
k thenikture df profligate wbdabandoBvA 
isiinds; in peddte and profoand tnb<imMi^y 
ihe^ seldom ftgt6e$ bat ftn Mdilioua pasit 
j^oseft a cioalitbnii easily forflSfcd. ^ . .< 



■ i 



i/Y. Tttfi'legipns on the Lo^er HlXam^ 
^'the cateildft^^attary, 'ivamt tidbo^i^ 
t^ usual, fbinn ot tmesmxig fiddiil^ l» 
CMba; bot the fonn of|ly Iras' obs^vrad^' 
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l^oaaa wsssaefttotuitwilJialacril^^ i3at> 
the foKnxak ra&lcs a feeble sound a^i^ vjk^ 
beud; the iranda of the o^lh -vMKArvb^^^^'^ 
peaited witk acb imvilHng mwmaiy iriiii^ ^6^* 
t^ imtfenuiBued IB smllto sfleac^:; Mcbi 
moit « MStsdi m dangeffous entarproes^ 
^9ipiK!iiittg4 the faeid example of hi& ionpk^ 
mdxsy needy; tmi seeoiid tin iaauimietiqq^ 

dieeeident homooTs pcrvacied : tjbe nvtiole^ 
miam^S tbe e»ij. The first and fifjkle^. 
gKOM wore the most eutrageous : scsoiieof 
lliein fieited the iaoiages of Gelba with li 
¥oHej of 'stones. I^ fifteenth a»d star** " 
leebtk abslueed from acts of viqlbnoer 
biitiii^«c^ ioi^iaaijijeki^ : they foawlai 
liedition, but waited for ringleadart to^ bEt^ 
gin the fray. 

-, Sq^ the.U^)f«: Ckteiany thft tenn^ ^mk 
itSiimaie violent. Qn the same caieoikoi 
iaauai^ IAhb fourth and eighteenth legmMi 
qearWred .together in one wiiitei>eaik{>; 
iMbed' the images, of Oalba into flag^ 
lieifti^ i» tiuf oatcBgt thfi fom^ legioti 
ttjf|)<tli^ mtip; mA tlyl eii^teeobh, ;aiftBf 
liahmoiag:&D some time, fc^ivwl ikrit 
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looK example. Unwilling, however, to incur 
the imputation of a rebellion against their. 



A IT f^ 

S22. * ooontry, they agreed 'to revive the anti-*. 

'^^ quated .names of the senate and. romax^ 
PEOPLE, and ia that republican form. took 
the oath of fidelity. Not one commanders 
of a legion, nor evmi so much as a tribune^' 
appeared in favour of Galba ; on the con*-^ 
trary, many of them, as often happens in 
cases of public confusion, not only, con* 
nived, but helped to increase the tumult.'. 
The mutineers were still without a huA&r* 
No man took upon him to harangue liie 
multitude; no orator' ascended the tri- 
bunal; nor could the incendiaries tell 
in whos#Bervice their eloquence was to be 
employed. 

LVL .HoRDEONius FirAccus beheld 
this scene of confusion^ and, though a 
consular commander, never once inters 
posed with his authority to restrain the 
violent, to secure the wavering, or to ani-^ 
mate the well-affected. He looked on, a 
calm spectator, tame and passive; it may 
be added, innocent, but innocent through 
sluggish indolence. Four centurions of 
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the eighteejith legion, namely, Nonius Re-- boo« 
ceptus, Donattus Valens, Romilius Mar* %J!^ 
cellus, vand Calpurnius Repentinus, at^^g^^ 
tempted to defend the images of Galba; ^^ 
The. soldiers attacked them with impe^ 
tuous violence, and all four were loaded 
with fetters. > From that .moment all fide«* 
)ity was at an end* The obligation of the 
former oath was no longer binding* It 
happened in this, as ih all additions: on6 
set appeared to be the most numerous, 
the rest followied the leaders, and the 
^hole herd was of one party. In the 
course of the night that followed the ca* 
lends of January, the eagle*bearer of Jh« 
fourth legion arrived at the Agrippiniatt 
colony fa^, where Vitellius was engaged.at 
a banquet, with intelligence, that the 
fourth' and eighteenth .legions^ having de^ 
stroyed the' images of Galbay took a hevf 
form of oath to the senate and eomaiv 
jPEOPLE* As that government existed no 
longer, the oath was deemed a Eullity. In 
this crisis it was judged proper to seize 
Ihe opportunity that fortune offered, and^ 
Jby the nopoination of an emperor, fix 
'the wavering temper of the legions. Di- 
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lOJM: iiplktt)M ^^en^ w to infonti 

wv^ die army in tke !E<ow6r Qeraiany^ that the 

^M.^ sbidiers on 1}^ Upper Rb»iive had r^^^^ted 

^^1^ ftom'Galba^ 9iid that, bj ccniseqiieiice, it 

„ fVQMined for sthom tlther to mairch against 

Jbbe ittl^elsy 0!\ £(>r the sake of peace and 

«ratual coneofd, ' to oreate anodier ein«- 

]3ieiror. In dibosing for thtms^ves t\ej 

N l9oul4 haaard '^tite ; but indeeim^n might 

be dangerous. 

' LVil. Thts winter«qn»rters (a} of iht 
tfifit i^ionVweje nearest to the rtsidenoe 
i0f^¥ite3tfi«. Fabiiu Varlms was the com«- 
ftMlnditig ^cerj a proKppt and daring 
teftder of tecHtion. Oa the ioQowing day 
^ pi)t hifMitM «t the heistd o# the o^valify 
l^longing t^hh owh legion, abd^ i^th m 
psaty of th« mtAiioi^B^ proceeded by a 
lll|jld' inarch to the iigrippinian colony; 
Hte'1ib^96f(ilef %litiBr«d the city, tivan i»fe 
MSuted Vitellks l»y tlie title of efmpeiof. 
fPhe legioAB ti t\m provirrce, with £ea} $tiid 
Uhloury folloMf«^d his ej^ample; brnd^thnt 
4l*y« before the nones of Janiiaiy, |^ lo- 
fpoTki in Vpp^ Germany declfemd for Yi- 
*t^iu9, loiing all mtnifxyci dfe ^liate 
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and the Roman people. Ilioie ^^oos book 
iro»ds, ^1^ a lew days before resounded *J^ 
with^ mutli mergy, were dtoptatonce; ^J2b.^ 
and tlie men, it now was plain, were never "^^ 
in thdr h^ts the sddiers ei a republic. 
Tike Agrippinian people, the Tievieri, and 
lingones, were determine aot to be be^ 
feiii^battd in demonstrations <^ 2eal. They 
ottered a supply of anii» dftd hones, ^ 
men Atfd tabitef^ in ]^pO¥%ioa to tii^lt r«x 
s|)e^v^ai4lit$e3. Th6 strong and valid^t 
if&b wUhng to serite ia p&mmi the rie4l 
^jetfsd their tveasurer ^»d t^ skiM 
|^t<& ^eir advicts. The kadiYig ehjbiir, »» 
loell in (be «oIatiies «s in tte canp^ wbo 
bud already etifidied tbeovselTeB by tbc[ 
spoik af war, wished €ct aftothor tnn^torji 
tbatm^htbring wiA itaaat^Mntouiatiea 
of wealth* Thft ami with wbbh th€ty<»^ 
tered liktd the league, was w^at Jta^bt :ii« 
«)£peotad; bat llie alsrcrity of the 'Coamidir 
men w«s beheld with wonden Pedi^ aail 
destkntej titty ituufe a tender of their;»»j 
vdltog-sttbsiBtence, thcar bidte, Uic^iv^ait** 
<»nitr«tnent»^ and the «ii^r ovnbaiisiiis tif 
their annotnr ; all e:setted by oae gmeiid 
impobtt, ia mddm ^ of ioiiod etrthariikpk 
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BOOK In their motives there was, no doubt, 
WW a mingle of avarice; and plunder, they 
"^822.^* hoped, would be the reward of valour. ' 

AD. 

LVIII. ViTELLius, after bestowing the 
highest praise on the spirit with which the 
soldiers embraced his cause, proceeded to 
regulate the various departmeaats of pt^blic 
business. He transferred the offices, hither* 
to granted to the imperial freedmen, to 
the Roman knights ; and the fees claimed 
by the centurions for exemptions from 
duty, were, for the future, to be deilrayed 
out of the revenue of the prinde. The fury 
' of the soldiers, demanding vengeiance. on 
particular persons, was not to be repressSed- 
He yiiolded in some inistances,. and io' others 
eluded their resentment undetr co)owr of 
reserving the obnoxious for heavier pti- 
nishmeht. Pompdus Propinquus, the go- 
vernor of Belgic Gaul, was put to death 
On the spot ; but Julius Btirdb, who com- 
manded the German fleetv was saved by 
an artful stratagem. The army consi- 
dered that officer as the accuser first, ^nd 
afterwards as the murderer,- t)f Fonteiusi 
Capito, whose imemory was still hdld in 
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resp«$ct. To pacdon openly was^ not in boos 
the power of Vitellius : he could execute yj^ 
in open day; but to be merciful, he was ^'^^ 
•oMged to deceive. Burdo remained in ^g^* 
^prison till the victory obtained by Vitel- 
'Jius, appeased the wrath of the soldiers. 
He then was set at liberty. In the mean 
time, Centurio Crispinus, who with, his 
own hand had shed the blood of Capito, 
suffered as a victim to expiate that atro- 
cious .deed. His guilt w^s manifest; the 
soldiers demanded his blood, and Vitellius 
thought a man of tbat description no kind 
of loss. 

LIX. Julius Civilis was the next 
whom the. army doomed to destruction ; 
but being of high rank and consequence 
among the JBatavians, fear of a rupture , 
with fhat fierce and warlike people saved 
his life. There were, at that time, in the 
tierritpry of the Lingones, no less than 
eight Batavian cohorts, annexed at first as 
auxiliaries to the fourteenth legion, . but 
separated in the distraction of the times ; 
a body of men, in that juncture, of the 
greatest moment. It was in their power 
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1KK>i£ t6 tu^n the 'soeAe in ^v««r ol* wJiw^m 

>«»yo party they espioused). KoniiiM, Bcm^tMiir 

^'i^' Bomiiiu^, ittnd Calpamkis, the fouir a^rti»- 

*i^' ^ons sdready mentioneid, were, by oiiiir 

(kF ViteUius, httnied to ekecttlioiij '^Ruf 

had remained itteady in (^eir ^tetpf] td ^bcir 

■pntiee ; and fidelily Is a ctkm •nhixiuMki 

in dpen i^ebdlien ti^r patiAoti. Vakito 

Aa&iticus; iJte'gorenior of teelgie GauU tQ 

, ^ Vhom, in i ^hoit tMie 'a^^, Vitdltti^ gttfe 

his danghter in matiiage; dod Jiiiumb 

m%iSQs, ivho presided in tlie pM>rinee ai 

Lyons, and had under his 6MMbahd thfe 

Italic legion {aj^ and the body of hpMe 

called the Taurinian cavalry (bX went over 

to the pa3rty of th6 ne^ '^naperor. The 

fbrces in Sliaetla Wene M>t ioag in euspecise, 

and <lt6 legions in Briitaia^dedaMd, intb- 

out he«ifotkm, in favour of V4teiikis. 

•hXi Britain was, at diat ^sust gn. 
verhed bylVebdlitt8Mai^HHis/«;; ^iaam, • 
lor his avarice and fsordid pftustice^ <i^ 
spSlsed ttoA hated by tbe «lrmy. B(M«r«ai 
hitt) and Ifce^eias CiKSius, vrlM wnm i Ko A' 
tA <)ie twentieth le^oMs ^Ss6tb had W«n a 
loDg^subfosting ^narrel, iotic^ed «f iAle 
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jwitb^ keener acrimony, and embittered by book 
the distractions of a civil war. Gaelius v^-^^ 
•was charged by his superior officer with ^822.^* 
ijeing the fomenter of sedition, and an ^P* 
€!ne*ny to discipUne and good order: in 
Teturnj he recriminated, alleging that the 
iomjnander in chief plundered the legions, 
and left the soldiiers to languish in distress 
and poverty. From this dissension be- 
tween their officers the common men 
caught the infection. All discipUner was 
at kn end. Licentiousness prevailed, and 
the tumult rose at lengtli to such a height^ 
that Trebellius, insulted openly by the . 
^auxiliaries, deserted by the cavalry, and 
jbetrayed by the cohorts, was obliged to' 
, ^y for refuge to Vitellius. The province j 
however, notwithstanding the flight of a 
consular gm^ernor, remained in a perfect 
state of tranquillity; The commanders of 
the legions held the reins of government, 
by their commissions equal in authority^ 
but eclipsed by the enterprising genius and 
the daring spirit of C«elius, 
(,j: . . ' .. ■ *' . . « ■ \ - 

: LXI. The arrival of the forces from 
Britain was an accession of strength; and 
yoii. V. I 
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jPoojK tljCTeupoii^ Vit?eH»i5, flushed yitb hope, 
v>^ abounding in riefiojirceg, and steong in 
'822.^' imipbers, resolved to c&rry tte war into 
^^^ * Italy by two different routes, lioder the 
conduct pf two oomfnanders. Fabims'Var- 
le^s w^s sefttibrward, with in«triiiction» io 
^m^ to his interest the people of Gaui, 
and, if he found them obstinate, to laj 
waste their country with fire and sword; 
^e was afterwards to pass over the Qottialt 
Jilps (njy and make an irruption into Italy* 
Cse^ina, the other general, was ordered to 
^ke a nearer way, over the Penine mDuA^ 
taiusi and make his decent on that side, 
yhe flower of the army from the Ijower 
J^hine, with the eagle of the fifth legioD^ 
^d the cohorts ^»d cavalry, amoustmg 
^ fprty thousand men, were put under 
tlje cooinjgjnjj of V»l^iis. Gaedna aiir 
.vanned ffopi th?^ Upper Germany with na 
less tib^Q thirty thousand, of which tiba 
one and tvre^tieth legion was the main 
strength. Eaph commander had a rein^ 
forcement of German auxiliaries. Vitel* 
lius followed them, with a third army, to 
crush whatever reijisted, smd bring up the 
whole weight of the war. 
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LXH. The neKv eibperor and his army book 
presented a striking contmst : the soldiers v..^^ 
burned with impatience, and with one ^'s^s.^* 
voice demanded to be led against the ^^ 
enemy. ** It was titaie,^ they said, *^ to 
" push on the war with vigour, while the 
** two Gauls are In commotion, and Spain 
^ is yet undecided. The winter seascm 
*^ n fttr from being an obstacle ; nor were 
*^ the liien to be amusfed with idle nego- . 
^ tiatioas to bring on a compromise, Italy, 
•* wi srfl events, mcist be invaded, and 
^ Rome taken by storm. In civil dissent 
*^ sfcttis, it is expedition that gives life and 
^ eoef^y to all mlilitary operatiohs. *The' 
** crisis called for vigour, and debate wa« 
" out of season.'' Vitellius, in the mean 
time, loitered away his time in dull repose, 
lilfeless, torpid, drunk at noon-day, and 
overwhelmed with gluttony (a). Thfe irii* 
^rial dignity, he thought, edflSB^ted in 
Aot and profukiofi, arid he resolved to en* 
joy the prerogative of d prince. The spirit 
of thei soldiers supplied the defecte of 
tihfeit princei They neither wanted him 
iti the ranks to tfnitafitte the bfave, nor to 
Kktse the tardy and inactive. Eabh man 

I 2 
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50OK was his own general- With one consent 
they formed the ranks, and demanded th6 
signal for the march. They saluted Vitel- 
lius by the name of Germanicus (b) ; that 
of Caesar he cho^e to decline, ^nd even 
after his victory always rejected it. Va- 
lens began his march- On that very day 
his army beheld a joyful omen. An eagle 
appeared at the head of the lines, measur- 
ing his flight by the movement of the sol- 
diers,, as if to guide them on their way. Thft^ 
dir resounded with shouts of joy, while- 
the bird proceeded in the same regular 
Course, undisniayed by the uproar j and still 
seeming to direct their mtarch.. A pheno- 
menon so unusual was considered as a sure 
prognostic of a signal victory. 

LXIII. The army advanced in good 
order tows^rdg the state of the Treyeri, 
whom they considered as their friends and 
allies. At Divodurum CaJ (a city of the 
Mediomatriei) they received every mark 
of kindnefss, but were seized unaccount- 
ably with a sudden panic, in its effect so 
extraordinary, that the* soldiers grasped' 
their arms, antd fell upbn-the innocent iu* 
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liabitants sword iu hand. In this dread- boos 
ful outrage ' the love of plutider had . no v.-^>^ 
share ; a sudden phrensy possessed every ^i^^^' 
mind; and, as the cause wais unknown, A^^^r 
BO remedy could be applied. No less 
than four thousand men were massacred ; 
and, if the entreaties' of the general had: 
not at length prevailed, the whole city 
liad been laid in blood. The rest of Gaiil 
was alarmed by this horrible catastrophe 
to such a degree, that, w^herever the army, 
approached, whole cities, with the magis- 
trates at their head, went forth in a sup- 
pliant manner to sue for mercy. Mothers^ 
with their children la_y prostrate on the 
ground, as if a conquering enemy ad- 
vanced , against them; and, though no*^ 
thing like hostility subsisted, the wretched 
people were obliged, in profound peace, 
to deprecate all the horrors of war. , . 

LXIV. Valens arrived with' his army 
at the capital city of the Leucians (a). At 
that place he received intelligence of the 
murder of Galba, and the accession of 
Otho. The news made no impression on: 
the soldiers. Unmoved by joy or fear, 
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JBOOK tiiey thought of nothing but the spoils ofi 
wv^ war. The Oaiils^ reteased by this eveufc 
822. ' from their attachment to Galba, ii^re noi^K: 
^/ at liberty to choose their party. Otk> 
and VitelUus were objects of their detes- 
tation ; but they feared the latter* The 
army proceeded on their march to tibft 
territory of the Lingones, a people w^elb 
disposed towards Vitellius. They meti 
witl;i a friendly reception, and passed theii? 
time in acts of mutual kindness* Bub 
this amicable intercourse was interrupted; 
by the intemperance of- the cohort fbjj 
which had been separated, as already meur 
tione^, from the fourteenth legion, andi/ 
by Valens incorporated with his army* 
Being of the Bataviah nation, and by na-r 
ture fierce and. warlike,; they lived on bad 
terms with the kgions, Opprobrious word»j 
passed between them; from words con- 
tention arose : the legionary soldiers en- 
tered into the dispute, and joined the dif- 
ferent parties as judgement or inplination 
prompted. The quarrel rose to such a. 
pitch, that, if Valens had not interposed, 
and, by making a few examples, recalled> 
the Batavians to a sense of their duty, ^ 
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irfobdy battle, mfiist hafve beeti the coifte- Biyot 

A.U.C. 

A colotoablfe pretext foi^ falliAg on tlVe %^- 
^dirttrtS' wafs the aa^dent wish of the army ; 
bttt thiat people not only complied witfr 
tfcc d^acatzid of nioney aiicf arms, but added 
a! voluntary supply of provisions. Wha^t 
i^^2^ thus done by the jEduans through 
miotfves of fear, the people of Lyons per- 
formed Math inclination and zeal to serve' 
the eaifise of Vitellius, From that city the' 
I*ALtc LEaiaN and thfe TAuniNiAisr ca- 
VAL#v were ordered? to join the army. 
The d^teenth cohort (c) , which had beea 
uee* to winter there, was left in garrison. 
Maifi^Ilui^ Valens at that time^ commanded 
the. I*alic legion. This officer had reii- 
dftiftd good sfervice to the cause; biit hiJf 
setVfces \rerfe repaid with ingratitude by ^ 
VitellitfSi The" fact was, Fabius Vafeilsi 
t^e comitaander in chiefs had given a secret 
stab to his' reputation, and, to cover his' 
xnsAie&y played an artftil game, with- all 
the plfttisible appearance of sly hypocrisy, 
Iii public he praised" ttte person whom^ ^^^^ 
wtk^iid^Qd'ia the dc^rk. ^ 
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BOOK XXV^ The late war had kindle^ afresfi 
w^ the deadly feud, which had long subsisted, 
'822. ' between the people of Lyons and the in- 
^6^' hal?itants of Vienne (a) , In the various 
battles, which they had fought with al- 
ternate success, and prodigious slaughter^ 
it was visible that so ipuch animosity was; 
not merely the effect of party-rage in ar. 
contest between Nero and Galba, The 
people of Lyons had felt the weight of ^ 
Galba's displeasure ; they saw their re- 
venues (b) wrested out of their hands, and: 
confiscated to the imperial .treasyry, while 
their inveterate enemies enjoyed the fa- 
vours of the emperor. Hence a new source r 
of jealousy. The two cities were separated r 
by a river fcj ; but they were hostile neigh- 
bours, and, they saw each other with in-; 
flamed resentment., Revenge and malice 
were not to be appeased. The citi^ns of 
Lyons oniitted nothing that cotild excite 
the legions against their rivals; they talked- 
with the soldiers, man by man, and no- 
thing less than the utter destruction of 
Vienne could satisfy their indignation, 
" Lyons,"' they said,^ "had been besieged; 
" by their mortal energies, who jiad takea ; 
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" Up arms in the cause of Vindexy iibd book 
*> lately raised recruits to complete the w-y^ 
" legions in the service of Galba-" To ^'^i^' 
these incentives they added the tempta- ^- ^• 
tion of plunder in a rich and opulent 
city. Finding that they had ihfdsed their 
rancour into the mkids of the soldiers, 
they no longer depended on secret, prac- 
tices, but openly, and in a body, pre- 
ferred their petition, imploring the army 
to march forth the redressers of wrong, 
and rase to the ground a city, that bad 
been the nursery of war, and a hive ^ of 
enemies; a foreign race, who hated the* 
Roman name. Lyons, they said, was u 
' confederate colony (d)^ a portion of the 
army, willing, at all times, to. share in the / 
good or evil fortune of the empirie. The 
issue of thfe present war might be dis- 
astrous to their party. They therefore im- 
plored the legions not to leave them,' in 
the. event of a defeat, at the mercy of a 
furious and implacable , enemy. ' : 

LXVI. These entreaties had their ef^ 
feet. . The legions were roused to ven- 
geance, and the ilame rose to such a \ 
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BOOK height, tliat tile corawanders and otber 
w:^;^ officers despaired of being able to- e«tih- 
^8^^' guish it. The inhabitant? of Vieaiie bad* 
^' notice of their daasger. They, tssme foriib 
in solemn pEOcession^ bearing, ih* tbeir 
hands (a) the sacred vestments^ aindl all the> 
usual tokens of peace and humble sfopplin 
cation. Thejir met the ^ Romans oo' tbeit! 
march, and, falling pTc^trate aa tto 
ground^ clasped their kneesy and in a^pa^^ 
th^tic strain depreeated the vtiigeanotf 
read J to burst upon them. !Fabi)us ValewP 
judged it expedient to order a distributicutt 
of three hundred sesterces^ to each rami; 
The soldiers began to relent^ and thei 
colony was respected for its worth and aor 
cient dignity. The general pleaded in he^ 
half of the inhabijbants, and was heard with 
attention. The i^tate, ' however, was ob- 
liged to fnniish a. supply of arms and war- 
like, stores; Individuals^ with emulation^* 
coniributed'from their private stock. The: 
report however was, that the people^ ini 
good time, applied a large sum of money, 
and purchased the protection of the com- 
manKler in chieE Thus nmch is certain^, 
tibat, after beii^ for a long: time depiessed' 
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with poverty, he grew sud4eolj rich; but? booh: 
took no pains to conceal hi& affluence^ 



The art trf" rising in the world with raoie-^8^.^V 
i:^tion» was. not the t*a1e«t of Vakns;. HiSi ^^ 
pasaions had been restrained by indigence^ 
^nd now, when fortune smiled, the sudden, 
taste of pleasure hurried hira into excess* 
A beggar in hi^ youth, he was, in aid age,. 
a, voluptuous prodigal. 

The army proceeded by slow marches. 
tibrough the territQi?y of the AHotaogiant,; 
aod thence to the Vocontians ; the geseral, 
during the wholer progress, making hisii 
markel at every place^ and seMing his fib- 
VQurs for) a sum of inoney. Ear ia bribe htt 
Q-xed tho length of each day's marchj, and* ' 
shifted his canipjfoi^a prices agreed uponu 
hefca^n hixn and the* ownera 06 tl^ laiids^. 
fot» ail. U^ese exactions -Valem enforced his' 
ordam with unreJentitig; cruelty,, nor did hfe? 
blush to drive open l^argains with tlfcrni^^ 
gistrafcea of the several. cities* Torches and 
firabrandsi were prepared* to firie the/towisi 
of Lucus,, situate in the territory of the: 
Vocontiansk; and. the place* would infal^ 
libly hav€ibeen)burnt.t6 th©;ground, if the. 
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BOOK people had not ransomed themselves witlf 
a considerable sum. Where pecuniary* 
bribes were not to be had, women were- 
obliged to resign their persons, and pro-* 
stitutioh became the price of common hu- 
manity. In this manner, gratifying his 
avarice, or his brutal passions, Valens ar- 
rived at the foot of the Alps. 

LXVII. Cjecina, who commanded the 
second army, marked hisj way with greater 
rapine and more horrible cruelty. He- 
found in the territory of the Helvetians'* 
abundant cause to provoke a man of his 
ferocious temper. The people of that di- 
strict, originally a Gallic nation (a)^ were 
renowned in former times for their valour, 
and their exploits in war. Of late years: 
the history of their ancestors was their only 
glory. Not having heard of the death^ of 
Galba, they were unwilling to acknow- 
ledge Vitellius. In this disposition of their ^ 
minds, they had soon a cause of quarrel, 
occasioned by the rapacity of the twenty- 
first legion. That body of men fell in with 
a party, who were escorting, a sum of 
money to a! strong fort, where the Helve- 
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tians had immemorially maintaided a gar- book 
rison. The Romans seized the whole as law- v--^ 
ful plunder. An act of violence, so unwar- 'ssL ' 
ranted, raised the indignation of the people. ^^. ' 
Determined to make reprisals, they inter- 
cepted a small party on their way to Pan- 
nonia, with letters from the German army 
to the legions stationed in that country^ 
They seized the papers,, and detained in 
custody a centurion with some of his soU 
diers. This, to such a man as Caecina, was 
aniple provocation. He w;ished for nothing 
so much as a pretence for open hostility. 
Whenever he took umbrage, he struck hi^ 
blow without delay. To defer the punish- 
xnent, were to leave time for repentance; 
IJe marched against the Helvetians, and, 
having laid waste the country, sacked ^ 
place, built, during the leisure of a long 
peace, in the form of a municipal town, 
yemarkable for the beauty of the situation^ 
ai\d, by reason of its salubrious waters fbj^ 
much frequented. Not content with this 
act of revenge, he sent dispatches into 
^haetia, with orders to the auxiliaries of 
that country to hang upon the rear of the 
Helvetians, while he advanced to attack 
them in front. 
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LXVHI. TttE spirit of the^ Helvetians, 
fierce and intrepid while the datiger was at 
' a distance, be^n to droop a6*soon As t^ 
war drew nearer. In the beginning of thfeSft 
hostilities they had chosen Claudius Se*- 
verus to command their forces, but terror 
and confusion followed. They neither kwentf^ 
the use of their arms, nor the advantage 
of discipHne. To keep their ranks in bat* 
tie was not their practice, nor were they 
iblfe to act ifl concert with their united 
force. The contest, they now petceivfed^ 
must be unequal with a vetetari army; 
and, their fortifications being every whepfe 
in decay, to stand a siege was not advisa-^ 
He. C«cina advanced at the head of a nu- 
merous army; the cavalry and auxiliary 
forces from Rhaetia, with the youth of that 
country, enured to arms, and trained to th^ 
art of war, were ready to attack them in 
the rear. The country was laid waste, and 
a dreadful carnage followed. The Helve- 
tians betook themselves to flight; andj 
itfter wandering about in a general panic, 
wounded, maimed, and unable to resist^ 
they threw down their arms, and fied fot 
refuge to the mountain, known by th* 
name of VoCetius faj. A band of Thra* 
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cians iras sent to dislodge thenL DrivexL aooiK 
!&om their fitstness, they betook themselves s^.^ 
4o the woods^, or fled to their lurking-places, ^'^'.^ 
nrMle the Germans and Rhaetians ^lung ^^* 
4(ipoiitfaem in dieir fligirt. Several thoii^ 
isajKis were put to the sword, or sold tp 
.-ebtrerj. Having ravaged the couptry; 
and laid a scene of desolation, the army 
jDQiarchied to the siege of Aventicum fbj^ the 
'Capital city of the Helvetiaqs. The in- 
iiahitants sent their deputies, offering 
to surrender at disci?etion. Their sub- 
mission was accepted. Julius Alpinias, 
one of the leading ohiefS). charged Vfitk 
being, the aufthor, of the war^ was by 
order of Caecitia publicly excepted. Th« 
rest were left to the mercy or resentment 
of Vitellius. 

. LXiX. TfiB Helvetians sent th^ir am- 
bassadans to the new emperor ; but which 
vms most implacable, he or his army, it is 
difficult t6 decide. The soldiers clamoured 
for the utter destruction of the whole race. 
They brandished their arms in the face of 
die ambassadors, and threatened blows 
and brutal vioiefvce. y itellius showed no 
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jBpo^i: less ferocity. He gave vent to atotrent of 
wv^ abuse, and threw out violent menaces* At 

A IT r^ ■ 

W- ' length Claudius Cossus, one 6f the d^pit- 
^ft^P* ties, who possessed an uncommon share of 
eloquence, but bad the skilly under an ap- 
pearance of well-acted terror, to conceal 
his power over . the passions of liis au^b^ 
• ence^ had the address to sooth the minds 

of the soldiers. Their rage subsided, and 
compassion, took its turn. Such is the na*- 
ture of the multitude; easily inflamed, 
and with a sudden transition shifting 
to the opposite extreme. They • melted 
into tears, and never ceased their suppli* 
cations till they prevailed on Vitellius, and 
«aved the people from destruction/ 

LXX. C^ciNA, wanting iUrther . in^- 
structions from Vitellius, and, at the same 
time,, making all proper arrangements for 
his passage, over the Alps, halted for a feitf 
days in the territory of the Helvetians. In 
that situation, , he received intelligence 
that the squadron of horse called Sylla's 
squadron (a), at that time quartered on 
the b^nks of the Po, had sworn fidelity to 
Vitelliu?. They bad formerly served. uiidey 
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ViteUiusV wheft lie wa^ tbe pFocpnsular book 
gj))^€rat)r Ch) of Afii^a. Nero; whien he pro- w^ 
ject€d/i*n-fexpeditioii into ^Egypt, ordered "^'s^'; 
th^isi^to sail for that country; but, being \^\ 
so^ii." after alarmed by the commotions 
Stirred up by Vindex; he called them back 
to Itftly, where they remained from that 
tinlB. Theii* officers, unacquainted with 
Otho, and closely, connected with Yitellius, 
espoused the iriterest of the latter. By re- 
presenting to the men the strength of the 
l^ops th^h on their march to the inva- 
sion f<)f- Italy, and by extolling the valour 
of tbe iGerrti^m armies, they drew the whole 
sqjiafdron into their party. As a further 
ptQpf of their zeal for their new prince, 
they attracted to his interest the chief 
municipal towns on the other side of the 
Po, namely, Mediolanum (c)j Novaria,^ 
Eporedia, and Vercelles. Of this fact Cae* 
ciua was apprised by dispatches from the. 
oQSfcers. . But a single squadron, he knew, 
was not sufficient to defend so large a tract 
of country. In order to reinforce them, he 
sent forward the cohorts of Gaul,* of Lu- 
sitania, and Britain, with the succours 
from Gettnany, and th^ squadron of horse 

VOL. V. K 
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BOOK called the ala pfixaisrA (d). How he 
v^.^ himself should pass into Italy, was his 
^m.^' next consideration. His first plan was to 
^'^/ march over the Rhaetian mountains (ejj in 
order to make a descent into Noricim, 
where Petronius Urbicus, the governor of 
. the province, supposed to be a partisan 
in Otho's service, was busy in collecting 
forces, and destroying the bridges over 
the rivers. But this enterprise was soon re- 
linquished. The detachnlent already sent 
forward might be cut off, and, after 'iall, 
tiie secure possession of Italy was the im* 
portant object. The issue of the war, 
wherever decided, would draw after it all 
inferior places, and Noricum would fall, 
by consequence, into the hands of the con- 
queror. He resolved, therefore, to pr^ 
ceed by the shortest way into Italy. For 
this purpose, he ordered the tiroc^s lightly 
armed to proceed on their journey, and, 
with the legions heavily armed, he marched 
himself over the Penine Aljps (/^, through 
•a waste of snow, and all the rigours of the 
winter season. 

>LXXI. Otho, in the mean time, dis* 
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pkyed fe new and ufteip6cted cfharacter. book 
Hfe reflounced hi« love of pleasure, or, at v^-^^ 
Jfeast, dlisfembled for the present. Scorn- ^'3^/^* 
ing to loiter in luxury and inglorious ease, ^|^^' 
ht assumed a spirit becoming the majesty 
of empire. And yet the chattge diffused 
h general terror : men knew that his virtues 
*rere felse, and they dreaded a return of 
Kis former vices. He Ordered Marius Gel* 
sus, the consul elect, whom he had put in 
irons faj in order to rescue him from the 
hands of the soldiers, to appear before him 
m the Capitol. To acquire the fame of 
eiemency, by releasing a man of illustrious 
dbai^titer, and well known to be an ^nemy 
to OtfiO and his party, was the object of 
hk amhition. Celsus appeared with un-* 
t^aken constancy. He confessed the crime 
of adhering faithfully to the unfortunate 
Oalba, and, by that firmness, gave the 
cttiperor a fair opportunity to gftice his 
diaracter. Otho did not assume the tone 
of a Sovereign granting pardon to a critni-' 
narl; but, to show that he could think ge^ 
fterottsly of an enemy, and to remove aH 
doubt of the ismaerity <^ his reconciliation, 
he received CdsuS i^mong his iatimate 
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BOOK friends, and, in a short tinje afterward&i 
appointed him one of his generals to con- 
duct the war. Celsus accepted the com^ 
mission, and remained steady to^ his trusty 
His fidelity was honourable, but unfortu- 
nate. The clemency of the prince gave; 
great satisfaction to the leading men ajt 
'Rome ; the populace applauded, and even 
the soldiers admired the virtue wliich they 
had condemned. , , 

LXXII. The joy excited on this occa- 
sion was followed by an event no less ac- 
ceptable, but for reasons of a different 
nature. The public voice was loud against 
Sophonius TigelHnus (a)j and accordingly 
his doom was fixed. From low beginnings, 
this man had raised himself to eminefnco 
in the state. His birth was obscure. 
Stained in his youth with the worst impu- 
rities, he retained, in his advanced years» 
all his early habits, and cl6sed with dis- 
grace a life begun in infamy. By his vices, 
the surest road to preferment, he obtainec^ 
the command, first of the city cohorts, and 
afterwards of the prsetoiian guaj^ds^ The 
rewards which were dug to virtue only, he 
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dbtalned by tiis crimen. To tiis effeminate BOoit 
'qualities he united soijie of those rougher v,-..^' 
evils which uiay be called manly passions, "^'^^ 
such as avarice and ' cruelty. Having ^g^' 
gained an entire ascendant over the affec- 
tions of Nero, he was, in some instances, . 
tJae: adviser of the horrors committed by 
that prince, and in others the chief actor, 
:without/thQ knowledge of his master. He 
corifupted Hero a;t first, a:nd in the end de- 
serbbd:bim. Hence it was that the blood 
fitf .a i criminal was never d^anded with 
^uch -Vident clamoiir. The nien who 
detested tKe memory of Nero, and those 
who stiB^rqeretted him, concurred in one 
epkiiori. r They all joined in the cry for 
piifaiiCi justice. During the short reign of 
G^ll^a, he lived secure under the protec- 
tion; of Titiis Vinius. In fact, he had some 
merit With' that minister, having saved the 
Itfeof his daughter ; but, in that very act, 
htimamty was not his motive. A man 
wh© iiad< $hed>sp mucb innocent blood, 
GCMild:not be suspected of u single virtue. 
Ifkidc^ign was, by a new connection j to 
screen himsdf from future danger, * 
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Soph »t fill tvtne^ is the p^ky of tbe 
worst of men ; they dread a reverse ol 
fortune^ and, in the hour of need, hope to 
shelter themselves^ under tb^ protection of 
some pernicious favourite. Innocence m 
DO part of their care ; thej know tlmt tfaa 
guilty we ever rra.dy to defend each other^ 
But the friendship of Vinius, who was Stitt 
Temembered with detestation, was aar 
additional spur to the populace. Tfaft^ 
crowded together from all quarters ;. ihtf 
sunounded the palace; they filled thft 
forum ; and in the circus and the theatre^ 
where licentiousness is most apt to show* 
itself, they clamoured, with a degree of 
violence little short of sedition, for thft 
punishment of a vile malefactor. TigeUW 
BUS was then at the baths of Sinuessa (b)^ 
Orders were sent to him to put a period 
to his life. He received the &tal hews ia 
a circle of his concubines; he took leav# 
with tenderness; and after, mutual am« 
braces, and other trifling delays, hm cut 
bis throat with a razor; by the pusil« 
laniniity of his last moments disgraciiig 
even the infamy o( bis former lifik 
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LXXIU* About tbe same time, the jmcoL^ 



^xecutioft of C^lvia Crispinilla faj was dor 
manded bj the publip voice : but by va- ^'g^g.^' 
rious artifices, in which the dupUcity of ^q^\ 
tiie prince covered him with dishonour^ 
«he wfts saved from danger. She had been, 
in the reign of Nero, the professed teacher 
(trf lascivious pleasqrej^ apd, in the various 
«cenes of that emperor, the caterer foij; 
his appetite. She passed afterwards into 
Aiiica, and, having instigated Clodiuf 
Macer to revolt, became an accompUce io 
im plot to cause a famine in the city of 
Borne. She was married §oon after to a 
man of consular rjank, a^d, by that conr 
flection, gained a powerful interest, inso* 
tquch that, during the reigns of Galba, 
Otho, and Vitelliufi, she lived in perfect 
ilecurity. Even in the following reigi^ 
fihe was high in credit. Her riches, an4 
her wa!|t of children, placed her in a 
flaorishmg state; and those two circum- 
lances, in good as well fts evil times^ ^xp 
sons to be of weight 

LXXIV/ Otho, in the mei»n tjroe, en- 
deavoured by frequent letters tp divert 
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BOOK Vitellius from his purpose. His proposals 
were in the soft stjle of female persuasion; 
he offered mouey, and a retreat for volupi^ 
tuous enjoyrrients, with all that the prince's 
favour could bestow. Vitellius answered 
in the same delicate strain. Both partira 
corresponded in dainty terms, wkh dis^ 
isembled hatred, and frivolous negotiation*^ 
till, exasperated by want of success, they 
changed their tone, and, with unguarded 
invective, charged each other with crimi^ 
hal pleasures and flagitious deedsl Both 
had truth on their sides. Weary of alter- 
cation, Otho recalled the deputies, who 
had been sent by Galba, and, in thdr 
roorti, dispatched others to the German 
army, to the Italic legion, and the troops 
quartered at Lyons, with instructions . to 
negotiate in the name of the senate. .The 
men employed in this ernbassy tarried 
with Vitellius, aiid^ by their cheerfiil comv 
pliance, left no room to think that they 
were detained by force. Under pretence of 
doing honour to the embassy, Otho had 
sent a detachment of the praetorian guards. 
Without suffering th^m to mix .with the 
soldiers, Vitellius ordered them to rctm'n 
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ieitk>Qt dtslay. .Fabivis Yal^iwtook jtlje poQK 
opportimity to write, itt th^jQjaoie 9f^th8 ,v5cv>/ 
German army, to tiie prdetorian gdi^^St ^g|».^' 
His letters, in .a style of magnificence, set ^^^* 
forth the strength of the Jpgions, an^, at 
the same. time, offered terms of mutu^ 
concord., <Hie .condemned the fqi;W%r4 
aeal, with which they, presnnjed to trji^ 
^fer to Othq an empire whi?h ^l^^d; b^i) 
.vested in Vitdllus-. He pningled promi^gs 
,with expressions of anger, aiKl, after ,treat» 
ing the praetorians as inen unequal^ to q^ 
important war, gave thena assurapcgs. th^ 
they would lose nothing by peace and 
^uiahimrity. These, letters, however, wpre 
without effftct- The prsetorians cojitin^e4 
firm in their duty. . ^. ^ 

. LXXV. The rival chiefs,bj5gan tpjaj 
anar^^ for ea^h other. They waged a.^^ 
of treachery. Emissaries were sent by 
Oth9 ittto Germany, and others by ViteU i 
lius, to vRoEQe. Both parties m^spd tl^eir 
aim* . The agents of Vi^lhus passed u,n- 
detected* Arpidst a concqi^rse of people, 
in so. vast a city as Rome, they could lur^ 
irith impunity; while, on the other ha^d^ 
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)R in a camp where all were knut^n to nek 
other, the men employed by OAo weje 
soon discovered by the novelty 'ef their 
faeas. VitelUus, anxious fof his family, 
then residing at Rome, sent letters to Ti^ 
Xtianus,^ the brother of Otho, threatening, if 
li^ny violence was offered to his mother or 
Bs children (a), to make reprisals, and put 
both Mm and his son to death. Both fk«* 
milies remained unhiirt. As long as Otho 
lived, fear mi]^t be the motive : ;VitelKus^i 
after his victory, added to his laurels the 
|)alm of clemency. 

LXXVI. The first occurrence that ioi;^ 
spired Otho with confidence in his cause, 
was an account from Illyrieum that the 
It^ions of Dalmatia, iof Pannonia, and 
Mae^ia, had declared in his figivour. AA^ 
vices from Spain brought the like inte^ 
gence^ and in a public edict, honourabie 
mention was made of Cluvius Rufus, the 
governor of the province. That oompli* 

, raent, however, was found to be pmma^ 
ture. Spain went over to the interest of 
Vitellius. The people of Aquitaine, und« 

/the infltience iyi Julius Cordus, had swcmm 
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obedience to Otho; but a little time torn 
showed, that the oUigaticm of an oath wa«( 
QO longer binding. All principle^ all a£* 
lection^ and all truth, were banished. Eear, ^^p*^ 
and the necessity of the times, governed^ 
in ereiy quarter. Narbon Gaul acoeded 
to Vitellias. A party in force^ and neap 
at hand, found no diiiicdty in drawing 
their noighfoours into a league with them* 
sc^es. The distant provinces, and all 
idaoes separated by the Mediterranean, 
adhered to Otho, not from motives of re*' 
gard for him or his party, but because the 
name of Rome and the senate was still i«4 
spected by foreign nations. Besides this, 
Qiboi bdng the first announced in foFetgn 
fMcrtB, had already made his impression; 
T\m army kt Judeea under the conduct of 
Vespasian, and that in Syria, under Mu^ 
donus^ swore fidelity to Otho. Mgypif 
a&d the provinces in the East, acknow 
ledged his authority. The same disposi« 
Hon pvevailed in Africa* That whole^ 
country was willing to follow the example 
set by^ the people of Carthage. In that 
mty, without smy order or authority &Wi 
¥ipsamu9 Apipnianus, thett .procomular 
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IKMK gafHrrm of the province, a public ini/b 

v-rC-^ WW given by a.pra^atical fellow, of the 

^W. ' name x)fCriBsceDs,. one of Nero's freedmea^ 

^^" V^o .had the ambitioQ to distinguish him-r 

self as, an active partisan in the interest of 

Qtho«. Such, in times of public distrac- 

tipn,' is the. presumption of the lowest men 

m the state^ They think it time tq 'eraer^ 

froiji their obscurity, and act their part, as 

:^ ^hfey had an interest in the commoi!i^ 

^cialth* The mob of Carthage expressed 

thf ii: zeal with all demonstrations ', of jo^v 

and the rest of Africa followed thqjr^ ex* 

ample* 

, LXXyil. In this posture of afiairs, 
whi]e the armies and the sevenal pibvinces 
embraced oppo^te mterests,ril was. evi* 
dfiM that y it^Uius, to secure his title, had 
^tbiiig left but the decision o^tbe ^wonlv 
Otho>; in ,the meaa time, remaned at 
Rjp^^ discharging all the fuiKtion^^f the 
907«i»ign power, as if he was est^iJ}^^ 
»a pCQ^und tranquillity. His ccmdud^^iu? 
some (instances, was such as becani^^ tbe: 
49ffaty of tbo>state ; but liis-.measiires, fd 
tfe6 ;flaost part^ were, hastily adopted^ thc^ 
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taete eApeditnU of the day. He nmi«sdl[ 



liiras^lf and his brother Titianus joittt oon^ 



suls (a)^ to continue in office till the 'ca-i ^a^;P^ 
lends of: March. For the two folldwiiig ^^^ 
i^onths, with a viexy to cprry favowrwiHb 
the German army, he appointed Vergil 
pius, and gave him for his colleague Pitfpn 
p»us Vopiscws. For the nomination «if 
Jihe; latter he pretended motives of fHead-? 
$hip ; but^ as i\>en of iperietration thought^ 
his real vie<f. was^to pay court to the p^pte 
of Vienije.;. With fQgard to future consuls^* 
po alteration was made^ in the arrange^ 
ment settled by Nero or by G alba. Cae^MiS , 
Sabinus and his brother Flavins were ta 
saecce4 for: the months of May and Jifiie. 
J'rQfli the fitsjt of.July;to: Septemjaer^ Af-* 
ijius Anto^irius:/^6>/ and M^rius Celsus.'wegfe 
to^ be:/% office. Nor d-id VitellS»s; slteit 
hij; yt(jtQ?y, distn?b thifS' order of.iSUQC^ 
i^ft. : ; Gthb, at the sdme time, thxjiighl 
pF©p0r :to grant the augural aipi'd; poRt^al 
djgnitiesv: a§ the sunli»i^ of civjl; h6flf|iw% 
tp such of thte sepajofs a? v^ere gtewn^gr^ 
a|. puljlic stations^; npj was Jj6 sunminttfH 
oC^tltft yjfotjiwg p^triciali* fl9\eiy ; TffH^igli^ 
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BOOS bnoce of their sufierings, h^ i)«Mow«d 

w^ ^pon them the sacerdotal honours wMch 

^•,£.^' had been enjoyed by their ancestors. Ctt* 

^' dius Rufus r^;, Ptedius Blassus, and Si6>* 

▼intrs Potntinus, who usder Claudius or 

Nero had been charged with ejctortiooi 

and expelled the senate, Vf&te removed to 

tiieir rank. To varnish thi» ptoceedifii^ 

tlM r^ ofience was suppressed, dad whftt 

Was, in fact, public rapine, in the style of 

tibus pardon took the name Of Violated ma^ 

jesty ; a charge held in Wch general detes" 

' tation, that, to elude it, the best and wb^ 

laws were set ^aside. 

liXXVIII. In order to extend iMs pb^ 
pularity, Otho, in the next place, turned 
his thoughts to the dties and proviaoes* 
little doubling but by acts of munificence 
he should be able to strengthen his ia- 
fewest. To the colonies of Hispalis mtA 
Emerita faj, th^i on the decline, be trans- 
plaated a munber of famihes : the Ltti'> 
gottes were honoured with the privileges' 
^ Rom&n citsens, i»id to the province M 
BitttkA all the Mootisk cities wel« an- 
BttifliGL fie gave a new C6d6 of Itbrtt te 
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Capfrndccift^ and aootfaer to Afpica ; aU 300K 
populat grants^ aiid splendid for the pre* w!^^ 
lent, but soo» to fadfe away, and sink into ^'slts.^ 
oUimm* Amidst these innovations, all ^^v 
of tbem temporislliBg acts, occasioned by 
the pressure of bis affairs, add perhaps on 
that account excusable, he did not forget 
his tender passibns. Eren in the mdUE^t 
when ihe sovereign power was stiH at 
stake, his love of Foppe^^ wa$ not extio- 
guiihed. With fond remembrance 4pf that . 
connection, be cau3ed her statuses to be 
iestored by a decree of the senate. There 
is reai^on to think, tliat, wijth a view to po^ \ 

pularitj, he intended to celebrate the me^ 
mory of Nei^o with public honours. Many 
irete for crectitig the stalues o^f that en4^ 
l^qr {bjy and even proposed it as a ffipblie^' 
measure* The populace and the soldiers^ 
as if they meant to decorate tbeir i^p^r 
wil^ additional splendour, saluted hi^ by 
the title of Nebjo Oxfab. He heard fcheit 
accla^ivations, but remained sil^t; por- 
baps unwilling to rgect the, cotepKnawti 
perh^ aebao|l«d to accq>t it 

.IJj[:SIi£. Ti^pul^ ]^ bdttg!iM>W 
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Bdoi ittterit on the gfeat mene thact bega|i id 
open^ no wondfer iiP foreign tlffaa; fell into 
neglect. Ericouraged by the mktteation 
th^t prevailed at Rome, the Rhoxolaniabisj 
H people of Sarmatia, Who in therpreded- 
ing wjnter had cut off two entire ccdiorts; 
made an irruption into the province of 
Massia, with nine tliousand horse; a band 
of freebooters, determined to ravage the 
country. Plunder, and not war, was their 
passion. They prowled about in quest of 
prey, without order, or apprehension of an 
enemy, Svhen, on a sudden, they found 
theriiselves hemmed in by the third legion 
and their auxiliaries. The Romans ad- 
vanced in order of battle. The Sarma- 
tians^ overloaded with booty, were taken 
•by surprise. On a damp and. slippery 
6dil, the swiftness of their horses was of no 
use. Unable to retreat, they were cut to 
pieces, more like men bound in fetl^ers; 
thaii soldiers armed for the field of battle; 
It may seem strange^ but' it is not less 
true, that the coilirage of the Sarmatiaas 
has no inward principle, but depends alto** 
gether upon external circumstances; a 
kind of coura^, that has no soiirce in the 
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mind, but may be said to be oirt of the book 
m^n* In an engagement with the infant- v^-w 
ry, nothing can be more dastardly; in an ssi. ' 
onset of the cavalry, they are impetuous^ 69,* 
fierce, and irresistible. Their weapons are 
long spears or sabres of an enormous size, 
which they wield with both hands. The 
chiefs wear coats of mail, formed withr 
plates of iron, or the tough hides of aniv 
mals, impenetrable to the enemy, but to 
themselves an incumbrance so unwieldy, 
that he who falls in battle is never able to 
rise again. 

In their encounter with the Romans, a 
heavy fall of rain and a sudden thaw de- 
prived them of all advantage from the ve- 
locity of their horses ; the consequence was, 
that they were overwhelmed in a. d^ep 
waste of snow. The light breast-plates of 
the Romans were no impediment. With 
their missive weapons, and their swords of 
a moderate length, they were able to rush 
into the thickest ranks ; while the Sarma- 
tians, who wear neither shield nor buckler, 
were a mark at a distance, or in close en- 
gagement cut .to pieces. The few who' 

VOL. v. L 
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BOOK eftcaped from; the slaughter, fled for refuge 
to their fens and marshes, and there died 
of their, wounds, or perished under the in- 
clemency of the season. An account oi 
this transaction being received at Rome, a 
triumphal statue was decreed to Marcus 
Aponius, then governor of Msesia, ^Ful- 
Tius Aurelius, Julianus Titius, and Numi-^ 
sius Lupus, all three commanders of le- 
gions, obtained the consular ornaments. 
The joj expressed by OUio was beyond all 
bounds. He assumed the merit of the 
victory, boasting, with vain-glory, tibat, by 
his own auspicious fortune, and the valour 
of his officers and his armies, he had ag- 
grandised the Roman name* 

LXXX. From a cause altogether con* 
temptible, and in its origin threatening no. 
kind of danger, a violent sedition well 
nigh involved the city in ruin. The sevenu- 
teenth cohort, then quartered at Qstia, 
had orders to remove to Rome. The care 
of providing them with arms was commit* 
ted to Varius Crispinus^ a tribune of thd 
praetorian bands* That officer, intending 
to execute his orders without noise o^ 
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bustle, chose his time towards the dose book 

I. 
of day, when the camp was quiet. He w^ 

opened the magazine of arms, and ordered 'ese. * 
the waggoijs to be loaded. The lateness 69/ 
of the hour filled the men with suspicion ; 
the intention seemed dark and dangerous^ 
and the affectation of secrecy prodiiced a 
general tumult. The soldiers were in li- 
quor, and, at the sight of their arms, rea- 
soning like drunken men, they thought it ' 
their business to seize theita without delay. 
They liiutmured, they complained ; they 
charged the tribunes and centurion^ with 
treachery, declaring aloud,, that a dark 
conspiracy was formed, with intention to 
arm the slaves afid domestics of the se- / 
iiators against the life of Otho. A scene 
of uproar and confusion followed. Some ^ 
were stupefied with liquor, and compre- 
hended nothing: the profligate lik*d the 
opportunity to cjommit midnight plunder ; 
and the multitude, as usual, were ready to 
mix in any* sudden commotion- Those 
who regarded discipline and good order 
were undistinguished in the dark. The 
tribune, who attempted to restrain their 
fury, was murdered on th« spot. iThft 
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BOOK centurions, who exerted themselves on the 
J. 

V— ^ occasion, suffered in like manner. Tlie 

A TT f 

822. * soldiers seized their arms ; they mounted , 
^('x^. ' their horsejs, and, entering the city sword in 

hand, rushed in a body to the imperial 

palace- 

LXXXI. Otho was engaged at a grand 
entertainment^ to which he had invited the 
'most distinguished of both sexes. A sud- 
den terror seized the whole company. The 
cause was unknown. Was it an accidental 
fray among the soldiers, or the perfidy of 
the emperor ? What was to be done ? 
Should they stay and perish together? or 
was it more advisable to disperse, and. fly 
different ways? In the hurry and agita- 
tion no one could decide. They made 
a show of resolution : their courage failed ; 
they stood covered with consternation, 
and, with their eyes fixed on Otho, en- 
deavoured to peruse his countenance* 
The usual fate of suspicions minds at- 
tended them all. They were afraid of 
Otho, and he stood trembling for him- 
self. He trembled also for the senate, 
and thought of their danger no less than 
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of his own. He ordered the two praeto- book 
ribn commanders to go forth, in order to w-v^ 
feppease the tumult, and, in . the mean ^y^.^' 
time,, advised his company to depart, ^q^' 
They fled with precipitation. The magis- 
trates threw aside the ensigns of their of- 
fice, and dispersed without their friends, 
without their train of attendants. Old men 
and women of distinction \*^andered about 
in the dark, they knew not whither. FeV 
dared to venti^re towards their own habi- 
tations. The greatest part took shelter 
with theirr friends ; and where the meanest 
of their dependants lived, that place they 
thought the safest refuge. 

LXX'XII. The madness of the soldiers 
was not to be controlled. They burst the 
palaee-gates, and rushed forward to the 
banqueting-room, with outrageous^ cla- 
mour demanding a sight of Otho. Juhus 
Martialis, one of the tribunes, and Vitellius 
Sataminus, the prefect of the legion, en- 
deavoured to oppose the torrent, and were 
both wounded in the fray. Nothing was to 
be seen but the flash of arms, and nothing 
heard but threats- and denunciations of 
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BOOK vengeance, now against the centurions, 
v^^^ , and, at times, a^inst the whole body of 
^ m.^' the senate. The soldiers neither knew the 
%?* cause nor the object of their phrensy, and, 
having no particular victim in view, they 
resolved to lay a scene of general slaughr 
ter. • They forced. their way into the apart* 
ment of the prince. Otho, forgetting his 
own rank and the majesty of empire, 
stood up on his couch, with tears and sup- 
' plications imploring the soldiers to desists 
He prevailed at length. The pjen retired 
to the camp, with a sullen spirit, and guilt 
at their hearts. On the following d^y 
Rome had the appearance of a city taken 
by, assault. The houses were shut, the 
streets deserted, the populace in a geheral 
panic. The soldiers wandered aboujt in a 
sullen mood, with looks of discontent, ra- 
ther than repentance. The two prefects, 
Licinius Proculus and Plotius Firmus, 
went round to the several companies, and 
harangued the men, each according to lufi 
own peculiar temper, in soothing terms, 
or in a style of reproach. A distribution 
of five thousand sesterces to each man 
concluded the business. The tumult over, 
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Otho Tesitured to enter the camp/ Tbe book 
tribunes and cetiturions gathered round v.-.-^ 
him, but without the military ornaments ^'^i^' 
of their rank, jMayingto be dismiusied from ^^ 
the service, that thej might retire to hvt 
in ease and safety. The soldiers felt the 
f!equest as a reproach for their own Qon* . 
duct. Remorse and sonrorRr took pqs»sesr 
sion of every mind. They expressed their 
willingness to retura to their duty, and, of 
their own motion, desired to see the au- 
thors of the insurrection brought to punish- 
ment. 

. LXXXIII. Ik this delicate conjunc- 
ture, when the times were big with dan- 
ger^ and a discordant soldiery heightened 
the distmction, Otho felt that he had a 
(difficult game to play. All who wished 
well to the service, called for aji imme- . 
diate refonri of the army: while, on the 
other hand, the loose and profligate, al- 
ways the grra^test number, liked nothing 
to well as tumult and insurrections, under 
the conduct of an ambitiDUS leader. To 
such minds, Otho knew that the snrongest 
motives to a civil war are the hope« of 
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BOOK growing rich by the spoils of the public ; 

w^ nor was he to learn, that power obtained 
^m.^" hy guilt, is incompatible with a new sys- 

^^P* tem of laws and the rigour of ancient man* 
nets. But still the danger that hung over 
the city and the Roman senate, filled hini 
with anxiety. In this alarming situation, 
he spake to the following effect : 

"I come not now, my fellow-soldiers; 
'* to excite your zeal for me and the- cause 
" in which we are engaged ; much less do 
" I come to add new ardour to your cou* 
" rage. Both are too well known : they 
^' need no incentive. Perhaps some re- 
^' straint may be necessary ; perhaps the 
^* zeal, that pervades you all, requires a 
** degree of moderation. In the late tu- 
^' mult, it was not the love of plunder, 
" nor ill-will to any man, or any set of 
^* men, that urged you on. From those 
^' motives, discord and mutiny have often 
" broke out in various armies; but upon 
** your conduct they had no effect. Nor 
" was there in that transaction any fear of 
*^ danger, or so much as a wish to re- 
" nounce your duty. It vas your regard 
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*^ for rtie, sincere indeed, but generous to boqr 
^ excess, that hurried you on to acts of in- ^— ^ry 

• AUG 

*Hemperarice, and even violence. You list- W. 
** ened to your passions, but not to your %?* 
" judgement ; and where judgement does not' 
" direct and guide, the best coutisels and 
** the best cause are often ruined. We are 
** going forth to a great and important war. 
•* And must all intelligence be communi- 
" cated to the army ? Must every secret 
"be disdosed? And must councils of w^r 
V be held in a public assembly of the sol- 
^ diers ? The reason of things, and the op-i 
** portunity, which must be seized at once 
" or lost for ever, will not allow a mode ; 
*^ of proceeding so slow and dangerous to 
*f the service. To know some things is 
" the duty of the soldier ; in others, not 
"to be informed is his happiness, and 
*^ submission is his virtue. Even the tri- 
" bunes and centurions must often receive 
*• their orders, without a reason assigned :' 
*^ to know the motives that weigh with 
" the general, is- not their province ; to 
^ obey is the duty of the inferior officer/ 
*' If every subaltern may discuss the ope- 
^* rations of .war, and cavil with the com- 
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BOOis: ^^ tx^ander in chief, subordination ^eases^ 
WW " discipline isf at an end, and the best 

AUG 

W- * " concerted enterprise may be defeated. 

%^' " And are we now to imagine, that the 
*^ gK)Jdier, wb^n tibe eaemy is at hand, 
^^ may seige his arms, and, as cafwice or 
^ fanqy prpmpts, sally forth in the dfead 
^' of night? Shall two or three dru^ikeH 
" men (in the last nighty fray, I do not 
. *^ believe there were nMjre) ipiferue their 
'*•* l^nds in the blood pf th^ij officeis ? 
*' $hall they murder the centurions", and, 
*.* in^ fit of pA^rensy, rush to the pavilion 
^* of their general ? 

. XXXXIV. *^ You, my feilow^soldiers 
/ ** have transgressed the bounds of your 
. *^ duty ; the fact must be admitted ; but 
** your zeal for me was the cause. And 
^ yet, reflect for a moment, what might 
*^ have been the consequence. Amidst 
*^ that general uproar, in the gloom of 
" midnight darkness, the assassin's blow 
" might have Seen aimed at me, whom 
"you wished to defend* Give Vitellius 
" his option ; let him and his rebel soldiers^ 
" have . the power of choosing, and what 
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^ greater curge g(hi}4 they i^Toke ? irba* gooK 
** cjil^mitj could tb?y c*U dpw© vpon us, ^^J;^ 
^ so much to b^ . djr^8i(Jed, JW^ a tufbulant *'^^^ 
^* and fft^tious fipHit, aud pil thQ eyilsf of ^^ 
^' diacQrd ajid sedition ? IM tbe soldier 
^* r^fpii^ to obey, b>« centuiioa ; tet the 
" penturipu sha&e off ^9 au<iH>rity of the 
^^ tribunp; l»t the cavalry and the foot 
** sojdiere be intenmxedy without order or 
** distinction ; and let us all, iu oue pro^ 
*^ miscuQus body, go forwafd to the war. 
" Need our enemies wish for more ? We 
" should rush on sure destruction. It is 
^* obedieece^ jpy feUpw-soldi?l»» implicit, 
^' prompt obediejice f^J^ witbptit po^usiing 
^* to wrangle with our «;uperipr offi^5^, that 
^* gives to military oppr^itions alj their 
" energy. The arjjiy that shows itself, in 
*' time of peace, attentive to discipline and 
^* good order, i^ sure to be the most for- 
*' midaWp in tb? day of bftttle. It 19 yours 
" to arm iu the cause of your country, and 
^* to fape Uif enewy with heroic valour : be 
^' it mine to form the plan of operations, 
'^ ^nd, in the execution, to direct and ^ 
" guide the courage of the army, The 
*^ guilt pf ift^t night extends to » few only; 
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BOOK ** and <rf those few; two only shall expiate 

w^ f* the offence. That, done, let us bury in 

^'«?«.^* " oblivion the horrors of that shameful 

^ea! ' " tumult; and may no other army hear 

** those dreadful ' imprecations uttered 

^ against a Roman senate ! Agaiiist that 

. " venerable body, the head of the empire, 

•* and the fountain, - from which justice 

*^ flows through the provinces, not even 

** Vitellius, nor his riash-levied crew of 

'" Germans, would dare to meditate so 

" vile a deed. 



' ** And ean there be in Italy a race of 
"men, the genuine offspring of Roman 
" citizens, who are capable of so foul a par- 
** ricide? who can lift their impious hands 
** against the sacred order, from whom 
•* our cause derives so much lustre, to the 
" confusion of Vitellius and the scum of 
'" nations that follows him to the field ? 
" Some states, it is true, have been in- 
^* duced to join his standard ; he has the 
** appearance of an army ; but the senate 
" is on our side. The commonwealth is 
"with us; our enemies are the enemies 
" of Rome. And when I mention Rome, 
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*^ wh6H you yourselves behold that mag^ boo$ 
** nificent city, do you imagine t|iat it v-^^^ 
"consists in walls, and buildings, and a ^'gYi.^' 
" pile of stones ? Inanimate structures and ^q^' 
mute and senseless edifices may moul- 
der away, and rise again out of their 
ruins; but the stability of empire de- 
pends upon the senate : upon the safety 
" of that august assembly, the welfare of 
^^ the community, the peace of nations, 
** your fate and mine, arc grafted. It was 
*' Romulus, the founder of the city, and 
" the father of the Roman state, who 
" instituted, with solemn auspices, that 
" sacred order. It has subsisted in vigour 
" from that time; from the expulsion of 
" Tarquin, to the establishment of the 
" Caesars, it has been preserved inviolate. 
** We received it from our ancestors ; let 
us transmit it to our posterity, unshaken^ , 
unimpaired, immortal. From your or-^ 
der, from the people at large, the senate 
is supplied with its brightest ornaments ; 
"and from the senate you derive a sue- 
'* cession of princes." ^ 

* • . ^ . ' • ■ ■' . , ' ^ 

', LXXXV. This speech, seasoned with 
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BOOK repWof^ yet tempered with Gonciliating 
<s#^ language, was favourably received; and 
^i^* the iftoderation of the prince, who puaish- 
^e^ ed only two of the mutineers, gave general 
satisfaction. By that lenient measure, 
the soldiers, too fierce to be controlled, 
were quieted for the present Rome, 
however, was not in a state of tranquillity. 
A constant din of arms was heard, and 
warlike preparations were deen in every 
quarter. - The soldiers did not, as before, 
• tiot in tumultuous bodies ; but, being di- 
spersed throughout the city, they found 
means^ in various shapes, to insinuate 
.themselves into houses, where they watc5h- 
ed, with sufficient malignity, the motions 
and words of all, who by their nobihty, 
their wealth, or their talents, were eminent 
enough to be objects of calumny. A re- 
port prevailed at the same time, that Vi- 
tellius had a number of emissaries dispersed 
among the populace, to act as spies, and 
watch the state of parties. Hence jea- 
lousy, mistrust, and fear. No man thought 
himself safe under his own roof. Abroad 
and under the eye of the public the alarm 
was still greater. Whatever was the ru- 
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raour of the day, all degreeii and ranks book 
%vere obliged to set their faces for the oc- %^-^X^ 
casion : if bad, they were afraid of seem^ ^'sS.^' 
kig to despoiMi; and, if propitious, un* ^^* 
willing to be thought backward in demon-^ 
staratioos of joy* With events of either 
kind, their features were taught to comply^ 

The fathers had the hardest task. Si- 
lence in the senate might be thought suU 
len discontent, and liberty of speech might 
be deemed a crime. Adulation itself was 
at a stand. Who could deceive a prince^ 
who was but lately a private man, and, in 
that station, practised flattery till he be- ^ 
came a perfect master of that insidious 
art? The fathers were driven to little stra- 
tagems ; they tortured every sentence into 
a thousand forms, and, to diversify one 
and the same thought, all the colours of 
rhetoric were exhausted. AU agreed to 
call Vitellius a public enemy and a 
PAHRiciDE^ This was the burthen of 
every speech. Cautious men, who looked 
forward to their own security, avoided en- 
tering into particulars, coiitent with hack- 
neyed declamation: others, without re- 
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BOOK serve dr management, poured out a tor- 
y^>->^ rent of virulent invective. But generally 

A TT r* • ^j •/ 

822. diose to rise in the midst of noise and cla- 
^^' mour, when nothing could be distinctly 
heard, and the speaker could mouth and 
bellow, without the. danger of being un- 
derstood or rfemembered. 



LXXXVI. A NUMBER of ' prodigies, 
announced from different quarters, dif^ 
fused a general panic. The goddess, of 
victory, in the vestibule of the capitol, 
let the reins of two horses, haxnessed to 
her chariot, fall from her hand. A form 
of more than human size was seen to issue 
from the chapel. of Juno. In an island in 
the Tiber CaJ, the statue of Julius Caesar, 
without any apparent cause, on a day per- 
fectly serene and ciEilm, turned round from 
the west to the east. In Etruria an ox was 
said to have spoken : animals brought forth 
monstrous births : and to these wa^ added 
a variety of preternatural appearances, 
such as in rude and barbarous ages were 
the coinage of superstition ; and, even in 
profound peace, made an impression on 
vulgar credulity, though of late years they 
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have so far l6st their effect, that, unless it book 
be a time of public distress, Ihey pass s^^^^ 
away : unheeded and forgotten, Aihidst ^'^^^^" 
the oniens, which seemed to threaten im-n ^^^^ 
pending danger, an inundation of the Ti- 
ber was. the most alarming. The waters 
swelled above their bankj^, and overflowed 
the ac^acent country. The Sublician bridge 
was carried away by the flood; and the 
ruins, that fell in, obstructing the course 
of^ the river, the torrent was driven back 
with such impetuous violence, that not 
only the level parts of the city, but even 
the higher grounds, were covered with a 
general deluge fbj. The people in the 
streets were swallowed up, and numbers 
were drowned in their shops, and in their 
beds. The corn in the public granaries 
was destroyed ; a famine ensued, and the 
€ommonp eople were reduced to the last 
distress. The waters, that lay for some 
time in the streets of Rome, sapped the 
foundation of several insulated houses ; 
and when the flood fell back into its chan- 
nel, the superstructure tumbled to the 
ground. This disaster was no sooner over 
than a new occurrence sptead a general 

VOL. V. . M 
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BOOK tterror. Otho wds prepanng to wt out on 

wv^^ his expedition. His way was over tke fieJd 

^'sS'.^' <^f Mars, and the Flaminian road; but 

"^eg?* both places wwe impassable. This cinmn^ 

stance, though accidental^ or the effect 

of natural causes, was magnified into a 

prodigy, by which the gods denounced the 

slaughter of armies and a train of |>ublic 

calamities. 

LXXXVII. ThS^ emperor ordered a 
lustration r^>^, and, having puiified the city^ 
turned his thou^ts to the conduct of the 
war. The Penine and the Cottian Alps, 
with all the passes into Italy, were in the 
possession of Vitellius and his armies. Otho 
resolved, therefore, to make a descent on 
the coast of Narbpn Gaul, with a fleet 
well rnanned ; and in force to keep the 
command of those seas. All who sur* 
vived tlie massacre at the Milvian bridge, 
and had been, by Galba'i^ orders, thrown 
into prison, were released by Otho, amd 
incorporated with the legions. He de* 
pended on the fidelity of those meh, and 
by giving to others the hke hopes of pre? 
ferment, he inspired the whole body with. 
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teal and ardoun Iii order td strengthen book 
hift fleet, he embarked thfe cit^^ cohorts, v^^ 
and a considerable detachmfent from the ^^i^ 
pnetorian guards ; a body of men capable ^* 
of defending their generah by their courago^ 
and of a«sisting with their advice* The 
conduct of the marine was committed t6 
three officers ; namely, Antonius Novellas 
land Suedius Clemens, both centurionk of 
principal rank, and ^milius Pacensis, a 
tribune degraded by Galba, but, since the^ 
death of that emperor, restored to his rank. 
A freedman of the nanie of Oscus tras ' 
appointed t6 direct the operations of the 
£eet, and act as a spy on better ihen than 
himself* The land forces, both horse and 
infantry, were put under the command of 
Suetodius Pauhnus, Marius Celsus, and 
AnniuiB Gallus. To them was added Lici* 
uius Proculus, the praefect of the presto- 
tians, and in him Otho reposed his whole 
confidence. This officer, in time of peace, 
discharged the functions of his station 
with sufficient ability ; but he had seen no 
sen^icCe and had therefore ito «kiil in mili- 
tary affisiirsi He had talents for mischief^ 
and knew how to obstruct the authority of 

M 2 ' * 
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BOOK Paulinus, to check the arddbr of Celsus, 
and to thwart the judgement of Gallus. 
An enemy to evtry excellence of those 
three officers, he found, as usually hap- 
pens, that worth and modest merit were 
no!\natch for malice and left-handed po- 
licy./ 

LXXXVIII. Before Qtho set out 
from Rome, Cornelius Dolabella was, 
.by his- order, conveyed imder a guard to 
the Aquinian colony (a)^ there to be kept 
out of the way, bat not: in close confine- 
ment. His only crime w^i the antiquity 
of his famityi and his afSnity to Galba. 
Several magistrates, and others of consular 
rank, had it in command to attend Otho 
on his expedition, not to assist in the war 
by their counsels or their valour, but to 
swell the pomp of the emperor's retinua 
In the number was Lucius; Vitellius, who 
was suffered to mix with the rest of the 
train, undistinguished either as the \ko* 
ther of one emperor, or the enemy of 
another* During these preparations^ Roo^e 
presented a scene of hurry and confusioBi. 

Nop?der of men was exempt from fear oV 

{ 
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danger. The {/rincipal senators^ enfdebled book: 
by age, or softened by a long peace ; the v^>^ 
nobility, sunk in sloth; and the Roman ^^g.^'* 
knights, who had lost their warlike spirit; ^^* 
were all obliged to put themselves in rea- 
diness. They assumed an air of courage, 
but their fears were seen through the vain 
disguise. Some affected to make a di&-» 
play of their alacrity. They bought with 
vain ostentation the most splendid armour, 
korses for parade, and all the conveniences 
of a luxurious table, as if such implements 
were a necessary part of their camp-equip* ^ 
age. The wise and moderate thojight of 
nothing but their own safety and the publi^ 
welfare ; while the vain and senseless, 
^whose views did not extend to remote con- 
sequences, filled their minds with chimeri*^ 
caJ expectations ; and all who were bank* 
rupts both in fame and fortune, hoped to 
find in the distractions of their country 
that security, which, in quiet times, they 
had never known. 

LXXXIX; The people at large, unac^ 
<juainted with the secrets of state, ?nd of 
course free from solicitude, began, how- 
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BOOK e^r, td fiiei the ill efibctsiof the imfiead^ 
ing war» They saw the :pubUc revenue. 



^^^ exhw^ted in the :s*rvfce of the arttijr j 
^^" thtey labdufed uinder «, sbarcity of provi- 
sionSy and the price was .ristng every day ; 
vhereasv io the trmkbks .stirred up by 
Vindex^; none of tho«e iiioonye»ieilcfi9 i^fr: 
fected the city of Rome. : That coiQOK^kl. 
was at a : distance, a wac ; in th^ ridnv>t^i 
parts of Gtau), decided bdtween the legiosiis 
mod the provincial! iniaurgenits. Hhe Howaii; 
eitiaens look^ oia in peffQct;traoqu41il:y» 
9S if it were no more than a foreign quairel/ 
l&QiQ tlie reign of Augustus, when thi^t emn 
fmoi established the power of the CassarSt 
tiai liad^q<imtantly been the casein The 
issue of every war affected the sbvereigii 
only.' 'Under Tiberius and Galigula, the 
et'ds of peace were the worst calamities^ 
The attempt of i^Hbonionus {a J to shake 
the authority of Cktudius was crashed aa 
soon as discovered, Nero was undone 
by rumours and vague intelligence, not by 
force of arms. In the present juncture, 
the face of things was changed, The ptes^ 
tare was felt at hone. The fleets and k^ 
^fWB were in motion^ Mid^ beyxmd all ez^ 
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fUn^e^ ft)ie prntoriaa bands ankl dty co- book 
Iriorto were oblis^ed to take the field. Tbe w^^ 

A TT C 

«a«t and west were engaged in the contest; '42^ 
tbtt 45everal provincesi which the leading \^ 
dkieis left ijehiridihem, were up in arms ; 
dttd, under better generals, there were 
ample materials for a long and difficult 
wat. • Otho was now on the point of begiix- 
Hing his march. A scruple was started to 
idkter him from proceeding, till the cere- 
ntony of depositing the sacred shields 
caiied the akchia {bj was performed with 
^fr rites and ceiiemonies. He rejected the 
advice. Delay had been the ruin of Neit), 
and Caecina by this time had passed the 
Alps. Tho time called for vigour and £$xpe- 
^tion. 

XG. Oir the day preceding the ides , 
^ March, Otho called a meeting of the 
neiiate. He recommended the care of thb 
oomroonwealth to the wisdom of tliat 
asiyembly, and ordered the property of 
such as had been recalled from banish-^ 
/ment, since the death of Nero, to be re- 
stored to the respective, owners. Totalis 
lib^ality nothing could be objected: it 
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BOOK was an act of justice, in appearance knagr 
nificent, but of little use, as the publftO 
officers had already seized the whcde iot^ 
their own hands.' From the senaterOtlio 
proceeded to harangue the people; he 
talked in a pompous style of the fatbei's, 
and the majesty of the Roman citiz6Q$% 
He mentioned the adverse party in ma- 
naged terms, imputing to the legions error 
in judgement rather than a turbulent and 
factious spirit. Of Vitellius he made no 
mention; perhaps from motives of delicaicjy, 
or, more probably, because the writer of 
the speech, looking forward to bis own 
safety, thought it prudent to exclude. all 
personal invective. For the. last opintdti 
there seems to be some foundation. lo 
• all military operations, Suetonius Paulinus 
and Marius Celsus were Otho's confideiltial 
advisers; but in matters that concerrfe4 
the civil administration, Galerius Tr^cbar 
lus (a)vrdi^ the person on whose talents 'he 
relied. That minister had gained repu- 
tation at the bar; and those who were 
best acquainted with his mode of elo^ 
quence, and the harmony of his copious 
periods, discovered, in the composition of 

X 

s 
\ 
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the speech, the style and manner of that book 
celebrated orator. Otho was received with w-*^ 
acclamations : the populace, according to ^^a^'.^' 
custom, yielded to the impulse of the mo- ^^' 
ment, full of sound and servile adulation, 
but nothing from thq heart. You would 
have thought that it was Caesar the dicta- ^ 
tor, or Augustus the einperor, for whpm 
they contended with so much emulation. 
And yet, in all this show of zeal, there 
was at the bottom neither love nor fear ; 
servility was the motive; all courted the * 
yoke, and all rushed headlong intp slavery.- 
The public, at this time, presented no 
better spectacle than what is seen every 
day in a family of domestic slaves : each 
individual had his pwn private views ; and 
for the public interest, or the honour of 
the state, no care remained. Otho was 
now ready to depart ; he left the govern- 
ment of Rome, and the whole weight of 
empire, to his brother Salvius Titianus {bjy 
and proceeded on his expedition. 
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BOOK II. 

I. TITUS, sent by hk father Vespasian to congratulate 
Galba, hears of that emperoj^s death, and stops at Co^ 
rinth. He* resolves to return to Syria, and saih to 
' Rhodes and Cyprus. At the last place he tridts the tern* 
pie of the Paphian Venus. Some account of the goddess^ 
and the rites of worship. He lands iri Syria. V, CAa- 
racter of Vespasian, and of Mucianus. They lay aside 
their mutual animosities, and act in concert. The /e- 
gionsofthe East resolved to have a share in the making 
of emperors. VHt. A counterfeit Nero detected and 

^seized. X. From trivial matters great discord at 
Rome. Vibius Crisptts accuses Annius Faustm,\an 
informer, and procures his condemnation, though hated 
himself for the same practices. XI. An account of 
Otho^sr forces. XII. His fleets command the sea ex- 
tending to the maritime Alps. The city of Interne*- 
Unm sacked and plundered by the Othonians. The 
exemplary courage of a^ mother in the protection of ha* 
son. XIV. Otho^s fleet infests the coast of Narbo^ 
Gatd. An engagement with the ViteUians in that 
quarter, in which the Othonians had the advantage. 
XVI.' Pacarius, the governor of Corsica, favours the^- 
cause of Vitellius, and is murder ^di XVII. Cadna, 
with the VitelVtan forces, enters Italy, and besieges 
Placentia. Spurinna, one of Otho^s officers, defends 
the place. C(tcina raise$ the siege, and retires ivith 
his army to Cremona. A battle at that place, and the 
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Oihomam protfe vietorimts* Valens enten Italy. Ca^ 
dnaraolvti to strifse a blow before tht aftvcal of that 
general* He kiy^ a snare f(^ the Othortians, but u 
defeated by Suetonius Pavlinmat a place called Ca* 
storum. King Epiphan^s, on Otho*s side, is wounded* 
XXVII, Valens arrives at Tipinum. A violent sedi^ 
tion occasioned by the Batuvians. Valens joins the 

, nvmy under Cacina^ XXXl. ComjMimon of Otko 
mnd Vkellius. Otho holds a council to deliberate on 
the plan of the war. Some, are for delay ; others for 
an immediate action. Otho is for a decisive UoWf 
€mdg by advice, retires to BrixeUum. XXXIV. C®- 

, eina and Valens wait for the motions of the enemy. 
A bridge thrown over the Pg to amuse Otho's forces^ 
mho are worsted in a skirmish. XXXVII. A report 
that both armies were inclined to peace, shown to be 
highly improbable* XXXIX. Titianus, Otho*s bro^ 
ther^ and Proeulus, the prefect of the pretorian 
bands, intrusted with the chief command. Thy en^ 
camp within four miles of Bedriacum. Otho, by di* 
epatches from BrixeUum, hurries them on to an 
engagement. XU. The battle of Bedriacum. The 

. Othottians drfeated, and on the next day lay down> 
their arms. The Viteltiam enter the camp, and both 
arnfdei embrace with tears of joy* Xl^V. Otho is 
%peffry (f civil war, and, though the soldiers are still 
4ev!0ted to his cause, resolves to prevent further ^u-^ 

• sion of blood ; he falls on his own sword. His fufteral 

. immeistiately performed ^ some of the men slay tbem^ 
selves near the funeral , pile. L. Otho'§ origin and 
character, ll. A mutiny among his soldiers; Ver^ 
fpnius in danger from their fury. LII. A great part 
(fthe senate, who bad followed Otho, invoked indan* 
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g&. Vf/Iki^fdiaifypniaib^ Rome. The games 
in honour rf Cerei ceUbfuted according to custom. 
OtM$ death made known in the theatre: ike people 
declare for VitetSu$ with ehouis of applause. LTI. 
Itafy ravaged by the Fitdttam. hVIh Fiiettius ad- 
ifanca towarde Itafy, and hears of the 'dctory gained > 
by his officers. The two Mamtamas declare in his 

fkeouT; Albinus their governor eui cff^ byikt' endika* 
ries of ClUnus Brfns, who had passed &oerfrom Spain 
into Africa, • LX. Fitellius orders the bravest of 
Otho*s centurions to be pat to death. The wild at* 
tempt of Maricns in Qanl. In aft of enthusiasm; he 
calls himself a god : he is taken, and put to death. 
LXII* The gluttony of VitelUus: Italy etthausted to 

^ siupply his fforaciiJ^s appetite. In his dispatches to 
Home he declinesfor the present the name of August' 
tus, and wholfy rejects that of Cassar. The judicial 
astrologers banished ottt of Italy. Laws for restrain- 
ing the Roman hnights frem appearing on the stage, 
or in the games cf the circus. XjXIII. DolaheUaput 
to death with treachery by FiteUius. T%e furious 
temper of THatia, the wife of L. FiteUius, and the 
amiable character of his mother Sextilia. LXV. 
Clumus Rufus arrives from Spain, and is pardoned by 
Fitellius. The vanquished tfoops still retain their fe- ' 
rocity. A guarrd between the Batavians and the 
soldiers of the fourteenth legion, LXVIIL A violent 
sedition at Ticinum, while Fitellius carOuses at a 
feast. LXX. Fitellius proceeds to Cremona, and 
views thefeld of battle at Bedriacum, which was still 
covered with a dreadful carnage. He vies with ^the 
luxury of Nero, and marches to Bononia, still phn^ 
ging into deeper debauchery as he draws near to Rdme. 
LXXII. A slave of the name of Geta assumes the 
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name oj SMbonialluuii he is dHeisMjondj^ to deaih 
by order qf r%telim. LXXIV. DeUberaiknid. held 
in the East by Fespasian and Mucianus. The ^eeehqf 
Muciam» on the occasion. ' LXXVII. Fespoiidn e»- 
cowraged hy the responses of orades. IE$ consuUalion 
eim ount CarmeL LXXIX. Fe^asiaii is dedared 
emp^roTfJIrst ifi ^gypt, cmd qfterwards by the atiny 
tA Syria. LXXXI. The kings Sohenms, Jntiocbus, 
and AgrippOf as also queen Bermce, enter into the 
league. LXXXII. Planqf the war : Vespasian holds 
Mgypt in his possession : his son Titus carried on the 
UHir against the Jews : Mueianus setjS out onhi$ march 
towards lidly. LXXXV. The legions in MasiOp 
. Pannonia, and'Dalmatiay reix}U to Vespaman^ at the 
instigation qf AnUmn/ks Prinms and Cornelius Fuseus. 
LXXXVII. Fi^llmsy ai; the head of a prodigious 
^mLUiiudef aU debauched by luxury, enters the city qf 
Rome, XC« He makes a speech, iri pompous terms 
celebrating his oivn praise. His conduct there. 
XQIL Gecina and Falens ccarry on the admkmtra' 
tion. Shth, riot, and mortality, amMig the soldiers. 
FiieUius in want of money, and yet prodigal beyond 
all measure, Asiaticus, his freedman, amasses enor^ 
mous wealth. XCV. The people distressed, and yet 
the birth-day of FiteUius celebrated with pomp and 
profusion. The emperor performs the funeral ohse^ 
quiee of Nero, Rumours of a revolt in the Easi^ inef" 
fectuaUy suppressed, FiteUku sends for succours into 
Spain, Germany, and Britain, but endeavours to dis-- 
guise the necessity. XCIX. Parties of the enemy ad* 
vance into Itabf. Cadna and Falens ordered to take 
the field. Cadwis treachery: he coinbines mth Lur 
cUius Bassus, the commander qf thefieets at Raoemna 
and Misenum. 
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L. Ferginius RufuSy Pompeius Vopiscm^ 
Ctelius Sabinus, T. Flavius Sabiaus. 
T. Arrius Antonmits^ P. Marhis Cebfis, 
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I. 

[Fortune was already preparing, in book 
aaoUier quarter of the world, to opea ^^^w 
an iinp<Mrtaot scene, and to produce to ^m.^ 
mankind a new imperial fomily, destined, ^^' 
at first {u), to flourish in prosperity, and, 
in the end, after a disastrous reign, to fall 
by a dreadful catastrophe. While Galba 
still possessed the sovereign power, Titus, 
by order of Vespasian, his father, set out 
from Judaea, with 'congratulations to that 
emperor, and, as was natural, with the - 
ambition of a young man eager to begin 
the career {bj. of public honours. The com- 
mon people, acc(Mrding to t|ieir custom, 
_ . n2 '^ 
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IQQ THE HISTORY 

V BOOK found deeper reasons for the journey. 

v-.-v^ Titus, they beheved, was to be adopted 
822. ' ^*^ir to the empire, and what they believed 

^^' they took care to circulate. The advan- 
ced age of Galba, and his want of issue, 
gave colour to the story; and the busy 
gpirit of the populace relied on vain con* 
jecture, impatient to decide what still re- 
mained in suspense. The character and 
personal accomplishments of Titus added 
weight to the report. He had talents for 
the highest station, and to the dignity of 
his stature united a graceful mien and aroir 

* \ ' able countenance. THie success, that at- 

"^^ tended the exploits of the father, threw a 
Itistre round the son : oracular responses (c) 
'foretold the grandeur of the fa:milyj and, 
while the minds of men stood ready for 
the reception of every riimdur, even tri- 
'fling incidents, the mere result of chance, 
confirmed the popular opiniop* At Co* 
ririth in Achaia, Titus received intelligence 
of the death of Galba, and, at the same 
time, undoubted assurances, that Vitel- 
lius, at tlte head of powerfiil armies, was 
in motion to claim the empire. In this 
posture of affairs, he called ^ council of 
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ibg^r^nd to choose among difficiijties w^s 



*11 tJiat was l^ft. '" If he proc^ded i>a:hi!5 ^'^;^' 
**;^tay to Rome^ the homage ^^tended fof, ^jj^' 
^* a prj^qe now no. morje, ' would have co 
^* merit with his successor; and to reijiaia 
M ^^ hos^ge ift the custody of tUo, . or Yi- 
" tellias, would, most probably, be War 
" lot. On the other hand, if he returned 
V to:Jiid3ea, that cold indiflference jvould: 
^ give umbrage to the conqueror; and yeti 
*' whUe the issue of the war wp^s ..still tin*: 
*^ cert?dn, the conduct of a young n^an 
" would^jadmit of aOeviattogcircum§tanqesi) 
*^ in the opinion, of the prijioe wyhpux 
" Ve^paaian should think proper to, join., 
*.* tAboye all, it was ; possible that Yes-; 
^^ pns^ian might declare hin^^ejf a;.Ga^ 
" didate: in that case, petty) Biflfences^ 
" would be of little coi^jsquei^c^, when a^l 
" ^Yere to be involved \h a ^aieral wari''. * 
. . - , .. . . . ' . , J *. ' 

* II. AmEj^ ba^cing . th^j mo1iveg/oirl^ 
every sidfe,\and ftuctuating fpr jsome time 
between opposite pa^^ipns, hopi^, at lengthy 
prevailed, and Titus returned to Jcideea.? 
A change so sudd^u^was by; som§ jmp^^h 
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Bboi^ ed to faii lovd of queen B^ehiM Y^> 'It 
^^' is true, tiMife princess had engaged his :^' 



^'m.^* fections; but the busiaei^sof his^heftitliiver 
^^ interfered with the duties of his^^tttlou: 
Youth being the seasdn of }>Ieas(ure^ 'Hlus 
gave a loose to ^os^ desires, which he 
afterwaids so well knew how to regulalle; 
In his own reign he wa» remarkable for 
that self-control, which h6 nev^r prac- 
tised under his fathesr. He set sail from 
Goiinth, and after siteering along the coast* 
of Acfaaia and Asia^ which lay to the left, 
he directed his course towards Rhodes and 
Cyprus. Frona those islands he went, by 
a more bold navigation fbj^ across the open 
stti to the coast of Syna. At Cyprus cu- 
riosity led hira to visit the temple of the 
Paphian Venus, famous for the worship 
|kaid by the inhabitants, and the conflux 
of strangers who resorted thither from all 
parts. If we take this opportuhity to trace 
the origin of that singular worship (c)^ and 
to describe the situation of the temple^ 
and the ft^rm of the Goddess, differing en^ 
^lely from what m seen ifi any other place^ 
the digression wiH^ perhaps, be neither 
tecKous, nor unacceptaMe to the reader. 
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Miovf «Ki«tit tMitioo, vrwking Abhias ; v^v^ 
ft imM ftaoriM by soioe wntw» (uJ to tbf ^'^^ 
goddflss faierself. Accordiiig tP » mom r^ ^^ 
cmt gpmPJh, th^ t;<»)ple was buUt aD4 
dosHcRUid by kiugCinyras (kJ, oo the spot 
irk^^ th« goddess, after Qio^gwg 6x»9 
ber native waves, was gently waft<)d to tb« 
shore. The science of divination, we wf 
tpld» was of foreign growth, imported byi 
Thamiras {<fj, the CUician, and by him 
established with mysterious rites and c:ei%. 
monies. In consequence .<^ this instill^ 
tion, it was settle by mutual compfii^, 
between the priest and Cinyras, the king 
of the isl<ind, that the sacerdot^ f^t^c- 
tioa should be hereditary in the dp^Qf^ 
ants of their respective families. %u pro* 
cess of time, the race of Thamiriis, wi U)i)g 
that the sovereign should be dw tingg g sh ffdl 
by a superior prerogative, resign^ into^ 
^ hands of Cinyras th& whole cooduct of 
the mysteries, of which their ancestoiv 
were the original founders. A priest ^ 
^ royal line is, st present, the ouly per*, 
scm consulted. For victims, to be oi^nfd 
^s a «derifice, animals of every speci^ps jirt 
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^^ via€H^he-Ghd(^€tt fro^ 

^^^ dSferftifed tMe best i)roghostics. IS^e^ftttr^it, 
i<fi¥er i^tamed with' bloorfj and, tbdiigh ex^ 
|fe«^d to the open air, never naoistcfiied (dp 
B^'Sfdropbf raiti. Supplications and tHe' 
, j^te flame of fire are the'-onlj^'oflfeiing^i 
91ffe sfetue of the goddess beart no resete-^ 
flXiiid^ to the human form. You see »' 
*«j^d figure, bfoad at the base, but 'ffom 
nSg^'flnet^y degrees, till, hke a cone, it ies^ 
.^ftis tcJ a pbint. The' reason /€>>,. what*.' 
€fi%r itJ 'be, is *ibt Explained. ^• ' 



*' IV. Ti*uS vJetved the wealth of theiv 
teftt|)lfe; the presents of eastern kings, and 
the cdlkcti«n- of rarities, which the genius 
of' the Greeks, fond of tradition and the de^ 
eorationB of fabulous narrative, affected to^ 
trace from reaiote antiquity. He thew 
(ionsult^ the oi-ade about liis futixfe 
voyage. . A calni sea and a safe passage 
were promised. He slew a number of 
victims, and, in terms properly gimrded, 
atlethpted to pry into his ow^ destiny. 
Thte priest, whose name wa& Sostratus^ 
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#£^lboed tiie a^ctdls o^ yau-iods 'ai^iflmfo^ some 
mdi binding that the goddess. was pro^i^^ w^ 
tibas, answered, for the present, iir tfeft ^%£j^ 
Bsudk style, but afterwards, at a w&sr^t -^ 
l^RleFview, laid, open; a scene, of glory; 
l^toA, with a mind enlarged, and swdliiig 
withi^ast ideas, proceeded oh his voyage^ 
ia^d joined his father. The armies. . aiid 
fHt^vinces of the East weie ^ at that; time 
wavering ; but the presence of . Titus , int 
spired them with vigour and alacrity. 
Vespasian had, alm^i^st brouj^ the Je\vis^ 
war to a conclusion*. Nothii^ reucBaii^ 
but the siege of Jerusalem faj; anarduoul 
enterprise, which threatened great, toil and 
difficulty, not on account of the strength 
or resources of the enemy, but by reason 
of a hill almost inaccessible, and, what was^^ 
•till more hard to conquer, the stubborn 
genius, of superstition. Vespasian^ a§ 
already mentioned, had three legionii 
under his . command, . all inured to the ser- 
vice, andreager against the enemy. Mu- 
cianus, in a province where profound 
traiiquillity^ ^s established, was at the 
head of four legions, not, as usual in ' 
.tima of pe^ce, relaxed, in .indolence, but ^ 
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f^ TRB msrovir ^ 

BOOK tmaMted bjF tbe galkiit exerlioiit of Hm 

w^ t^nny under VcspMim, Mud fired with a 

^m.^' $]^t of emulation. Havii^ no etoueoij to 

^^ i^ppoie, they wm^ not made soicifen is 

tiie field ; but their spirit was roused^ aiM|# 

^ing unimpaired by fatigue, they were 

,fdady for a vigoroia campaign. Hie two 

commanders had an additional ftdrce of 

auxiliary horse and foot, besides a naval 

armament on the coast, and the suppmt 

oi all the neighbouring kii^. Add to 

this, their own mi^tary character was a 

tower of strength. Both Mood high in re^ 

{ratation, but for different reaaoils, and lot 

qualities peculiar to each* 

V. Vbsfasian possessed alk the requi^ 

sites that form a soldier and an officer^ 

, . Prompt and ^lealous in the service, he was 

^ often seen at the head of a maroh; he 

Went in person to mark out die ground of 

his camp, and, by night as well as day^ 

he kept the enemy in a constant alwni^ 

planning his measures with judgement, and 

executing with vigour. To hk diet be |M«i 

no regard, content with whatevcs* came 

# befijre him. In* his apparel^ plain »and 
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ikti^, he thM scavee disli^giiifihed fiuss bocmi 
like commoa' men. With aH this he had ^' 



tf :l«ftiN» of anrarice. Forgive that vice, *^Si.^' 
mbd be kbs equal to' the \seat ^neiak of ^|i^ 

<MiKiaDU» wasof a^cKfier^tcast. Ric^ 
tind magnifieent) he appeaxed xriih an mr 
4Jf fdevstiOBi above the sank. of a private 
ci<keii. An able cmitor) aiki versed in 
eitiF business, he laid his schemes witb 
judgemmit: the polittdan appei^ed in all hia 
measures. In thetwomeilwasseea-ajani 
a^mblage of extraordinary qualities. Bj 
treeding out the vices of each, and uniting 
their virtues, the commonwealth would 
have had an accomplished prince. Situated ^ . 
aft they weie in contiguoua provinces, Ves« 
jMisian in Judsea, and Mucianus in S^pria, 
ttiey beheld each o&er, for some tiine> 
Hith ^b& jealousy of rivalft Hie death of 
Ifero put an eiifd to their dissensions. 
Krom that^ time Utey began ta act in con- 
iMVfi. Tbim mutual friends mode the fint 
adfttiitses tewWds a recoacUiation, and, 
by the addles of Titus, a mere oessatieia 
ef -anhnosities wa^ turned into a lasting 
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^^ THE HKTOHY 

J008 peai:e; The power eif winnti^ the aflfe^r 
tioils of men was ia aa emiiuefit degree th9 



^'^.^' talent of that young 'Officej". Natiire/a[nd 
^c^' iMrt conspii^' to render trim 'acK:fipta?feil6^» 
all; and even Mucianus could m>t r0dtst 
his influence. The tribunes, the centu- 
rions, and the common men' were, bj^ va» 
rious artifices, fixed in the interest of the 
two commanders.. The diligent met fwi^ 
encouragement, the licentious .with indut 
gehce, and, according to the b€»t of each 
man's disposition, air were secured, by 
their yirtt^s or their vices. 

VI. Bbfoue the arrival of Titus, both 
armies had sworn fidelity to Otho, with 
the precipitation of men who had quick 
intelligence of all that passed at Rome. 
They were not, in that juncture, ripe for a 
revolt. Preparations for a civil %var are in 
tbdir nature slow and difl&cult The East . 
had Ix^n composed by a long peace, atid - 
iK)w, for the first time, began to think (^^ 
H^ixing in thefeuds that ishook- the empipe. 
They had hitherto seen the convulsions of 
the state at a distance only* The quarrel 
^Iways broke out in Gaul oi; Jtaly^ ai)4 
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was Uiefe ' decided by the forces of the aooK 
iWest. It is tp«e, that Pompey,, Cassias, w^^ 
Snitus^ arid Antony, carried the xtar^'^. 
^ross!tfae Mediterranean, itnd had reason ^k^ 
Jto repent. 6yria and Judaea heard of the 
.Gaesars, but seldom ^a.w them. . The 
legions, undisturbed by sedition, had no 
rwaruport their hands. /^Embroiled atdi^ 
ifeirent times with the P^rfhians (a) 9 they 
had a few sUght conflicts, . with dou|3tful 
success,, and passed the rest of the year m 
profound tranquillity, I^i the late civil 
4var fbjy when every part of the empire^ waas 
in motion, the East was perfectly quiet. 
iGalba^ obtained the sovereignty, and the 
oriental legions acquiesced ; but it was no 
sooner known that Otho and Vitellius were 
engaged in an impious war against their 
country, than they began to shake off thdr 
:pacific temper. They saw the supreme 
fau^ority in Ihe hands of other armies, 
who grantpd it away at their own pleasure, 
and reaped the profits of every revolution, 
•iiKhile the soldiers of the East had nothing 
hut a. change of servitude, condemned, 
at the will of others, to subpiit to new 
^inastersr^'' ■../•; ". .-...:.... 
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11^ THE HiSTcnty 

BOOK Discontent; ttuA loud comp\tmti "wtm 

v^yw heaidt^rmM^outtheirinr. TtMsconiraoii 

"^Sk^ men ixsgati to siirrey t^ir sti^ngth «nd 

^^ oumbets. Thejr vedccnied seven l^ons {cj^ 

tesides a large body of -atixiitaries. Syptk 

•nd JudsBA. were in their possesstoft. 

<iEgypt.had two lemons at their serviGcu 

Cappadoda and Pontus afforded am]^ 

resources; and the fcMrces that lined tht 

fipontier c^ Arnienia stood ready at tlieir 

. beck. Aaa, and the test of the provinces, 

'were provided with men and money. In 

a word, the idands^ and the sea that tva*^ 

rounds them, w^re undef their oommand s 

and thwe Mediterranean, while it separated 

them i^roon the rest of the^ empire, left theai 

j^ Insure to {»epave for war. 

VII. Ths seal oC. the ioktiero was am 
seqret ioHfie oommaadeiftJa chief; biit 
.titey judged it best to wait tfei^issue of tiie 
war in Earope; aware that, b^een the 
vielxB' and the vanquished, a sindl^ c6ai»* 
tien never can succeed, and wh^S^ fo^* 
tune &vouised tito ams of OtLo or \^^ 
liua, ihe oouBequence in either evmit w< 
b^ t|ie same, ^d if the pride of 
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ift«fft to«Qrra{»ttfaeaMcftg(B!ttttis» fiiom book 

Xlieir own i^ces inrould <ie9troy ^tma, Db^ ^iSm.^ 
oordi sloth, luftd luxuiy wooid be die tuin ^^ 
itf bolii ; one would be tmdoiie bjr the £ii^ 
of war, smid the other by sacoeBs. For . 
^iMSe xesisont it was agreed to sotprad WL 
sailitary. operations. Vespasian and Mu> 
flUmuH latdy lecxmcited to eadi crtlier, 
{tcmeurred intiiis opinion, whk;h had been 
liefoidiaAd adopted by tfadr frieads. Mea 
ti prmctpie gave tH^ir advice with a view 
tc» the puUic gnod ; others looked for dieir 
(^r/m {private advantai^; and puUic con^ 
^uaen was ^the i»Iy resource of such as, in 
^hetr ^ickaaestic affairs, saw m>Uuiig but 
~ «Ustress and ruin. One mind,, cme spiiit 
pervaded the whole array. Good and evU 
motivses conspired, and, (at d^erent ma^ 
tons, war beofune i^e paanom of all. 

Vm. Abovt this period of time, a i«» 
{mFt<that Nero wias stiU aUve^ and actually 
on his way to the profinces of the^ast, 
tsxoiteda general ^alwrm through Achaiia 
-tod Asia. The oeoouats of that emperor's^ 
idtath /"di h»A been 'so viuiotts, that 
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W>cm J0ctttrQ"fiad jampdcc fnateiiftUr.; . Hentie inncH 
WW bers aaserted! vthat Nero, survived the ftn-iy 

A TT O ^ ' 

^ a2»t ' ctf iiis .eneiniesy arid they: found credulity 

^i^ ready to beliere tliem. In the course <rf 

this work the reader will, hear of v^dbut 

preteriders, and the ^te that ajttended 

them* The impostor who now took upon 

hiih to personate that emperor, was a slavQ 

from Pontus, or, according to some wvh 

iters, a freedman from Italy, who played 

with skill on the harp, and had a musical 

Toice. With those talents, and a co^nte^ 

nance that resembled Nero, he was able 

to impose on vulgar minds* By the force of 

promises he drew to his party a number of 

deserters, whom their poverty biduced t* 

lead a vagrant ; life. With . this crew he 

put to sea, but was thrown, by adverse 

winds on the isle of Cythnus. At that 

place he fell in with a party of soldiers oq 

their return from the East. Some of these 

lie listed ; and such as refused, he. ordered 

-to be put to deaih. Having plundered 

,the. merchants, and armed the stoutest oi 

their slaves, he endeavoured to seduce 

Sisennai a centurion from Syria, .who hap» 

-pened to land on the island of Cythnus> on 
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^ way to grep^ tbe j^wtopaa ^d$ ifli boqi? 
th« «Ain.e pf |kb!5 Syrian army, ^ad, ta ^^* 



t(dse» pf ffteodship, to present two rig]^ "^ g^ ^ 
Imods damping eaph other. Ap jwehending ^^' 
dxBg&r from 90 bjold an 94vent\jrer, i^jb* 
senna madd his escape fro^ .t^e islai^i 
A gmefAl p9mo seized the vi^bab^^^t^^ 
Nu&ijb^rs re3oiced to find the n|k{n^ :f>f 
N^ro once naore jcevi^-ed, ai^d, ^hatkig <^ 
neiw system, wished fyjr Q,o&ing . sp .iQ»u^ 
as another revolution* 

IX. The fame of this prot^M^d Neijo 
gained credit every day, wfeen by a sud- 
den accident the illusion vanished. 34; 
happened that Calpurnius Asprenas, whom 
Galba had appointed goyernor of G^latia 
pfid PamphyJia, arrived) Qn his w^^y to 
those provinces, at the isle pf CythnuSy 
witk two gdleys from Jh^ j^t that lay aj; 
Bfisenum. The^€OfnniaQ4eF$ of tlt^e ships 
^Qce summoned, in t^e mvn^ pf Nero, to 
attend their lawful ^prince* The iqipostqr 
contintied to act hiS' part, H0 received 
the naval officers with an air of dejectiopt 
aad, by the duty which they owed hnn, 
implored their assistapce, and safe con* 

VOL. V. ' o 
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194 TflEHePORV 

BOOK duct either to Syria, or to JEgypt. Hie 
ma&ters of the galleys, alanned at the pro* 



^ sVg.^* posal, or intending* to deceive, de^ed 
^^f • time to prepare the mind» of their sailors^ 
faithfiilly promising to return without de* 
lay. Asprenas, duly informed of all that 
passed, gave orders to attack the impos* 
tor and his crew of adherents. The ship 
was seized, and the pret^ded emptor, 
whoever lie was, suffered death* The air 
of the man, his eyes, his hair, and the 
ferocity of his countenance (a)^ bore a 
strong resemblance to Nero. His . body 
was conveyed to Asia, and afterwards 
sent to Rome. 

X. In a city, distracted by internal 
discord, and, after so many revolutiodis, 
fierce with a spirit of libeity that led to 
the wildest anarchy, no transaction, how- 
ever trifling ill itself, could pass, without 
exciting violent commotions. Vibius Cris* 
pus, a man, for his we9.1tb, his power, and 
his talents, always-ranked among the most 
eminent citizens, but never for his virtues 
numbered with the good, cited to the bar 
of th^ senate^ Annius Faustus, a Romftw 

♦ 
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knighty and in the reign of Nero an in- bode 
former by pmfession* Jn the beginnkig of ww 
Galba's reign, it was ordained by a decree, ^'^^ 
that all causes against the race of public ^q^ 
accusers should be fairly heard. This law, 
however salutary, was forced to yield to the 
tciiiper of the times ; it was enforced, or 
relaxed, as the person accused happened 
to be erf weight and consequence, or pooc 
and friendless : it was, notwithstanding, 
still in force ; and Crispus, availing him- 
self of it, exerted all his influence to ruin 
the man who had beat the prosecutor of 
his br<5*her/a^. In the senate his p»ty 
was strong and powerful. Without heea^ 
ing the criminal, the fathers were for con- 
demning him to'^ iibinediate execution. 
The violence of this proceeding stirred up 
an' opposition. A party was formed against ' 
the overgrown power of the prosecutor. 
?jphey iijsisted that the specific chm^ 
fihould be exhibited, and a day fixed^ 
when the^ delinquent, howerer guilty, 
•hould be allowed the common right of 
being heard in his defence- This motion 
.Was carried, '^ and the hearing of-the cause 
^as adjourned for a few days. The trial, 

o 2 
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BOOK »fc lengtii, ^nie on^ and FauBtiis was cbn^ 

s,«.v^ demoed^ but not with that universiU fjtf* 

^'aSi.^* «"^* of ^^ people which a Hfe of iniquity 

^'^' might have warranted. The accuser, it 

was weU known^ had been concerned in the 

oondttct of prosecutions^ aiwl received tbs 

{HX)fits of his trade. Men rejoiced tO'9e9 

the punishment of a crime so dangerous 

and detestable ; but the triumph of a no-* 

t<H*ious offender gave disgust. 

XL Meanwhile the affairs of Odio- 
wore a favourable aspect. Tb/d armies in 
Dalmatia and Faimonia were on theif 
march to join him. A detachment of two 
thousand advanced by rapid marches, whil$ 
the main body followed at moderate dis* 
tanees; The legions that ccmipdsed^ thid 
force, were the seventh, which had been 
raised by Galba ; the eleventh, the thir^ 
teenth, and fourteentib, all varans iq 
jiie service, and the last in great renovm 
for' the vigour with which they quelled the 
Insurrection in Britain faj^ and still, mor* 
famous for the choice ma;de by Nero, who 
had selected that corps as the best in tht 
empire. They remained, to the last, faitb* 
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ial : to that emperor, mid, after bis deatb; book 
deckured with equal zeal in favour of Oth#« w^w 
Knowing their owti strength, they were ^'^^ 
ifltspired with confidence, but a confidence "^^ 
thai made them judge for themselves, abd 
proceed on their march by slow journeys^ 
ausi their humour prompted- The cavalr^ 
and auxiliary cohorts came forward with 
more alacrity. 

The troops that marched firom Rome 
were a formidable body. They consisted of 
five praetorian cohorts, several squadrons 
of horse, and the first legion. To (jiese 
were added two thousand gladiators; a 
resource altogether ignoble, but in civil 
comiilotions often employed by generals of 
the fiirst reputation. Anniiis Gallus and 
Vestricius Spurinna (bj were sent at die 
head of this whole force, with orders to 
take post on the banks of the Po. The 
first intention was to keep the enemy locked 
up in Gaul; but that project proved abor* 
tive, Caecina having already passed the 
Alps. Otho followed with a select body, 
of the praetorian guards, and all the vetCM 
rans of that corps, with the city i^hoiN^ 
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BOOK ai^d a pfodigiQu^ number draughted from, 
impv^ the marines^ On the march he betrayed 
^m. * J*<> symptom of sloth (c)^ no passion for 
^^ luxury : he advanced on foot, at the head 
of the colours, covered with an iron 
Ineastplate, rough and 3Qldier-]ike, exhi- 
biting a strikiiig contrast to his former 
cdiaracter. 

XII. In this posture of affairs, fortune 
seemed to open a flattering prospect. Otho 
tras master of the greatest part of Italy, 
and his fleets had the command of the sea» 
To the foot of the maritime Alps {aj the 
country was in his possession. To pass 
over those mounftains, and make a descent 
on Narbon Gaul, was the measure which 
he had projected. To conduct that expe- 
dition he appointed Suedius Clemens, An* 
tonius Novellus, and .^Imilius ^Pacencis* 
The last wa$ loaded with irons by his own 
soldiers. Antonius Novellus lost all au-* 
thority ; and Suedius Clemens, proud of his 
rank, but not knowing how ta maintain it, 
yielded t6o much to the humours of the 
men* He preserved no discipUne, and 
yet was eager for action. His army pre^ 

/ 
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rented |h> appearance of mea marching book 
through their own country.. They forgot \J^ 
that Italy was their native soil, and that ^'J^^ 

the lands and house, belonged to their f*V- 
low-citizens. Regardless of the ^Roman 

name, they laid waste the country with 

fire and sword; they pillaged, destroy ed^ 

and plundered, as if the war had baen in a 

foreign realm, against the enemies of their 

country. The wretched inhabitants were 

oppressed by men, against whom, havjuag 

entertained no fear, they had prepared no 

defence* The fields were covered with 

g^:ain and cattle; the houses were open; 

and the owners, with their wives and chil- 

dren^ went forth, in the simplicity of their ' 

hea^s, to meet the army. In the midst 

erf peace, they were surrounded with all 

the hoiTors of war. Marius Maturus 

was, at that time, governor of the marl** 

time Alps. He resolved to dispute the 

passa^ with Others troops, and, for that 

purpose, armed the youth of th^ country* 

In the first encounter, the mountaineers 

were either cut to pieces or put to the 

rout. A band of rustics, suddenly levied, 

and ignorant of military discipline, could 
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BoblE ncft make heatd again^ ft j^giilttf Btmy, 
ws^af Expecting no faihe from victory, 4hey 
^8^^* feared no disgrttce frgtii an ignomlnio^ 
"^ fiigiit ^ 

XIII. A]ff opposition so rash and fee^ 
N ble served only to exasperate the Otho* 
isikh soldiers. They fell with futy upon 
Alhiuni Intemelium, a municipal town^ 
The late victory was a' fruitless advant&g«$^ 
affbrding neither spoil nor plunder. The 
j)Cfa4jants had no property, and their arm* 
^ett of no value. Even pfisoners of i;^a# 
could riot bei made. The fii^ves kneW 
the Coursfe of the country, and Vere t66 
iwifi of foot. Enraged at the disappdinfe^ 
metrti the soldiers' wrealed their Vengeance^ 
oii the innocent inhabitants of Ii^telncM 
liuih, and glutted their avarice With the 
effects of innocent men. Amidst thife bfer** 
barities committed on this occasion, a' Li^ 
gurian woman gave a noble example Of 
courage and maternal affection^ She h&A 
concealed her child from the fury of tbd 
slaughtering Sword. The soldiers, fully 
persuaded that she had deposited he# 
treasure in the same place, stretched hep 
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on tile tttci^, atkl pressed tli0 unlmpp j mo^ boos 
th0r IQ t«ltirhe¥esfae had secured her s6h. 
Sbe fcwd her laind , o^t hw womb, and, 
" lietfe,^' she said/**^ here my child is sheU 
** tered/* FroTft that moment, nmrbved by 
jtarehaces^ and unsubdued fey torture, she 
lifever changed her tone. Nothing pould 
cohquei* that generqtis obstinacy. Sh« 
died a bright example of undaunted virtue. 

XIV. Meanwhile, Fabius Valens re-^ 
cfeived intelKgence that Of bo's fleet was 
Covering oft the coast of Narbon Gaul, with 
intent to invade that province, which had 
alrteady embraced the interest of Vitellius^ 
The adjacent colonies, by their deputies^ 
sued for protection. Valens dispatched 
h^o Tungrian cohorts, four squadrons of 
horse> with the whole cavalry of the Tre- 
viri, under the command oY Juhus Classic 
cus ; reserving, however, a sufficient de- 
tachment frohi th6s6 forces, to garrison 
the port of Forojulium, that the colony 
might not, while the troops marched up 
the country, lie exposed to sudden incur- 
^onsf fix>ni the fleet. TMs arrangement 
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BOOK being made^ Classicus marched itt quest: 
v^-v-^ of the enemy 9 at the head of twelve troops 
%^.^- of horse, and a select body fiom the co- 

^P* horts. To these were added the Ligurian 
cohort, which had been usually quartered 
at Forojulium, and five hundred men from 
Pannonia, not yet ranged in companies 
under distinct and regular colours. Nei- 
ther side dechned an engagement. The 
disposition made by Otho's officers was ad 
follows: A body of marines,' intermixed 
with the peasantry, took post on the heights 
near the sea. The level space/ between 
the hills and the coast was occupied bj 
the praetorian soldiers ; and, to support 
them, the fleet stood in close to the shore, 
drawn up in order of battle, and present** 
ing a formidable line. The strength of 
the Vitellians, consisting in cavalry, was 
stationed in front ; the infantry close em^ 
bodied in their rear, and their Alpine 
mountaineers on the ridge of the neigh-* 
bouring hills. The Treverian squadrons 
, began the attack with less skill than cou-* 
rage. The veterans of 04ho's army re% 
ceived the attack in fronti while their 
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peasants, froift the high grounds, discharge book 
ed a volley of stones, and, being expert J^^ 
slingers, annoyed the enemy in flank, ^i^ 
They mixed in the lines with the regular ^^' 
soldiers, and performed feats of valour. In 
the moment of victory, there was no dis- 
tinction between the coward and the brave ; 
all pursued their advantage with equal ar« 
dour. The Vitellians were thrown into 
disorder: and, being driven towards the 
margin of the sea, they were there attack* 
ed in the rear by the soldiers belonging to 
the fleet* This was a danger unforeseen. 
Hemmed in on every side, they must have 
been to a man cut off, if the night had not 
come on in time to favour their retreat, 
and restrain the victorious army from pur^ 
suing them in their flight. 

XV. The Vitellians, though defeated, 
still retained their warlike spirit. With a 
reinforcement drawn together in haste, 
they returned to the charge ; and, finding 
the enemy elate with joy, and by success 
lulled into security, they assaulted the 
outposts, put the advanced guard to the 
sword, and forced their way into the 

. V - 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



204 1"]^ msuGKt 

BOOK cjimp. Tbe Ckhonians wete struck with 
^ tetttffy and near the fleet all was tumult 



^m.^' ^lid disorder. The surprise, however, soon 
^0^: began to subside. The Othdnians betooi: 
themselves to an adjacent hill, and^ having 
there collected their strength, f ushed down 
with impetuous fory. A dreadful slaugh-^ 
ter followed. The Tungrian cohorts stood 
the brunt of the action, till their com^ 
manding officers fell under a shower erf 
darts. The Othonians conquered, bat 
their victory was dearly bought. They 
pursued the flying enemy with m6re ragb 
than prudence, when the Treverian ca- 
valry, wheeling round, attacked them in 
the rear, and put a large party to tbe 
sword. From this time the two armies 
remained inactive. As if a truce had 
taken place, and both sides had agreed by 
compact to suspend hostilities, and no mere 
molest each other by sudden incursions, 
the Vitellians retired to Antipolis, a mu-» 
nicipal town of Narbon Gaul, and the 
Othonians to Albingaunum, in the inland 
pa^t of Liguria. 

. XVI. Corsica, Sardinia, and the rest 
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4^tt)^e islands m those 6^, were wer- book 
a^wd by the' victorious :Jft€fet, ai:id kept in s-v^ 
is^ufc^ctioQi to Otho. CofsicA, indeed, saf-r W, 
fered a suddea coqt^ulsion from the teme- 6^^/ 
ifity of tlje goveriior. I^e name of this^ 
officer was Decimus Patarius; Though 
th^ inland, in a war carried on by such 
po^vistfiil . advicrsaries,: was of no iraport-f 
»Bqe, he endeavoured to seduce the in- 
hiibibanfc to the interest of yitelHug, The 
pr^gect^ which would have decided no-» 
tibing, ended in his own ruin. He snm^ 
Biboned a council of the kadiifig ineia, and 
cbinmunicat^ his idest^; Claudiujs Fhir^ 
ijiieus, Irho CK^nhmanddd the galleys o^ that 
station, and'^Qmnctius Certus^ a ^oman 
kiM^t, objected to the mcft&ure, and were ' . 
piut to instant d^th. The rest of the as- 
sembly, terrified by thi$ act of violence, 
swore fidelity to Vitellius. The populace^ 
, a^s H&ual, bUnd and ignorant, but by couj* 
tagioH catching the fears of oIljeiB, fol* 
loMred the texample of the leading chiefs. 
Pacarius began to muster his men, and 
train them to the use of arms. A race of 
rude and vulgar peasants, who had no re- 
lish fpr the Ya^ue of military discipline. 
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began t6 considei* the nature of their 
situation^ and their inabihty to support a 
war, " They were islanders, remote from 
" Germany, and out of the reach of the 
" legions. The fleets of Otho c6mmanded 
** the seas, and had lately ravaged the 
" maritime countries, though defended by 
** the cohorts and cavalry of Vitellius/' 
This reflection produced a sudden change 
in every mind. They resolved to assert 
their independence, not with open force, 
but by covert stratagem; and, for that 
purpose, to lie in wait for their oppdrtu^ 
nity. Pacarius, as soon as his train of vi- 
sitors left him, retired to his bath. In that 
moment the conspirators fell upon him 
naked and disarmed* He was put to in-i 
stant death, and his attendants suffered 
the same fate. Their heads, like those of 
traitors, were conveyed to Otho. And 
yet the assassins were neither rewarded 
by that prince, nor punished by Vitellius. 
In the mass of atrocious deeds that dis* 
graced the times, petty villainies were suf^ 
fered to pass with impunity. 

XVII. The cavaliy, called the Syla* 
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ffriAN SQUADROK, had, as alreaay meur 
tioned (aj^ forced their way into Italy, and 
there fixed the seat of war. In . the con- 
duct of these men nothing proceeded from 
|»:inciple. They had no regard for Otho, 
nor so much as a wish to serve Vitellius ; 
but, their vigour being relaxed by a long 
peace, and their xninds debased and prcr 
pared for slavery, they stood ready to 
stretch their necks to the yoke, whatever 
liand imposed it, in their choice of a ma- 
•ster wholly indifferent. The fairest portion 
of Italy fbjj extending from the Po to the 
Alps, with' all its fertile plains and flou- 
jrishing cities, was in the possession of Vir 
telUus : the forces sent forward by Caecina 
having already penetrated into that quar- 
ter. At Cremona a Pannonian cohort laid 
^own their arras ; and between Placentia 
-apd Ticinum a party of a hundred horse, 
with a thousand marines, were. made pri- 
csoners. In this tide of success nothing 
-could withstand the vigour of.jthe Vitelr 
Mans. The Po opposed its stream and 
its banks in vain. To the Batavians, and 
*he troops from, beyond the Rhine, the 
jiver was no more than a new nntotive to 
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BOOK inflame their ftrdour. The^ passed 9T«r 
with their ^ usual rapidity under ihie waJb 
' of Placentia, aod in sight of tbe enfiinjr^ 
Having gained a footing on tbe land^ tiuBj 
intercepted the enemy^s scouts, and ^pneail 
such a general panic, that all who eseiaped 
their fury fled ^jrith pisecipitatioo, asih 
noiyncing the arrival of ^Ci^cina apd htfr 
whole army. 

XVIII. Spueikna, who conamaadad 
at Placentia^ vtsls wdl in^fbrmed of Caoob- 
na^s motions. He knew hira to be still isut 
a distance ; and, if at any time he should 
show himself before the place, he hsBid 
taken his; measures. Three prsatorian co- 
horts, and no more than ^ thousand vexiil- 
laries, with a small body o£ horse, wovUl . 
be ill opposed to a veteran army. He r^ 
solved, tiierefore, to recnaia wkliin his foB- 
tilipatioiis. But an unruly soldieryf fietce 
and unskilled in mUitary op^fBtions^ vm 
not to he restratned^ They sebed the e» 
lours, and rallied ^arth in a body. The 
general endeavoured in vami to check tlieir . 
violence; themeiaL pointed their weapoaa 
at his breast ; they spurned at the tribuncf 
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and centurions, who extolled the wisdom boos 
of their superior officer ; they rejected all v^^v^ 
advice, declaring aloud that treason was \^,^^ 
at work ; they were betrayed : and 'Csedna \P' 
was invited to take possession of the place* 
Spurinna was obliged to yield to this sud- 
den phrensy, and even to proceed on the 
march. He went forth against liis. wHl, 
but with a show of approbation, in hopes^ 
if the sedition died away, that he might 
then resume his former authority, 

XIX. The soldiers pushed on with 
i^pirit, till the Po appearing in sight, and 
night coming on, they halted for the first 
time. It was now judged necessary to 
fortify a camp. Labour and castrameta* 
tion wOTe new to men who had only ser^d 
within the walls of Rome, Their ferocitjf 
abated, and they began to see their error. 
The veterans in the service condemned 
their own credulity, and pointed out to 
their comrades the common danger of all, 
if Csecina with a numerous army had come 
up in time to surround them in a wide 
champaign country. Throughout ^he ^ 

ranks nothing was heard but penitence 

VOL. V. f 
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BOOK tod sabmissi<»). The tribtmesaitd oeii» 
s^^Y^ turions regained iheir influence, and all 
^'Si.^' ^cre loud in praise of their general, who 
*i^ had, with judgement, chosen a strong and 
iJowerful colony for the seat of war, Spu- 
rinna sdzed his opportunity, choosing ra- 
tiier to convince by reason, tbim to kritats 
by reproof. Having quelled the sedition, 
he left some flying parties to watch the 
motions of the enemy, and, mth an army 
now disposed to obey his oraers, josardied 
back to Placentia. The fcNrtificaticms of 
the plftce were repaked ; new works were 
6dded ; towers were constructed ; the soi« 
diers were provided with arms ; and, what 
was of grater moment, b, spirit of disd^ 
plineand prompt obedience wi» diffused 
through the army. This was, no doubt^ 
lui essential service. Want of oourage 
could not be knputed to Otho's p^trty. 
Inattention to tl^ir superior officers wai- 
the disadvantage under whicli tiiey la- 
boured. 

' XX. CsciNA advanced mto Italy w^ 

. m wefi-cond^cted aimy, observing in hit 

toardi tiie strictest 'disdpUiie, as if oa the 
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ether Bide of the Alp* be had left bii «ooi|- 
cruelty and lo¥0 of plunder Hia dre^a 



gOije ofieQce to th^ colonies through which ^^i^ 
he passed, His wnntle, decorated with ^e^ 
various colon jf^ pas$ed fpr a mark erf ajr-» 
Togance ; and his drawers (a)j used onlj 
hy savage nations^ did not agree with the 
i^eas of a Roman citizen, Bei$ide$^ this, , 
t\itp splendid appearance of his wife, Salo- 
pina, mounted on a superb horse, adorned 
with purple ornaments, though in itself a ^ 
matter of no importance, and certainly in^ 
jurious to no person whatever, was held tQ 
be a public insult. Such is the nature of' 
the human mind, disposed at all times ts) 
behold with jealousy the sudden elevatioa 
of new men, and to demand, that hei 
who has been known in an humble station, 
^uld know how to rise in the world 
with temper and modest dignity. Cs^ina 
passed the Po, and by negotiation and 
artful promises endeavoured to seduce thf 
leader^ of Otho'9 party. The like insi- 
dious game was played against himself. 
Both Sides talked of peace and concordt 
but they amused each other with words gf 
4pecioti3 sounds importiug nothings Tired 
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jiooK of fruitless artifices, Cascina began to con-» 
cert his measures for the reduction of 
Placentia. He deteroqiined to invest the. 
place ; and knowing how much the fkme 
of the general, and, by consequence, the 
events of war, depend on the first exploit, 
he mad6 every preparation to carry on the 
siege with vigour, 

XXI. The first approach to the town 
displayed the bravery, but netting of* the 
skill, which might be expected from a 
veteran army. The soldiers, intoxicated 
with liquor, advanced to the foot of the 
walls, without shelter, or due precaution. 
In this attack, a magnificent amphithea- 
tre, which stood on the outside of the for- 
tifications, was set on fire, and levelled to 
the ground. Whether this was occasioned 
by the flaming brands and other combus- 
tibles thrown in by the besiegers, or by 
the like missive weapons discharged from 
the works, cannot now be ascertained. 
The vulgar herd of the city, apt and will- 
ing, like the populace in every quarter, to 
believe whatever malignity can invent, im- 
puted the disaster to the neighbouring co^ 
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lonists, who saw with envy a spacious and book 
magnifik^nt structure, that surpassed every yJ^* 
monument of art and labour throughout ^'gas,^* 
Italy. The sense of this misfortune, how- ^gP* 
ever begun, was lost in the pressure of im- 
mediate danger; but the enemy was no 
sooner withdrawn from the walls, than the 
inhabitants, in the moment of security^ 
lamented the loss of their amphitheatre, as 
the worst calamity that could befall them. 
Caecina was repulsed with considerable 
loss. The night, on both sides, was em- 
ployed in necessary preparations. , The Vi- 
tellians provided themselves mih moving 
penthouses, and other wariike machines, 
under which the men might advance to 
sap the foundation of the walls. The be- 
sieged were busy in preparing stakes md 
rafts of timber, with huge heaps of stone , 
and lea^d and brass, in order to crush the 
assailants under their own works. Both 
armies felt every motive that could rouse 
their valour. The love of glory, and the 
fear of shame, throbbed in every breast 
In the camp of the Vitellians, nothing was 
heard but the vigour of the legions, an4 
the fame of the German armies; within 
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Booit thfe totrfl^ the hoiioiir of the city do* 
^^' harts, and the dignity of the pmtoriftn 



^'^.^' bands, were the topics thatt inflamed thdif 
*Q^' minds with heroit ardont. They consi** 
deired the Vitelliatts as a ^t of desperate 
Adventurers, and despised them as Barba-^ 
tians, foreigners, and aliens in Italy ; while, 
in their turn, they were held iii contempt 
by the besiegers, as a weak enervate band, 
who had lost every warlike principle in 
the circus and the theatres of Rome.. Otho 
and Vitellius were the subject orailternate 
|>wiise and calumny ; but praise was soon 
exhausted, and for abuse feach party found 
abundant materials. 

XXtt. At the return of day^ the city 
and the country round displayed a scene 
of warlike preparation: the walls and 
. .nstmparts were covered with Otiioftian toU 
diers, and the fields glittered with thiK 
blase of hostile arms. Hie legions in close 
army advanced to the assault, and the 
adailiaries in separate ditisiona. The at- 
tack began with a volley of atones and 
datts aimed at the hig^t part oi the feiv 
1aficatk)n5i and where the wc^kt^ wer« 
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mfher imj^red by time, or thinly manned, B0O( 
the Vitellians attempted a scalade. The wvW 
German auxiliaries, rending the air with sss. 
' flieir savage war-«ongs, and, according to i^' 
the custom of their country, waving their 
shields over their shoulders, advanced with 
impetuous fury; while the garrison, with 
ddiberate aim, discharged a volley of 
stones and darts. In the mean time, the 
legionary soldiers, under their covered 
way, battered the foundation of the walls, 
and, having thrown up mounds of eartib, 
attempted to force the gates. A pile of 
massy stones, which had been prepared 
by the besieged, was instantly rolled down 
with prodigious ruin: the Yitellianf, 
crushed under the weight, or transfix^ 
with darts, lay wounded, maimed, and 
jnangled at the foot of the ramparts. 
Horror and c<»ifusion f(^wed. TUm 
Othojoians were inspired with fresh cou* 
T^e. The slau^ter increased ; and the 
assailants, finding all their efforts defeated, 
with great precipitation, wd no lossdui- 
Bonour, sounded a retreat Caedna saw 
the folly of an enterprise rashly undeiv 
.tekfin. To avoid iiutiier dts^^e, he n- 
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JBOOK solved to raise the siege, and leave a camp^ 

^M^v^ where he had nothing to expect but re- 

B2S. ' proach and shame. He repassed the Po, 

^^' and bent his march towards Cremona. 

He had not proceeded far, when he was 

joined by Turullius CereaHs, a centurion 

of principal rank, who had served under 

him in Germany, and also by Julius Bri- 

ganticus, a Batavian by birth : the former 

deserted with a strong body of marine 

soldiers, and the latter, with a small party 

of horse. 



XXin. Spurinna, as soon as he was 
informed of the movements of the enemy, 
sent dispatches to Annius Gallus, with the 
particukrs of the siege, the gallant defence 
of Placentia, and the measures concerted 
by Caecina. Gallus was then on his march, 
at the head of the first legion, to the relief 
of the place, little imagining that a few 
cohorts would be ^ble to hold put against 
the strength and valour of the Gernian 
-army. It was, however, no sooner known 
.4hat Csecina had abandoned his enterprise, 
and was then proceeding to Cremona, than 
the spirit of the legion' blazed out at once. 
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Tliey desired to be kd^agmnst the eneh]^. book 
Their, impatience rose.ito a pitch little v^v^ 
short of sedition. It was with difficulty 'asi 
that G alius appeased the tumult . He ^^^ 
made halt at Bedriacum T^^A a village si- 
tuated between Verona an^ Cremona, and 
unhappily famous for the slaughter of two 
Roman armies. About the same time the 
Othonians gained a second advantage over 
the enemy. Martins Macer fought with 
(Success near Cremona. That officer, with 
the spirit of enterprise that distinguished 
him, embarked the gladiators on the Po, 
and, making a sudden descent on the op- 
posite bank, fell with fury on the auxilia- 
ries of Vitellius. All who attempted to 
make head against him were put to the 
sword; the rest fled with precipitation to ' 
Cremona,. Macer was not willing to lose 
byjo-shqess the fruit of his victory. He 
knew that, by the arrival of fresh forces, 
the fortune of the day might be changed, 
and, for that reason, recalled his men from 
the, pursuit. Thjis measure spread a gene- 
ral discontent ajnongst the soldiers.^ It 
was ; the misfortune of Otho's party to be 
on all occasions infected with suspicion, 
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BOOK and^ with a stxan^ pervemit j, to {)ut tfaii 
. WW worst construction on the conduct of their 

A TJ C 

W. ' officers. The base of heart and petuiant 
%^* of tongue combined together^ and with 
virulent invective defamed and blackened 
every character without distinction. Even 
Annius Gallus, Suetonius Paulinus, and 
Marius Celsus, three eminent generals, did 
not escape the shafts of caliimny. They 
. were charged witii various crimes* But 
^e murderers of Galba were the wojpst in^* 
oendiaries. Conscious of their guilty and 
^ finding no respite from remorse and fear^ 

tibese miscreants made it their business to 
embroil, to distract, and throw every thing 
into confusion. They gave vent to thdr 
seditious designs with open insolence, and 
by clandestine letters infused their vemnn 
into .the mind of Otho ; a mind too sus- 
teptible, always hearkening to every ma- 
lignant whisper, and only yarded against 
men of worth and honour : in prosperity 
weak and irresolute ; in distress collected, 
firm, determined; misfortune made him 
a better man. In his present sitiiatioi^, 
easily alarmed, and suspecting all his dK- 
«en&, he s^nt to Eome for his brother Ti^ 
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^ahus, and conimitted to him the whole ibook 
conduct of the war. The interval was v^...^ 
filled by Celsus knd Paulinus with active ^^2.^ 
enterprise and brilliant success. ^^* 

XXIV. CiEciNA felt the disgrace oi 
his late defeat, and saw with anxiety the 
fanne of his army mouldering away. He 
had been roughly handled at PIacenti% 
iiis auxiliaries were cut to pieces, and in 
every skirmish, not worthy of a particular 
detail, the enemy had the advantage. He 
likewise knew by sure intelligence that 
Valens was advancing with his army, and 
that commander might reap the laurels of 
the war. To prevent a circumstance sa 
humiliating) he resolved, with more cou* 
rage than judgement, to redeem his glory^ 
With this intent he marched to a village 
called Castorum fuj^ distant about twelve 
miles from Cremona. At that place, in a 
wood that overhangs the road, he station^- 
ed the flower of his auxiliaries in ambus- 
cade. His cavalry had orders to take an 
advanced post, and, after provoking an 
engagement, to give ground at once, and 
draw the aiemy forward, till an unex- 
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BOOK pected sally could be made from the 
woods. The stratagem was betrayed to 
the generals of Otho's army, Paulinus 
took the command of the infantry, while 
Celsus led on the cavalry. Their men 
were ranged in order of battle. In the 
left wing were placed the vexillaries of 
the thirteenth legion, four auxiliary co- 
horts, and five hundred horse. The higli 
road was occupied by three praetorian co* 
horts, who formed the centre. The left 
wing consisted of the first legion, two 
auxiliary cohorts, and five hundred horse. 
Besides these, a thousand of the cavalry, 
iielected from the praetorian and auxiliary 
bands, were kept as a body of reserve to 
support the broken ranks, or, if the enemy 
gave way, to rush on at once and complete 
the victory. 

• XXV. Before the two armies came to 
action, the Vitellians feigned a flight. 
Aware of the stratagem,- Celsus checked 
the ardour of his men, and in his, turn ,: 
pretended to give ground. The adverse 
party, as they lay in ambush, thought they 
saw their opportunity, and, rushing forward 
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inconsiderately, fell into a snare. The le- book 
gions flanked them from both wings ; the v^^v^ 
cohorts attacked in front ; and the caval- '^oi. * 
ry, whaling round with rapidity^ charged "^^ 
in the rear. Suetonius Paulinus still kept 
his infantry out of the engagement. By 
his natural temper slow and deliberate, he 
chose to take his measures with precau-» 
tion, rather than hazard a sudden conflict, 
and owe his success to the chance of war. 
He ordered the hollows to be filled up, the 
ground to be cleared, and his ranks to be 
extended; wisely judging that it would ^ 
then be time to think of victory, when he 
hq.d taken care not- to be conquered. 
During this delay the Vitellians seized thq 
opportunity to shift their ground. They 
betook themselves to the adjacent vine-^ 
yards, thick with interwoven branches{ 
and, by consequence, difficult of access* 
Having there, and in a wood that lay conti* 
guous, found a safe retreat, they recovered 
their courage, and sallied out to attack 
the praetorian cavalry. The best and 
bravest officers of that corps were cut to 
pieces. Epiphanes(^a^, the eastern king, 
who in support of Otho's cause faced 

■ 
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BOOK every danger, was wounded in the engage^ 

sJl^ ment. » 
A.n.c. 

822. 

^g^- XXVI. At length the infantry, undei^ 
the command of PauKnus, entered into 
the action. The front hne of the enemy 
gave way at once, and the parties thai 
came to support them were in like manne; 
put to the rout. C^ecina had not the 
judgement to act with his whole strength 
at once. He brought up his men in de^ 
tachments; and the consequence was, 
that, comipg forward in succession, and 
no where strong enough, they soon gavQ 
way and fled with the ranks already 
' broken. During this confusion, a violent 
tumult broke out in Caecina's camp. The 
soldiers were enraged that the whole anny 
was not draw:n out. They seized Juliu» 
Gratus, the praefect of the camp, and 
loaded him with irons, on a suspicion that 
he held secret intelligence with his brother 
Julius Fronto, at that thne a tribune iq 
Otho's army, and, under a similar accusa^ 
tion, then confined in prison by the ad» 
verse party. Nothing now could equal 
the disorder and consternation that coyer^ 
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ed the whole Vitelltan arm J. IntlKcampf book 
in the field of battle, in the. flight, and w^rl^ 
amongst the parties that came to support ^W.^ 
the fugitives, the confusion was such, that, ^^* 
if Paulinus had not sounded a retreat, it 
was the general opinion that Caecina, with 
his whole army, might have been cut to 
pieces* In defence of his conduct, Pau- 
linus answered, that, seeing how much 
toil and labour still remained, he was not 
willing to expose his men, already spent 
with the fatigue of the day, to fresh forces 
kept in reserve, and ready to issue from 
tiie adverse camp. An exhausted soldiery 
might, in that case, be overpowered ; and, 
if once broken, no post, no station re- 
mained behind. With this reasoning the 
Judicious few were satisfied, but in the . 
lower ranks of the army discontent and 
murmuring still prevailed. 

XXVII. The loss sustained in this en* 
j^gement had no other effect on the van« 
^uished Vitellians, than to reduce their 
turbulent spirit to a sense of military duty. 
C!^ina threw the whole blame of his de-- 
Hfeat upon the ungovernable temper of the^ 
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boob: anny» at all times more disjpos^ to mU-i 
w^y^ tiny than to face the enemy. The meu 

ADC* * 

828. " fiow saw their error, and began to submit 
^^' to authority. Nor was this the case with 
' regard to Caecina only : the same refonna- 
tion showed itself in the camp of Fabius 
Valens, who was now advanced as ^fiir ai 
Ticinum/a;^. Hie soldiers under his^ com- 
mand were taught, by the late eiirent, nci 
longer to despise the enemy-r To retrieve 
the honour of the, army, they now were 
willing to behave with due submission to 
their general They had been, .not long 
" before, guilty of a. bold and dangerous tui- 
mult, of which, at the exact point of tinaej; 
no notice could . be taken, without break* 
^ ing. the thread of the narrative, and de^ 
partii^ .too /much from the transactions 
under Caecina, 

It may now be proper to give an ac- 
count of that insurrection. The reader 
wiH remember, that, in the war between 
Kero and Vindex, the cohorts of the Ba- 
taviian nation separated from the four- 
.teeijth legion, then on its way to Britain; 
<ind having heard, in the city of the lAnr^ 
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gones, of commotions in favour of Vitel- book 
lius, went over to the standard of Fabius v— yi^ 
Valens, Their arrogance, from that time, gg^, * 
knew no bounds. They paraded the cainp^ ^^' 
in every quarter, and in the tents of the 
legions,, making it their boast, " that by 
*• them the fourteenth legion had been* 
" overawed: by them Italy was wrested 
*^ out of the hands of Nero; and upon 
" their swords the issue of the war de- 
" pended/^ The Roman soldiers heard 
these speeches with indignation ; disputes 
and quarrels filled the camp, and disci- 
pline was at an end. Valens saw his au- 
thority lessened, and knew too well, that, 
from clamour to actual mutiny the transi- 
tion is short and sudden. 

XXVIII. In this posture of affairs, Va- 
lens received advice that the Tungrians 
and Tr^verians had met with a defeat, 
and that Otho's fleet was hovering on the 
coast of Narbon Gaul. He took that 
opportunity to order a detachment of 
the Batavians to march to the relief of 
Ijie.^r6vince ; intending, at the same time, 

VOL. v. Q 

/ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




32fi THE HISTORY 

BOOK by a stroke of policy, to divide the muti« 
nous troops, whom, in their collective 
body, he found impatient of control. 
This measure gave umbrage to the rest of 
his army. The auxiliaries murmured, and 
the legions complained aloud, ^^ that they 
" were now to lose the bravest troops in 
" the service. The enemy was near at 
^* hand, and was that a time to withdraw 
" a body of gallant soldiers, who had so 
"often fought with undaunted courage, 
" and so often returned crowned with vic- 
" tory? If a single province is of more 
** moment tiian the city of Rome, and the 
^* empire is but a secondary consideratioii, 
" why not march with the united strength 
** of the whole army ? On the pther hand, 
" if Italy must be the theatre of war; if 
" there, and there only, a decisive victory 
" can be obtained ; why separate from the 
** army those gallant veterans, like the 
" soundest limbs cut off from the body?^ 

XXIX. To allay this ferment, Valens 
went forth, preceded by his lictors. Ti» 
men pa^d no regard to their general; they 
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pelted hfin with stones'; they forced him book 
to fly before them; they pursued with ww 
opprobrious language^ accusing him o{^'^^' 
having embezzled, to his own private use, ^^^ 
the spoils of Gaul, the gold of Vienne faj^ 
and the recompense due to the soldiers for 
all their toil and labour. They rushed to 
his pavilion, pillaged his camp-equipage, 
^and, in hopes of finding hidden treasure, 
./pierced the ground with their spears and 
javelins. Valens, in the mean time, dis^ 
guised like a slave, lay concealed in the 
tent of an officer of the cavalry. ; Alphe<- 
nus Varus, the prefect of the camp, saw 
the phrensy subsiding, and, in the ebb of 
their passion^, thought it best to let re«- 
pentance take possession of them by de- 
grees. With that intent, he gave orders 
to the centurions neither to visit the night 
watch, nor sufier the usual signals to be 
given by sound of trumpet. A dead s> 
lence followed. The mutineers stood co- 
vered with astonishment, wondering that 
no one assumed the command ; they 
-gazed at each other, and trembled at being 
left to themselves. By silence and resig* 
. nation they hoped to give a proof of re* 

q2 
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tiooK turning virtue. In the end iiiey burst 
v.«pv^ into tears, aqd with humble supplications 
^m.^' isnplored forgiveness. Valens ventured 
^' ;to appear- As socto feis the »61die|:s saw 
him beyond expectation safe, ufaburt, in 
a sordid dress, \^ith tears starting froni his 
eye, a mingled tumult of joy atad sorrow 
3nd aflfection swelled in every breast. 
With the quick transition of passions corn- 
man with the iiiultifcude, they poured forth 
-their congratulations ; and with sluouts of 
applause placed their general amidst the 
eagles^ and standards^ on his tribunal. 
Valens acted with well-timed moderation. 
J^o man was singled out for punishment. 
-Afrd^id, ho we very that, by too much cool- 
ness, he might make them suspect some 
deep design, he thought fit to reprimand a 
few by name, and his resentment went no 
further. In the distractions of a civil war, 
he knew £iiat the power of the general is 
never equal to the liberty claimed by his 
soldiers (b). r. ; 

XXX. While Valens employed his 
army in throwing up intrenchmetits at 
Ticinum, an account of .C^citaa's defeat 
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reach64 the 'qanjp. Tfee li^pae of seditipj). book 
vas ready .|o brp^k put a sepond time. All y-yl^ 
3gr<%d> that by this treachery of Valens ^'^i^' 
they wei^: dptainQcl from the field of bat* (i^, 
tie. They resdlved to linger no longer; 
they 8COrne4 to wsiit the motions of an iijt. 
active cpniina»der; they marched before, 
the; cploui-fi, .and, ordering, the st&njdai^4r' 
faearens:)liQ5:ptisbL: o» with .ajacrityj^; ow«f ) 
halted, tilli:ibya rapid m^ch, they^ined^ 
GBBcina's (sAtH^i In ithjtt capap V^lehs ivaft 
ih na kibd. of crodi"!* .The. yanq^uisfaf^ 
soldiers coijijptoined,rthat Ateithan. inleriot; 
force thie.yjwerfer litft expdsed. to tlife exMBO^i 
atted, by ex^Htng. the sf-rength and, yalQur. 
<tfi theijr nesr, fntends, they hotped to ccmdi 
liate. esttem^' fend thipw from :thern*elYe*. 
tjie imputation M cpiyiar^^ice.. Valoofe wa^f 
at; :tbe .head: of dn ^armv ^tiiich exfeeedcA 
that of Caecina by almost double: thj4> 
number, and yet the latter was the favour- 
ilfi 6i the^;TO«aii. . His Ubi^al i^pirjl gained 
him &ie»d^,' atnd hls-generosity was praised . 
by ill. To the vigour rof youtb he united 
a graceful %ttr^, «»d: he i possessed tliosb 
naraelt^ quialijties (u).^ \Kbich, though of n6 
.solid value, conciliate favour, men Jcnow 
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^ BOOK not why. Hence a spirit of emulatioti 

' J^ between the two commandere. C«cina 

^m.^* pbjected to his rival the sordid vices that 

%?' disgraced his character; and, in return, 

Valpns laughed at a man elate with pride 

and vain ostentation. And yet the two 

chiefs acted towards each other with difr- 

guitsed hostility. In their zeal for the 

c&mmon cause, their mutual animosities 

were suppressed, though not extinguished*. 

In their letters, they treated Otho and his 

licentious practices in a style that pshawed 

they scorned all teritns of future reconci* 

liation. The conduct of the officers in 

the opposite army was very diflferent. 

They spoke of Vitellius With reserve ; and- 

though his manners afforded ample mate* 

rials for invective, they chose to contain* 

themselves within the bounds of pru^- 

dence« > 

XXXL It may be here observed, that, 
whatever were the shades of vice in the 
opposite ^ chm^cters of the contending 
chiefs, death, in the end, made the true 
distinction between' them : Otho fell with 
glory, and Vitellius with disgrace and in- 
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hiXfiy. Durifig tbeir lives, men dreaded Booit 
greater mischief from the unbridled pas* v^^^v^ 
sions of Otho, than from the sluggish de- ^*8«.^' 
bauchery pf Vitellius. The murder of ^^ 
Galba made the former an object of ^e^ 
testatibn; while the latter was never 
'ChQ.rged with being the author of the 
war faj. Vitellius, by his gluttony and 
sensual appetites, was his own enemy; 
Otho, by his profusion, his cruelty, and 
his daring spirit, was the enemy of his 
•country. As soon as the forces under 
Caecina and Valens had formed a junction, 
the Vitellian party wished for nothing so 
much as a decisive action. Otho was not 
determined which was most for his inter- 
est, a speedy engagement or a lingering 
war. In this state of irresolution, he called 
a council) when Suetonius . PauHnus, an 
officer surpassed by no man of that age, 
judged it consistent with his high military 
character, to weigh all circumstances, and 
upon the whole to give a decided opnion. 
He contended, that to bring the dispute 
to an immediate issue, was the business of 
Vitellius; and, on the contrary, to draw 

the war into length was the game that 

f 
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1BOQK Otiio ought ;to playi He argued a$ fol- 
"' lows: 



. XXXII. '' The whole . collected forcfc 
** of .Vitellius is now in Italy : the id- 
^' sources which he has left behind him are 
^* inconsiderable. From Gaul he hm noh 
** thing to expect. The spirit of tha* 
*^ fierce and turbulent people is >tiU/iii 
** agitatipn; and while Geramny, with 
^ hostile numbers,, is ever ready to invadt 
^* the Roman provinces, the banks of the 
-" Rhine cannot be left naked and die- 
" fenceless. TJbe legions in Britain. haiVe 
" the natives on their hands, and they 
" are divided by the sea. Spain cannot 
•^ boast of resources. The province o£ 
•' Narbbn Gaul has been harassed by 
" Otho's fleet, and is still covered with 
" consternation. The part of Italy which 
^* lies beyond the Po is shut in by the 
" Alps, deprived of all relief by sea, and 
^* the armies that passed that way have 
".made the whole country a $oefl© of de- 
" solartion. There is no place from which 
" Viteliius can hope to be supplied! with 
" grain; and he who wants provisions, in 
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^* Gern^ans, a hrave! apd warlike people, wJ^ 
" constitute the stren^ aud bulwark of ^'^^^* 
" the Vitellian party : protract the war, ^^* 
/' and will they be able to go throng a 
" smmmer campaign? The diange of 
" soil, and the heat of tlie climate, mil 
^Vcefex their vigour. The war, that by 
" strenuous efforts may be pushed to a 
•* prosperous issue, growja languid when 
" drawn into length, and in a state of te- 
" dious suspense whole armies have moul- 
** dered a vay. 

" Om the other hand, Qtho's party is Jn 
" no want of supplies ; their fritaadd. arc 
** firm, and.great\i»sources.. are istill in re^ 
^ serve. Fumdnia, Meeiia, Dalmatia>.and 
"the eastern provinces,: are adble to sehd 
"numerous armies into the field. All 
*' Italy declares for Otho.: ilome, ,the ca^ 
" pital of the empire, is still in his posses^ 
"' sionj; and, aboVe ail, he" has oa his side 
" the senate and the Roman people ; Slim 
" trious names> and always of "the first im» 
" pof tance, though their gtory in some con-* 
" junctures has been echpsed* Thcare is still 

N 
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*^ in reserve a store of wealth, both public 
** and private j and riches at all timesai^e the 
" sinews of war, in public dissensions more 
" powerful than the sword. The soldiers 
** in the service of Otho are in good con* 
" ditiojn, inured to Italy, or seasoned to 
*• the heat in warmer climates. In their 
" front the river Po is a barrier, and^therte 
** are. fortified cities, strotigly garrisoned, 
" all determined to hold out to the last. 
^^* Of this the gallant defence of Piacentia 
^* is a sufficient proof. For these reasons, 
" a slow and Jingfering war is the best ex- 
^* pedient* Pass but a few days, and the 
" fourteenth legion, famous for its bravery, 
** will arrive with a strong reinforcement 
"of auxiliaries froniMaBsia. A council of 
"waj may then be called; and should it 
" be thought advisable to hazard a battle, 
" Otho, in that event, may take the field 
with a^superiorarmy/^ . 



(« 



XXXIIL Maeius Celsus concurried 
in this opinion. Annius Gallus ^as not 
present. He had been hurt by a fiall from 
his horse a few days before,- and was not 
yet recovered; but, being consulted by 
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• person* sent for the purpose, he acceded book 
to the counsels of PauUnus. Otho was 



A IT C 

for trying the issue of a battle. His 822. * 
brother Titianus, and Proculus, the pre- ^^^ 
feet of the praetorian guards, though 
neither of them had any military experi- 
ence, did what in them lay to incite a 
temper of itself rash and precipitate* Hie 
igods, they said, and the tutelar genius of 
Otho, were present in council, and would 
^not fail to guide and animate the battle. 
Such was the language of flattery. They 
made their poison palatable, and no nrnn, 
presumed to administer an antidote. . 

To offer battle was the result of the 
debate; but whether the emperor should 
command in person, or withdraw to a 
place of safety, was a question still to be 
discussed. Celsus and Paulinus gave no 
opinion. To expose the prince to the 
'4angers of the field, was more than they 
chose to hazard. That point was left to 
the authors of the pernicious counsel aU 
ready given. By thdr advice Otho re* 
tired to .Brixellum, there to reserve hiiBh 
setf for the good ef the people and the 
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xom. Jsn&jesijr of ^empkfSi From iim 4ay the 
WW ;ruiii of Otho.may bedaited. Ife took with 

A TT IT* 

sti. * iiim a considerable deteichment of the pras- 
^^' 40rian cohorte, the body-guaxci, fttid a 
strong patty of horse. After their depja^- 
4we, the spirit of the army began to droop. 
/They suspected their office*^ . The prince, 
4iiJwhom the soldiers wer^^ faithfully at- 
Aaobed, and who, in i^etiirn, cojifided in 
Ithem, and them only;, abandoned his caUsd, 
.Without leaving a head to direct, or. :a 
general to whose authority the men were 
willing to submit. . 

XXXIV. During these transactions, 
fiothiogAf all. that passed w^s a secret in^ 
!the camp of Vitellius. From the deserters, 
who indvilwars are .always numerous, aad 
«Iso from the spies, whose g©niu«' it is, 
(whUc: they pry into the secrets of others, 
io, betray their own, every thing transpired. 
iGascioa And^VaJeBS l^y in wait for the mo- 
vtwns of an eiieipy, whom tl^y saw co»- 
•<rivlng:t4or^own destruction. To. plan an 
cnterpifiie wiasunniecessary, where the bast 
•^risdom.was to succeed, by the folly of 
, fithers* Jxk prder,^ however, to give jealousy. 
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to the gladiators (a) on the opposite bank book 
of the Po, and at the same time to keep s-ry^ 
their own soldiers employed, they began "^'ass.^' 
to throw a bridge over the river. As a ^^^' 
foundation for the work, they ranged in 
proper order a number of boats, made fast 
at equal distances by strong timbers, witb 
their prows turned against the current, and 
by their anchors secured from driving from 
the spot. Thfe cables were of & length to 
play in the water, in order, when the 
stream increased^ that the vessels miglif 
be gently lifted up and down without 
danger or confusion. In the boat at the 
further extremity of the bridge, they caused 
a tower to be erected, which served at 
6nce to dose the passage, and give the 
ftien a station, where tliey might, witK 
ttieir battering engines, prevent the ap-* 
ptOach of the enemy. 

XXXV. The Othonjans also raised a 
tower on the opposite bank, and thence 
were able to annoy the enemy with tnassy 
stones and flaming brands. A small island 
itood' in the middle of thfe river. The 
gladiators attempted to pass over in boats i 
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BOOK but the Germans, expert in swimmings 
wvw dashed into the stream, and took possea- 
^8^.^' sion of the place. In order to dislodge 
^0^* them, Macer put off with a strong partj 
of gladiators on board his galleys : but the 
gladiators were not able to cope with re- 
gular soldiers ; and the motion of the ves-i 
sels not alloyring them a firm footing, thej 
foligbt at a disadvantage with men, who 
irom the land were able to discharge their 
missive weapons with surer aim and more 
certain effect. On board the vessels all 
was hurry and confusion. The rowers and 
combatants obstructed each other. The 
Germans plunged into the river, and, 
seizing hold of the boats, boarded sever?il, 
and sunk others to the bottom. The whole 
passed under the eye of both armies. The 
Vitellians looked on with joy, while the 
adverse party, stung with indignation, 
railed at Macer, whom they called the 
author of their disgrace. 

. XXXVI. The gladiators, in such vesr 
sels as they could save, retreated from the 
island, and by their flight pat an end to 
the engagement. Macer wm devoted to 
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destruction. The soldiers clamoured for book 
his blood. One of them darted Ms lance, w^ 
and actually wounded him ;: while the rest ^*^.^' 
rushed on sword in hand, and would have ^^* 
killed him on the spot, if the tribunes and 
centurions had not interposed to save hini: 
from their fury. In a short time after, 
Vestricius Spurinna, having, by order of 
Otho, left a moderate garmson at Pkc€a[H 
tia, came up to the main body with thd^ 
cohorts under his command. Macer was ^ 
superseded, and in his place Flavius Sa^ 
binus, coosul elect, was . appointed ; to 
th^ great joy of the common men, who 
saw with pleasure every change of their 
oIKcers. The commanders, in their turn, 
saw the unruly spirit of the army, and, 
with reluctance, accepted a service so ofteii 
disturbed by tumult and sedition. 

XX^yil* I f INP it asserted as a fact^ 
aiid.by au:th9rs of credit, that. the two ar» 
it)i«99 dfici^4iQg the iCalaniities of .waf^.^md 
at^th^ »me time.detestii^g 'the; 'two riy^l 
pliacest whose ^gitioos deeds grew every 
day moTQ aotprious, were dispQsed to lay 
down their arm$, and either to name a 
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BOOK person worthy of the succession, or to m* 
v....v^ fer that matter to' the choice of the senate. 
^'sag.^* This, we are tdd, was the consideration 
^6j^* that weighed with Othtfs geiaerale, when* 
they proposed to draw the war into lengthy 
and, in particular, that P^Ailinus acted 
with that motive. He was the* first and 
most distinguished of the codfiular orank^ 
the highest in military refputaltioQ, and his 
eonduct in Britain f^a) had-^Ven superior 
histre to his name. But though it may fafe 
reasonable to admit, that a few, in that 
juncture, had the public good at h^ftii^ 
and wished to see two vile competitors^ 
the most abandoned - of mankind, pcfist- 
poned to a virtuous prince ; it is, notwith* 
standing, highly improbable that Bstulinnsj 
a man of experience 'and consumina/tenn^ 
derstanding, should , - in an age - so torrtipt 
and profligate, amuse himself with hopes 
of finding one ispferk ^? J^j^rtuec ~ *He-khew 
the midttess of the >f knes i arid' %6Uldvh«i 
expecty thdt nhe same iifffita&Wcl .iStiU 
titude, whS^e %t|ek^nes8^4)ad^kigdl»dntt« 
flaMe of -War, wotild^ on a -s^^dten-^fft^^ 
tfie blessift^ of' peitce,-'a«d^^fl8eiit| ftt 
tfc^ repose of the wbrld, to ilieath thfe'de^ 
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Structive sWord ? Can it be imagitied, that book 
the armies then in the field, dissonant iii v,^v^ 
language, and in their manners still more ^'g^'.^'- 
discordant, could ever be brought to ^'^/ 
coalesce in one opinion? Above all, can 
it be suppoiied that the leading chiefs, a 
set of men immersed in luxury, over- 
whelmed with debts, and conscious of 
their crimes, would submit to any master 
who was-not, like themselves, plunged in 
vice, and by gratitude for his elevation 
obliged to be the patron of the most per* 
nicious citizens ? 

XXXVm. The Im^e of power and do- 
mination seems to be an instinct of the 
human heart (aj^ implanted by the hand 
of nature. Coeval with the foundation of 
Rome, it grew with the growth of the em- 
pire, and, in the hour of pride and gran* 
d^ir, broke out with resistless violence. 
Before that period, while the republic was 
in its infancy, the equality of conditions 
was easily preserved. In process of time, 
when the pride of foreign kings was hum* 
ided, and rival nations submitted to the 
Roman arms, avarice be^n to accumulate 

VOL. y. * R 
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pooK riches^ aod eonteiHions arose ^w^en thp 
vv^ p^oate and'the peopil0» Factiow tnbmief 
f^'m.^' prevailed at ooe time, and axobitaooa ccwi* 
^6^ wis -at another. In the heart of the cit)r» 
and even in the fomm, the sword oi d«i- 
cord was drawn^ and iJbose diasenflioiit 
were a prelude to the rage of civil wat* 
Caia9 Majriue, a njaa sprung fhxBt thft 
dregs of the popvdace, and Lucius Sjrlla« 
fierce and cruel beyond the rest <rf tbs 
nobility, overturned the conatitiwtipn of 
th^ country, and Q9, the nuns of publio 
liberty established a system oi tyranny and 
lawless power. Pompey came soon after, 
with passions more disguised, but no way 
better. From that timet the 8tru|^ baa 
been for supreme dominion. The k^od 
\ that filled the pkin» of Phar$alia, and- 

afterwards met at I^ilippa, though com-i 
posed of Rpmaik citizens, never oaco 
thought of laying dowQ their anus. Aad 
are w^ to believ« that the armies of Ofchd 
and VitelUuis were of a morepa/cific Hvan 
per? They had inajtiga^tions eq^iaUypowwf 
fVd I the same wraitih ol ^ go<Qb p«i»Md 
thorns the samepopwjlflii'^pbfeivsy hinlfaii 
^ A«iiM» Qf diA«Qfd:i'«)id <^ mm9 viem 
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QcaslpiBdd to- urgie Ihew on to mutual bock 
8]0ii|[bt€ff« Their war^ it is true, was ended ww 
bjf a siagle battle ; but for that apeedj ^^S.^ 
iss^e the fforld was indebted, not to- the ^^' 
virtue of thj& afmies> but to the abject 
apirit of the contending princes. But 
tbeoe flections on the spirit of a^ici^it 
and nx)^ii times have betrayed me into 
a long digression. I resume the thread 
of mj narrative. 

XXXIX. From the time whw Otha 
vithdlrew to Brixellum,. bis brother Tir 
lianua assumed all the pride and pomp of 
commander in chief, but the power and 
veal au^orttj retnadbned in the handst of 
Procultis* Ceisua, and Paulinus were no» 
more thftn mere nominal generals. No maa 
sought tb^ir advice. They were, in fact./ 
superseded; serving no purpose but that 
q£ screening the folly of others^ and bear- 
ing the blame of blunders not tbeur owBi» 
The tribunes and centurions could render 
9» e£gect«al service^ while ig^iance and 
insUffi^ncy were pwfiaired, and. real ta^ 
]m^ lay neglectedi. The eommon men 
*ppew«d with anair of a)ac]iliy>»l4il more 
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BOOK disposed to cavil with their generals, than 
to execute their orders, A sudden resolu- 
tion was taken to shift their ground, and 
encamp within four miles of Bedriacum (a). 
They conducted their march, and chose 
their station, with such want of skill, that, 
though it was then the spring of the year, 
and the country round abounded with 
rivers, the army was distressed for want of 
water. The expediency of hazarding a 
battle became again the subject of debate, 
Otho, by frequent dispatches, insisted on 
the most vigorous measures : the soldiers 
called for their emperor, and with clamour 
demanded his presence on the day of 
battle- Many were of opinion, that the 
forces beyond the Po should be called in 
to reinforce the army. History has not 
materials to decide what would have been 
the most prudent measure ; but it is cer- 
tain, that of all possible evils they chose 
the worst. 

XL. They resolved to march to the 
conflux of the Po (a) and the Addua, at 
the distance of sixteen miles. In this move* 
tnent the soldiers presented no appearance 
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of an anfay going to offer battle. • They book 
marched as if going to open a campaign, v^^ 
not to decide it. The measure was in di- s&i. ' 
rect opposition to the advice of Celsus and ^^' 
Paulinus. Those officers represented the 
danger of exposing the soldiers,' fatigued 
by their march, and bending under the 
weight of their baggage, to the attack of 
an enemy unincumbered, and fresh from 
a march of four miles only. An army in 
that condition would seize their opportu- 
nity, and begin a general assault before 
Otho's men could form the line of battle ; 
perhaps they were dispersed in femall par* 
ties, or employed at the intrenchments, 
Titiahus atid Proculus were not to be 
convinced. When overcome by argument, 
they resorted to their orders, and the will 
of the prince was a decisive answer. About 
the same time a Numidian horseman (bj^ 
posting at full speed, arrived ^with letters 
from Otho, in a style of sharp reproof 
condemning the tedious operations of the 
army, and, in a peremptory tone, com- 
manding his generals to bring on a decisive 
action. To a mind like his the interval of 
suspense was dreadful. Delay kept him 
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BOOK lo Testless anxiety, and hope atid fear dift^ 

w-^ fcracted him. 
A. u. c. 

822. I 

^jJ^' XLI. On the same day, while OieciiMk 



was employed in throwing a bridgfe <)ter 
the Po, two praetorian tribunes arrived to 
demand an interview. They were wtmit^* 
led to an audience, when a sudden alarm 
ifrom the scouts announced the enemy at 
hand: Tlie business broke off abruptly^ 
and the intention of the tribunes was left 
in the dark. What their design was^ whe* 
ther to betray their own party, to lay a 
snare for the VitelUans, or to make a fair 
and honourable proposal, cannot now be 
known. Caecina dismissed the tribunes, 
and made the best of his way to the camp; 
He found that Valens had lost no time: 
the signal for battle was already given, and 
the men were drawn out under arms^ 
While the legions were eagerly employed in 
settling by lot the order in which they were 
to take their stations in the field, the ca- 
valry advanced to charge the enemy, and, 
contrary to all expectation, were put to the 
roiit by an inferior number. The Otho* 
nians pursued ^vith vigour, and would have 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF TACITUS. 20 

forced them to fly for shelter to their in* book 
trenchments, had not the Italic legion sJ^ 
opposed the riina\^a3r8, and sword in hand \^'.^' "^ 
eompelled them to return to the charge. A^^- 
Meanwhile, the rest of the army., with- ' 
out hurry or confusion, drew up in order of 
battle, unmolested by the enemy, and, in 
fact, without being seen : as a thick cop- ^ 

pice, that stood between both parties, in- 
tercepted tlieir view. 

In Otho's army nothing Was ^etn but tu- 
mult and distraction; the chiefs without 
courage, or authority ; the men mistrust- 
ing the officers ; the ground not cleared 
of the baggage, and the followers of the 
camp mixing in the ranks. The road 
which they occupied was rendered so nar* 
irow, by a ditch on each side, that, even . 
though no enemy were at hand, a march 
over the causey would have been per- 
formed with difficulty. Their whole army 
was in confusion; some crowding about . 
their colours ; others at a loss, and running 
. to and fro to find their proper post; all in 
a confused clamour, roaring for their com- 
rades, answering to their names, and con- 
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BOOK founding one another with noise and up* 

u.-v-^ roar. Some, still shifting their ground, 

^'^2.^' advanced to the front line; others fell intq 

^'^' the rear ; none remaining in one spot, but 

shifting their ground, as fear oc courage 

happened to prompt them. , 

XLII. The Othonians had scarce re^ 
covered from their surprise, when a sud- 
den inpident diffused a general joy ; but a 
joy that tended to lull them into security, 
9Xkd relax their coutage into languor and 
stupid an)a2:ement,. A report was spread,, 
that the forces of Vitellius had abandoned 
his cause: but from what quarter it took 
its origin ; whether by design or chance/a^ ; 
from the emissaries of the Vitellians, or 
the adverse party, has never been ex- 
plained. The eflfect on the minds of the 
Othonians, was altogether extraordinary, 
Laying aside all thoughts of coming to 
action, they saluted the opposite army, 
who stood astonished, and returned a deep 
and hollow murmur. Those in Otho^s ranks, 
who did not know the cause of the civiUty 
shown by their friends, thought themselves 
betrayed. In that moment the Vitellians 
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be^ui the attack. Their anhy wa? in re^ vmk 
gular order, and their numbers werp sii- wv^ 
perior. The Othonians, still in disorder^ ^m.^* 
and fatigued by their march, received the ^^ 
first impression with undaunted firmness. 
The place where the action grew warm 
being thick with trees and interwoven 
vine-branches, the combat varied accord* 
ingto the nature of the ground. Thejff 
fought man to man; they engaged at 9 
distance; they discharged their darts and 
missive weapons; they brought forward 
separate battalions, or advanced in the 
for^a of a wedge. On the high road the en-r 
gagement was close and obstinate. Darts 
and lances were of no use. They fought 
hand to hand, foot to foot, and buckler 
against buckler. With their swords and 
axes they cut through helmets and breast^* 
plates. They knew one another ; each in- 
dividual was conspicuous to his friends 
and enemies ; his exploits were seen by all; 
and every man fought, as if the issue of 
the war depended upon his single arm. 

XLIII. Upon an open plain of con* 
siderabie extent, that lay between the Po 
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BOOK asd tbe h%h roftd^ twe le^otis met ^ 
wv^ jterceencdunter; oft the part of yitellmfe, 
**«lv^' tibe tii» and twentieth, liswned for its va^ 
^^* lour, and commonly known by the name 
of Rai^ax faj 5 on the side of Otho, the 
fint legion, entitled Adjutrix, which 
hstd never been in action^ and now panted 
for an opportunity to flesh their maiden 
awoipds. Their first attack was not to be 
tfesisted* They broke through the ranks 
of the one and twentieth, and carried off 
their eagle. Roused by this disgrace^ the 
Vitellians added rage to bravery, and bore 
down all before them. Orphidius Benig* 
. nils, who commanded Otho's legion, feU 
in the conflict. His men were driven back 
with great slaughter, and the loss of se* 
veral standards. In another part of the 
field, the thirteenth le^on was routed by 
die fifth, and the fourteettth was hemmed 
in by superior numbers. Otho's general* 
had long since fled the field, while Geecina 
and Valens continued to exert themselves, 
watching every turn of the battle, and sup^ 
porting the ranks in every quarter. Fresh 
forces came tp their assistance. The Ba- 
tavians, under Varus Alphenus, having 
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Mat to pi^es the gladnUxxDs )d.tteinp€bg i* aooK 
boats to jt^oss tiie Po, caaae into liie ^l^d^ v..p^v^ 
flushed with finocess, aijd jcliarged the '^tSi.*" 
jwaemy ia flimk. "*^ 

XLiV. The contre of Others army gai^t 
^snj^ and fled mith pnscipitation to^v^oilai 
Bddrkcuniv .A long spaoe lay' be&Mrfe 
tiiem; the road was obstructed with heaps 
ofslaiD, and tbe enemy ImDg upon dietf 
rear. In civil wars, no piisonets are re« 
served for sale : tbe daughter^ jfor that re»- 
fixm^ iras the inore dreadfui (aj^ Sueto^ 
4iim Paulinas and Lidmus Procuiiis flei 
different ways^ both resolved aot to n^tiAi 
to the camp. Vcdius Aquiia, who com^ 
manded the thirteenth legion^ by fab owk 
indiscretion exposed himself to tbe fury of 
the soldiers. He entered tlie camp, wiiiie 
it was yet broad day-light; and the very 
men, who wene the first to turn their backs 
on the enemy, were now the foremost in 
sedition* They crowded round their Bu* 
perior officer with a torrent of abusive lan^ 
guage, and ofiered violence to his person* 
They charged him with treadbery, and de- 
sertion^ in the tme spirit of vulgar mittds; 
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BOOK transferring to others their own^ guilt and 
',u^v^ infamy. Titianus and Celsus owed their 
B2S?' safety to the darkness of the night. They 
^oj?* did not venture into the camp, till the 
, sentinels were stationed at their posts, and 
the tumult was appeased by the entrea- 
ities, the advice, and authority of Annius 
Callus, who had the address to make thie 
men sensible of the folly and madness of 
adding to the havoc of the field by their 
own destructive fury. Whether the war 
was at an end, or to be once more renewed 
with vigour, he represented, in either case, 
the necessity of union among themselves. 
A.face of sorrow and dejection covered the 
camp. AH were hushed in silence; all 
but the "praetorians, who still grumbled 
discontent, asserting that they were de^ 
feated by treachery, not by the valour of 
the enemy. " The Vitellians,*' they said, 
" could not boast of a cheap victory. 
** Their cavalry was routed, and one of 
** their legions lost their eagle. Otho still 
" survived, and the troops beyond the Pq 
" wete ready to advance ; the legions from 
** Maesia were on their riiarch ; and a con- 
" siderable part of the army, detained aj; 
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"^^ Bedriacum, had po share in the actioiii book 

II. 
" These were still in reserve ; they were w^ 

^^ not conquered ; and if a1:otal overthrow ^'wi.^' 
** was to be their lot, they might fall with ^^^* 
•* glory in the field of battle/' With these 
and such-like reflections the praetorians 
kept their minds in agitation, by turns in- 
flamed with anger, or depressed with fear. 
They saw their ruined condition ; despair 
succeeded, and from despair they derived 
courage and a spirit of revenge. 

XLV. The victorious army halted at 
the distance of five miles from Bedriacum. 
The generals did not think it advisable on 
the same day to attempt the enemy's camp. 
Expecting a voluntary surrender, they 
were willing to give their men some time 
to repose. To. encamp was not in their 
power. The soldiers took the field, pre- 
pared for battle, unincumbered, and of 
course without the means of throwing up 
intrenchments. Their arms and th^ir vie- 
tory were their only fortification. • ' On the 
following day the Othonians showed a pa^ 
cific disposition ; and even those, who the 
night before breathed nothing but war and 
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" 9cmd a<i*putetwa to Uiq eneiaj. Tfc»Vi* 



^ ^ ^ tettiito leadtefs were wUliBg to bearkaa te^ 
^;^ t«ft»s of accommodatiQn. Tbfe deputies^ 
«q4 vetomng imi«^«ttely» the w^pexise^ 
oecdskHi^d an awful int^val in Qthi^fk 
catopi. Fetice was ait length ancKwiaic^d^ 
91^ the ultreaelusieDta were thrown Q|)ea« 
A tender scene ei^sued* The eonquefors 
and the conquered ennhraced each otbc*,: 
and with milled joj and sorrow iamented 
the horrors of civil war. In the same tents, 
leJatkinfi, friends, and brothers, dressed 
each sQther^s wouada* They now perceived 
that their hopes were a mere delusiont, and 
that slaAigbter* sorrow, and repentawe, were 
tbeir certain lot. Nor was there m the 
two armies a single person, who bad nol 
the death, of a friend or a relation to lament* 
The body erf Orphidiw> tlie commander of 
ftylqpoD, after diligent search^ was fomid 
among the slain » and bmrnt with the imml 
ao}^wiitiei;. A few of the eoflMQOfsi nen 
iffrfrburiqd by their ffiends^ : tJbte rest were 
left tPf welter qa ti»e booe earth. 

« XttVI. Othq^ in tiwj qkaq thne, having 
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4Aken his resolution, waited, withoatieari Boot 
w dejection of miiid^ for an account of 



the events Vague and uncertain rumours ^'^^ 
xmched hie ear. At length the fugitives; ^^ 
who escaped from the fields brought sure 
intelligeace that all was bst.^ The soldiers; 
who stood near his person, did not stay to 
hoax the sentiments c^ the emperor^ but 
broke out with impatient ardour, exhort- 
ing hira to summon up his best resolution* 
There were forces still in reserve^ and, ia 
their prince's cause, they were ready to 
brave every danger. In this declaration 
there was no flattery : they spohe froml^ 
heart In a fit of instinctive fnry they de* 
sired to be led s^ainst the enemy ; by theif 
example the droopbsg spirit of their friendst 
would be once more excited to <}eeds of 
valour. The men, who stood at a distance^ 
atretched forth their hands in token d 
their assent, while sudi as gathered rousid 
the parince fell at his feet, and dai^ped his 
Jcnees. Flotius Fiitnus distingmshed him* 
self by his iaeal. This officer commanded^ 
the pra^rito guards. He implored Ms 
tnaster not to abandon an army devoted 
to hi% ittlerest;^ not to renounce a brave and 
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BOOK generous soldiery^ who had undergone sd 
iiigpyw much, aijd were still ready to face every 
^«2t;^* danger. " The noble mind (a)^'* he said, 
^'^' " stands, a siege against adversity, while 
^^the little spirit capitulates at once. True 
** courage grapplea with misfortune, and, 
^ in the last distress, still makes head 
5* against every difficulty. The mean and 
^* abject sink down in despair, and yield 
*• without a struggle.'' The soldiers fixed 
their eyes on the prince, and with every 
^ symptom in his countenance their passions 

Taried. If he assented, they thundered 
forth their . applause ; if he seemed in- 
flexible, a groan expressed the anguish of 
their hearts. Nor was the spirit confined 
to the praetorians, who were properly the 
soldiers of Otho ; it extended to the de- 
tachment sent forward by the Ms&sian 
l^ions. Those men with one voice de* 
idared for Otho; they assured him, that 
the! same zeal pervaded their comrades, 
who were coming forward by rapid marches, 
and even then had entered Aquileia; 
Heiiee it is evident, that great resources 
still remained, and that a fierce and ob- 
stinate war, uncertain in the event, and 
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big with danger to all parties, might have book; 

been renewtdy and carried on with vigour* ^-^Sr^, 

A. u,C. 

XLVII. Otho had weighed all cirqum-^ ^ej^' 
stances: ambition was at an end, and he 
prepared to close the scene (a). He ad-* 
dressed the soldiers to the following effect •^ 
" When I beihold the ardour that glows in* 
" every breast ; when I consider the virtue 
*^ that inspires so many gallant friends^ I 

V cannot think of exposing you again to 
^ the destructive, sword ; nor do I value 
^Vmy life at such a price. The yiew.^ 
" which you display to me, were I dis^ 
" posed to live, are bright and tempting:* 
" by renouncing them, I fall, with greater 

V glory.. I have made acquaintance with 
" fortune; we have tried each other, foi> 
*^ what length of time is not material ; but 
** the felicity, which does not promise to 
*^ last, cannot be enjoyed with modera- 
^t tion. Vitellius began the war; he 
*f .claimed the enipire, and, by conse-* 
" quence,, I was obliged to have recourse 
*' to arms. That we fought once, his am- 
" bition was the cause; to end the dis-% 
^\ pute by the event of one battle, and stop 
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BOOK ** the effusion ^f Roman Wood, shall be 
^ my glory. By this conduct let posterity 
" judge of Otho. I restore to Vitellius 
^ his brother, his wife and children. I 
^ want no revenge, I seek no lenitives to 
•* sooth calamity. Others have held the 

* sovereign power longer than I have 
** done ; with equal calmness no man has 
^* resigr^ it. Can I give to the edge of 
*• theswbrd so many gallant soldiers? Oan 
*^r «ee the armies of Ron^ devoted to 
^ mutual slaughter, and for ever cut off 
•* from their country? It is enough for me, 
^ that in my cause yx>u are ready to shed 

* your Wood. Let that generous zeal 
** attend me to my grave. I thank you 
^ for it: but you must still survive to serve 
^ the commonwealth. For this great end, 
^ let us agree to remove aH obstacles; I 
^ will be no bar to your preservation; nor 

will you attempt to frustrate my reso- 
luliion. When death approaches, to lin- 
ger in vain discourse is the sign of 
a little spirit. Tlie tetaper, with which 
I meet my fate, will be seen and known 
by this circumstance : I complain of no 
man. He who, in his last moments, can 
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** !odk back to arraigb either gods dt men, boo* 
** still clitigs to life, and quits it with t^- 



A.l>. 

• eg. 
XLVin. tiA VI N G thus declared his sen- 
timefits, he talked apart with his friends, \ 
^iddressing each of them in gracious terms, 
according to his rank, hi4 age, or dignity, 
And advising all to depart without loss of 
iimtj and make their terms with -the con- 
queror. He entreated the old men, and 
with the jtmng exerted his authority. 
Calm and undisturbed, serenity in his 
C(niiitend,nce, and firmness in his voice, he 
saw hrs fnends weep, and endeavoured to 
repress their tears. He ordered boats or ' 
carriages for those who were willing to 
depart. He selected all such papers and 
fetters as happened to contain expressions 
<)ir duty towards himself, or ill will to Vi- 
tdliui?, and committed them to the flafnes. 
He distributed money in presents, but not 
with the profusion of a ifian quitting the 
world. Observing that his brother's- son, 
Salvius Cocceianus, a youth in the flower 
of his age, was dissolved in tears, he en- 
deavoured to tesuage hii? sorrows. He 
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BOOK commended the goodness of his heart, 

v-.^ but his fears, he said, wete out of season. 

^822.^' ** Could it be supposed that Vitellius, find*- 

^g^P' *^ ing his own family safe, would refuse, 

" with brutal inhumanity, to return the 

" generosity shown to himself? My death 

** will leave him without a rival, and that 

very act will be a demand upon his cle*- 

mency ; especially,' since it is not an act 

of despair, but a voluntary resignation, 

** made at a time when a brave and gen&- 

** rous army calls aloud for another battle. 

" For the good of the commonwealth I ara 

" a willing victim. For myself I have 

" gained ample renown, and I leave to my 

" family an illustrious name. After the 

" Julian race (aj^ the Claudian, and the 

** Servian, I am the first who transferred 

" the sovereignty to a new family. It be^ 

" comes you, young man, to act with 

" courage; you must. dare to live. Re«- 

** member that Otho was your uncle, but 

" remember it with modesty, and without 

" resentment/' 

XLIX. After this, he desired his 
friends to withdraw. Being left alone, he 
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composed himself to rest, and, in a short Booii 
time, began to prepare for the last act of c-w 
his life. In that moment he was inter- ^'sYs.^' 
rupted by a sudden uproar. The soldiers, ^^' 
he was told, threatened destruction to all ' 
who offered to depart, and in particular to 
Verginius faj^ whom they kept besieged in 
his house. Otho Vent forth to appease 
the tumult. Having reproved the authors 
of the disturbance,, he returned to hig 
apartment, and received the visits of all 
that came to bid the last farewell : he con- 
Versed with them freely and cheerfully, 
and saw them depart without let or moles- 
tation. Towards the close of day, he called 
for a draught of cold water, and, having 
quenched his thirst, ordered two poniards 
to be brought to him. He tried the points 
of both, and laid one under his pillow. 
Being informed that his friends were safe 
on their way, he passed the night in quiet; 
"We are assured, that he even slept. At 
the dawn of day, he applied the weapon 
to his breast, and fell up6n the point. His 
dying groans alarmed his freedmen and 
slaves. They rushed into the chamber, and 
with them Plotius Firmus, thfe praetorian* 
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i^QO% l^refect * Tbej found tkat with one woun(i 
vJ^ be bad dispatched himself. His .body 
^^P' was burnt without delay. This had b^cn 
^^' his earnest request, lest bis head (b) shoijild 
fall into the bands of his enemies, and b^ 
mad9 a public spectacle* Hq was bpnw 
on the shoulders of the praetorian soldiers 
to the funeral pile. The mep, during th$ 
procession, paid all marks of respect to 
hill remains. They printed^ kisses on his 
bands, and on the mortal wound, and, in 
ar flood of tears, poured fprth their warmest 
^ praise. At the funeral pile some of th9 
soldiers put an end to their Uves; not from 
any consciousness of guilt, nor yet im-'' 
pelled by fear; but to emulate the e^^ 
ample of their prince, and to show theiiv> 
selves faithful to the last. At Bedriacumj 
Plaeentia, and other camps, numbers fcilm 
lowed the example. A sepulchre fc) way 
raised to the memory of Otho^ but of wok 
ordinary structure, protected by its meaor 
i^ss, and therefore likely t& last. 

Jj. Such was the end of Otho, in the 
l^rty^seventJi year of hiso^ge. He wa^; 
Vom in tihe mi^icipal city of F^ptuoif 
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His father was of co0siilar rank ; his grand- book « 
father had discharged the office of pi'setor. v.-<-w 
By the maternal line his descent was. re* sW. * 
gpectab]^, though bot illustrious* The ^^* 
features of his character, as well^ in \m 
earliest Aa,ys (aj as in the progress of im 
youth, have been already delineated. By 
two actions of his life he stands distin- 
guished ; one, atrocious and detestable; 
the other* great and ti^agnanimous : the 
former has consigned his name to eternal 
ipfamy, and the last will do honour to hi« 
memory. History cannot descend- to th^ 
frivolous task of collecting vague reports^ 
in order to amuse the reader with a labu» 
]ous detail ; but there are traditions, which 
have been handed down with an air of 
authenticity, and these I shall not take 
upon me to suppress or to refute. Oft thd 
day when the battle wasr fou^t at Bedria** 
Cttin, a bird of unusual appearance wast 
observed to perch in a grove near RegifuiDi 
Lepidusi ^frj, and, notwithstanding thtf 
great codcourse of peof^, and a numerous 
flight of other birds, never to move from 
its place tiil Otho put an end to his life« 
Th»t event no sooner happened^ than it 
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BOOK -waved its wings, and vanished out of sight. 
The people of the village aver the fact; 
arid according to curious observers, who 
made an exact computation of the time, 
this^ extraordinary phenomenon tallied 
exactly with the beginning of the battle 
and the prince's death (c). 

* LI. The grief of the soldiers, at the fu* 
neral ceremony, drove them, in a fit of 
distraction, to another mutiny. No offi- 
cer assumed the command ; no one inter- 
fered to allay the femient. The men de- 
manded a sight of Verginius ; one moment 
calling upon him to accept the sovereignty, 
and the next, with mingled prayers^ and 
menaces, pressing him to undertake an 
embassy on* their behalf toValens and 
CdddineL. , Verginius, seeing them deter- 
riiined to enter his house by fortee, made 
his escape at the back door. The cohorts 
that lay encamped at Brixellum, deputed 
Rubrius Gallus with terms of submission. 
That officer obtained their pardon. At 
the same time Flavins Sabinus made terms 
for himself, and, with the troops under 
his command, submitted to the conqueror. 
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"" LII. Though the war was now at an book 
end, a great part of the senate, who ac- v— y^ 
companied Otho from Rome, and by him- ^^g. 
were Irft at Mutina, found themselves in- ^^' 
volved in thie utmost danger. They re- 
ceived an account of the defeat at Bedria- 
cum, but the soldiers treated it as a false 
alarm. Suspecting the integrity of the 
fathers, and fiilly persuaded that they 
were, in secret, enemies to Otho and his 
cause, they watched their motions, listened 
to their words, and, with their usual ma- 
lignity, gave to every thing that passed 
the worst construction. They proceeded 
to reproach and every kind of insult, 
hoping to find a pretence for an insurrec- 
tion and a general massacre. The seoators 
saw another cloud gathering over their, 
heads : they knew that the Vitellian party, 
triumphed ; and, if they were tardy with 
their congratulations, the delay might be 
thought a spirit of disaffection. In this 
dilemma they called a meeting of the whole 
order. No man dared to act alone. In 
the conduct of all, each individual hoped 
to filld his own personal safety.' At the 
same time an ill-judged compliment from 
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BOOK 1^ people of Mutmaiiicrea^ed the apffre- 

kJ^ hensious of the senators. The magistrates 

^'^.^' ^^ ^^^ ^^^y made a tender of arms and 

%^ mbnej for the public service, and, in the 

style of their address, gave to a small 

party of senators the appellation of cock 

script fathers ; a title always applied to 

the collective body,. 

LIII« Ik the debate that followed in a 
thin meeting of the fathers, a violent dis^ 
pufce broke out between Licinius Caecina 
and Eprius Marcellus; the former, with 
warmth and vehemence, charging it as a 
crime against Marcellus, that he spoke in 
ambiguous terms and with studied ob<^ 
scurity. The case was by no mean» 8m-» 
gular; all were equally dark and myste« 
nous : but the name of MarceUua, whd 
had conducted so many prosecutions faj^ 
w^s universally detested; and Cseeina, a 
new man lately admitted into the senate, 
tfaou^t to rise by encountexing powerful 
enmities. The dispute was ended by the 
interposition of wiser men. The senate 
adjourned to Bononia, intending th^e to 
aieeft agaiai^ when they hoped to have 
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iQore certain intelUgencew They Bt£iti6ned book 
ipessengerB cm aU the public roads to iht w * 



tcrrog»t^ every man that passed* One of ^^^' 
OtWa freedwen Qwne in their vay. Be-* ^^ 
iog a^ed why he had left hi& mast^, he 
madQ aa^wer, " I have <?ith me the dii 
" rectioos aud last will of the prince, who 
^' is still alive, but he renounces all tho 
" joys of life : bis thou^ts ure fixed upon 
" posterity, and he has now no other 
^^ care/' This account made an impress 
sioii on every niind : all stood astonished^ ' 
and soon after, without aslung any farther 
questions, we»t over to ViteUiu». - - 

Liy. Lucii^s ViTJCiitms, brother of 
the new eraperor, attended the meeting of 
the senate. The fathers began to address 
him m a flattering strain, and he was wiiL 
ing to receive their incense. His joy was 
soon interrupted. One Caenus, a Ireed- 
man of Nero's, by a bold and impudfent 
falsehood, threw the assembly into conster^ 
nation. He a&rmed it as a feet, that tha 
fourteenth legicoi, with the forces from 
Bri^elluiB, a^ttacked the victoiioixs party^ 
&nd ^ised a complete victory.. The m<i# 
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Boo^ live of this man for framing a story s6 
wv^ false and groundless^ was becaase he saw 
"^^•^^ Otho^s orders for road-horses (aj and car- 
^6^ riages no longer in force, and he wished to 
revive their former authority. By this 
stratagem he gained a quick conveyance 
to Rome, and in a few days was put to 
death by order of Vitellius. In the mean 
tipie, the Othonian soldiers gave credit to 
the fiction, and even believed that the fa- 
thers, who had departed from Mutina to 
deliberate at Bononia, were gone over to 
the enemy. From this time the lienate 
was convened no more. Everyman acted 
with his own private views, till letteris 
arrived from Fabius Valens, and put an 
end to all their fears. Besides this, the 
death of Otho was universally known. The 
velocity of fame was equal to the ^lory of 
that ho'oic action. 

: LV. Meanwhile, at Rome a general 
calm prevailed. The games sacred to 
Ceres (a) were celebrated according to 
annual custom. In the midst of the 
public spectacle, intelligence arrived that 
Otho was no more» and that all thc^mili- 
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tary then in the city had,: at the requisi* book 
tion of Flavins Sabimis,, st^rora fidelity to w-v^ 
Vitellius : the p^ple heard the ob^ws with ^822.-' 
transport, and the theatre shook with ^^' 
applause. The audience,, crowned with 
laurel wreaths, and strewing, the way with 
flowers, went forth in procession, and, wit^ 
the images of Galba displayed in a trium- 
phant manner, visited the several temples^ 
^nd afterwards with their chaplets raised 
a fancied tomb to his memory, on the 
spot, near the lake of Gurtius, where thaJt 
emperor breathed his last The various 
vjionours which flattery at different times 
had lavished on former ptinces, were do- 
creed by the senate to the new sovereign. 
They passed a vote of thanks to the Ger- 
man armies, and dispatched special mesr 
sengers^to congratulate Vitellius on his 
accession to the imperial dignity. A let- 
ter from Fabius Valens to the consuls wa^ 
read in the senate ; and though there was 
nothing of arrogance in the style, the re^ 
spectful modesty of Capcina, who remain- 
ed silent, gave greater satisfaction. 

LVI. Peacjb was now established 
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Book throughout Italy; but it was a peacft 
>:s-v^ inore destructtf e ' than the calamitiesi t)f 
^m.^'^^^ar. TheVit^llian soldiers, quartered in 
%P' the colonies and municipal cities, were 
strll bent on spoil and rapine. They eoni* 
mitted the most horrible outrages, dc* 
flouring the women, and trampling on all 
laws human and divine. Where they re- 
frained iVom injury, they received a brib* 
for thehr forbearance. Nothing sacred Of 
profane was spared. Innocent men were 
marked out as soldiers of Otho's party, 
and, under that pretence, murdered by 
their private enemies. The soldiers who 
1)ei5t knew the country, fixed upon the 
opulent farmers as their devoted prey. 
IfV^here the lands were rich, they laid waste 
and plundered without control. All who 
resisted were put to the sword. The ge- 
neral officers had no power to check the 
mischief. What they had done them- 
selves, they could not oppose in others. 
tJaecina had not the avarice of his col-; 
league ; popularity was his passion. Va- 
Jlens, on the contrary, had made himself 
infamous by his rapacity, and was there- 
fore obliged to connive, when he saw his 
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own vices practised i>y others* ' Italy was sock 
ibtig since exhausted, and, in that impo^ v^-w 
vembed stite^ obliged to maintain nume- \2s.^ 
reus armies, ^nd to bear the superadded ^^ 
iigrietaaoes oif riot, insult, and devastation* 

LVII. ViTBLLtus, in the mean time, 
advanced towards Italy with the remain- 
der of the German armies, ignorant of his 
victory, and still conceiving that he was 
to meet the whole weight of the war. *A 
few of the veteran soldiers were left be-* 
hind in winter quarters ; and to recruit 
the legions, which retained little mcae 
than their name^ hasty levies were made ib 
Gaiil. On the frontiers bordering on tber 
Etnne the oommaiid was given to Hordeo- 
nins Flftccus. To bis own army Vitellius^ ^ 
added eight thousand men from Britain. 
Having marched a few days, he receive^ 
intelligence 6£ the victory at Bedriacumy 
and the conclusion of the war by the 
death of Otbo* He called an assembly oC 
the soldiers, and, in a public harangiie, 
extolled the valour of the troops that con- 
qnered in his service. He had with him 
a freedman of the name of Asiaticus (aj^ 
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BOOK The atm:^' wished to see him. raised to. the 
dignity of a Eoman knight Vitellins 
knew that the request was a flight of aijit- 
lation, and had the spirit to reject it;: ^but 
such was his natuial levity,, that .what: he 
refused in pubHc, he granted in private 
over his bottle. And thus a despicable 
slave, who was goaded on by simbitiQUt; 
and had nothing to recommetid him but 
his. vices, was honoured with the equesr 
triaa ring. . \ ? 

LVIII. Abo:ut the same time Vitejliusi 
received, advices that/ the two Mauri- 
tanias faj had acceded to bis party. T]^ 
event was occasioned by the murder; of 
Luceius Albinus, the governor of that 
^country; The provilice whiqh was cabled 
Csesairiensis had beeh by Nero commitfed 
to Albinus; and ' the ' other, called Tingi- 
tana, was afterwards added by Galba^ 
In consequence of his extensive com- 
ifiand, the governor was master of a, con- 
siderable force ; not less than iiineteeii 
cohorts, five squadrons of horse,, and a 
numerous body of Moors, accustonjed to. 
live by depredation, and by their hardy. 
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€diitse of life pi'eparedcfor ttie fatigues of «ook 
^*ttr. ■• Albi^iuSj oh the death bf G&lba,-de- u-v^ 
dafed in 'favour of. Otho, arid, nbt content ^g^*^ 
with hi* pow^t in- 'Africa, began to forni '^q^' 
an ^i*etpti*e? iagahist - Spain ,> x^bich tvas 
^patiated by a nartow channel (h). G\h^ 
Vius Rufus presided * in Spain. ' Afermed 
at the prtyects of the 'c'Qiiiittande^^^ iri 
Africa, he ordered * the ' tenth legion • ko 
raardh to thfe -dea-tbast, vrith a desigi>, as 
he gate ()ut,'to cross the sea'; In the mean 
time he -dispatched a - few bhosen centu- 
rions to tamper with the Moors, and draw 
them over to the interest of Vitellius. This 
was not a difficult task. The fafhe of the 
German armies resounded through all the 
provinces. A report pi*evailed, at the same 
time, that Albinus, disdaining the title of 
procurator, had usurped the regal dia-^ 
dem, and the name of Juba. • • 

\-. . . . ■ . . • ' 

■lilX! The curr^tits of 'popular opi- 
nion were by these dtcumstaiices •^entirely 
changed iri Africa.- ' Asinius PolKo, who 
commanded ^ squadron of horse in that 
country, and professed hhnself devoted 
to Albinus, was inibiediately mitrde^edi 

VOL. V. T 
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B0(^ Festut niid Scipio, 0^ ^ IffefiK^i fif 4 
s«^ cohort, shared |he f^pie iiM^. idlbHiW 
^ Mi.^' )iin>^lf< A^ ^ i*ho^ ^jug^ fipQm t}i0 {yrpY 
^- vincp of 'Hngitana to thftt^ C«»fme9)^«i 
was put to d^th a* 4000 im.he land^^ 
His wife, ^ttfimptiiig W pppos^ ^ jWatr 
iins, perishf»d wi^ h^ ij^ucfh^ad^ Thp9$ 
ttBLimfifi&oii passed wijkhout the potie^ oC 
VitelUusr Nothiifg attraHened \va <Qfi40r 
$ity. Evee in iiiatt^i:^ of the high^t iiiit 
pQrtanc^, the «rtteatioa of a qioinfA^ fM 
all that could he e«pect6d , ^91 a mM^ 
who hftd ndt2>et taj^nt? nor ^ppUpatioxi t& 
hnaine^^. He ordered bis arnaj tQ pursuit 
their mairch into Italy, while he himf^ 
iailed down the Arer T*^ i toot M^h ^ 
pomp'aod grandeur of a pnace, hml ^tiJI 
exposing to public view the di»tefcps ft»d 
i)oyertjr ('ft^) of his fonner cdn<^itipn. A| 
\ length Junius Bl^sus, ^t that time go^ 

vernor of the Lyonese Gaul, a man of 
a large and liberal mind, by his hiilh il- 
}ustri(K»s, and of a,#pint equal to' his ^9A\ 
i)Ossessions, supplied Vitellius ifith a train 
Suited to the in^peiial dignity, and nU 
_ tended in person to do honour to tha 
new emperor. YitelHus Siaw this display 
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tit magnificence with dn evil eye, \mX 900K 
iioder ^)edou$ and ev^n servile cfltrc»se« wvw 
took care to hide hi$ jealaujjy. At Jiyon» ^Si!^ 
the general oiBcere of both pftrtiea;, «»tf«U ^^ 
I9ie vaiitjubhied as the yictorious»<pt|eiKk4 
to do boixiage to the prince. VitisUins in 
n public speech pronounced the pluiegy* 
tic of Vajlais and Ctecina, whoQ» he placed' 
0n each incLe: of his curule chair. ,He tb^ 
wdered out the whoift am^y to receive hit 
idn, Uken an infant of tender years. Tho 
9Qldi«rs ob^eyed. . Thft father took the child 
in' hii^ an]^s».and).ha^^ adoitned him witii 
a purple robe, a«tidi rather marl^s of piiincely 
grandeur, 4^ttteii..him, by the title of Gsr-* 
ICANic.iis ; in th^s. m^ner bestowing ex^ 
travagaiat' Ipf^nouj^, even, in the tide of pro? 
tperiity ill Judged and out of season ; but* 
perhaps, in the revisrse <^ fortune that 
happened afiberwards, scntie source of con* 
iohiHon. . 

XiX. Thb ce^fituripns who had signal- 
ised themselves in OjLbo's service, were bj 
order of Vitellius ; put to death. By this 
•ct of cruelty he lost the affections of the 
.^ces from Ulyticum. The rest of the 

T 2 
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BOOK legions caught the infectidtt, and,^bfeing 
\J!^ already on bad terms with the Gennail 
^822.^* soldiery, began to meditate a tevdtr Suei 
%?* tonius Paulinus and Licinios Prociriui 
were kept for some time in a wttetcheid 
state of suspense. Being at lemgth ad^ 
mitted to an audienccy they ijiade a d&^ 
fence,; which nothing but the necessity of 
the times could excuse.' They chatged 
themselves with treachery to Otho, and tb 
their own sinister designs' ascribed th6 
inarch of the army on the day of^battle^ 
the fatigue of the trodpfe, atfd^1;h0 cdnfa- 
ision in. the ranks, ocOasioAed'by liot Re- 
moving the baggage, with inany dther in» 
cidents, from which j though accideiitaH 
they derived to themsdves the merit of 
fraud and perfidy. Vitellius gave theni 
credit for their guilt, and'p£irdoned/though 
they had been in arms against himself^ 
their attachment to his enemy. Salvius 
Titianus was exempt from danger. Natu- 
ral affection made him join his brotlier, 
and his despicable character sheltered him 
from resentment. ^ Marias Cefeiis, cdnsul 
elect, was suffered to succeed to hirf 
honours, though Caecilius Simplex, as was 
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g^eraUy bdieved, endeavoured bj bribery book 
to.supplant him- His ambition aimed at \J^i^ 
tibe consulship, and would fain have risen ^'^^^ 
on the ruins of an Othonian officer. The ^^P* 
attempt was afterwards objected to him^ 
in open senate. The emperor, however, 
withstood his solicitations, but, in time, 
raised him (a) to that high office, without 
the guih of bribery or murder. Trachalu9 
was attacked by his enemies, but owed his 
safety to the protection of Galeria, the 
wife, of Vitellius. 

LXI. AatiDST the dangers that invoU 
ved the first m^n of the age, it may be 
thought beneath the dignity of history to 
relate the wild adventure of one Mariccus, 
a Boian by birth, and sprung from the 
dr^of.the people. This man, however 
mean his condition, had the presvunption 
tomix^his nam^ with men who fought for 
the empire of the world. In a fit of en- 
thusiasm, pretending to have preterna- 
tiiial .lights, he called himself the tutelar 
deity of Gaul, and, in the character of a 
god, dared to defy the Roman arms. He 
plftye4 the impostor so well, that he was 
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jfboK ^te t0 tfiimtet eight tlioiisfttid mm. M 
the h€iaxl of that deluded multitude^ he. 
ttiside an attempt <m the adjaeent village* 
df the JBduanK- The people of that na^ 
tkin were not to be deluded. They armeil 
the floWOT of their youth, and, mth a reii^ 
fopeement ffom the Roman cohorts, a(P 
lacked the fanatics, and put fhe'wliolii 
body to" the rout. Mariceu^ was takeii 
prisoner , and soon after gtreti to the vfM 
beastii^ fa/, l^epofmlafce, astonished td 
see that he was not immediately torn to 
pieces, believed him to be sacred and in* 
yiohklie. ViteMki4i ordered hki to be ex* 
«€i)tedF undeir hi$^ own eyjb^ And that «a^ 
faistrophe eured tfce people of thek bi^ 

LXn. Faoitf ^s thne tbe parttfsaiis^ <tf 
Otho were no loifger persecuted^ Their 
persons and thei? efl^ts remained jnvio^ 
kible. The last wpI^ of such as: f^ll ia 
that nnfortnnate cause were aUowed to^ be 
v^lid, and, where no will was made^ the 
law m eases of intestacy took its courses 
In^ faet, it wasr the Iticsuiy of T^Hiiis tfkait 
oppressed mankind; firom Ifis^avtaride tin^Nf 
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m» AAtUIri^ to ftAx. His gluttptij (a) booie 
bf*^ ba bdunds. To administer to his ' 



«({>{ietite^ Rome and ItAlj were ransacked \S.^' 
f^ rafities. Th€l tos^ froiii both the seas %^ 
rting with a din 6f carHaiges, loaded with 
Whatdvei^ w$s el<|aisile to the palate. To 

^ eKt^rtaiin him ovk Ms niarch, the principal 
men of every city were obliged to lavish 
all their wealth, and the pountry was ex- 
bUflsled. Th^ tt)kiiers, degenerating intq 
at band of epicntifes, lost all regard ibr mi- 
litary duty. They despised their prince, 
^6t followed kis example. Vitellius, by 
8fi edfKt sent forward to Rome, signified 
hte pletfsure to postpone for the present 

^ thci title 6f Augustus; and ibr that of 
Giaisar, hfe dedined it altogether. The . 
pretogative of the prince was sufficient 
for bis anibiticHi. He ordered the mathe- 
liiatiKiiaiifS tb be banished out of Italy, 
afid, nikJer heavy penalties, 4 restrained the 
R6man knights from disgracing themselves 
by fighting pn!2es like common gladiators, 
atid by exhibiting their persons on the . 
pjablic stage; That infamous practice was 
introduced by forn»er princes, who did not 
seitipl^ to allure men to the theatre by 

/ 
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BpoK do(l^ti<wfi of mjq^Qey^.aiKl, 5vbwt;Jlwib«fS5r' 

v^->>^ fftilted, to drivie' them to.it by force ,aiKl • 
"^'sggP' violence. The contagion reached; the 
^^?' municipal toyns and colonies,, v^her^ jit^ 
heOaiije the general practice to Jie io, w^t 
for the young ^nd profligate^ in order,!, 1?;5F 
the temptatiqn of mpniey, tp irtyit0 theaa*' 
to disgrace and infamy, : , ^ ; 

LXIII. The character of Vit36lliws,50€«: 
after the arrival of his brother (a'Jaji^: 
other courtiers from B^ome, came fbrthin^ 
the blackest colours. That, perrii<iojMi- 
crew began to teach their mais^ims of der 
^potii^m, and the prince displayed hijs cruel-*' 
ty and his arrogance. Jle g?ive ordefrs fpt 
tihe execution pf Dtolabella, who^ as al- 
ready stated, on the firsit breaking : out of- 
the way, was banished by.Otho to the co- 
lony of Aquine. Being there infortoed 
pf that emperpr^ death, he ventured to re- 
turn to Rome. That sitep was objected tor 
him as a crime by hiis intimate friend*' 
Plancius Varus, a man of praetorian rank. 
He preferred his accusation, in form, ber- 
fpre Flavins Sabinus, the prefect, of the 
pity. Tiie specific enlarges werp, that Jhr^ 
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IfibeUa broke frcm. his! pltee 6i confine^ book 
ment^ to' ofier hiiadself as a leader to the 



Tanqubhed partyy and, with that view, ^'sYs?.^*^ 
had endeavoured to seduce to his interest ^^* 
the cohort stationed at Ostia. In the^ 
eoorse of the trial, Dolabella heard this 
whole of the evidence with undaunted^ 
firmness, never showing the, smallest sym-*' 
ptom of anxiety : but sentence of: con« 
demnatidn was pronounced,, and he then 
ibutid it too late to sue for mercy. The' 
business,' however, seemed to Flavius. Sa-^r 
binus of such importar^, that he began ■ 
io hesitate, till Triaria, the wife of Luciua: 
Vitellius, a woman fierce and cruel beyond) 
her seiXy advised him not to seek the fame 6t 
clemency by sacrificing the interest of thai 
prince. Sabinus did not . want humanity ; 
bet, when danger threatened himself, his, 
jesolution failed. With a sudden change^ 
e£ ^mind he began to temporise, ataud, in> 
ofder to: secure his own personal safety^ 
lent his aid to precipitate the fail of isl 
Bian, whom he did not dare to protect. 

'■ LXIV. Bx this business . Vitdlius was 
^hoBdil jfor iim£;elf, and he had motives 
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B0OE c^juMjeteritehat^ Pctecmiat htt &itea^ 
ii,#PvX^ wife (a)^ irm no^seoiier dxrorcedy thtui Bo^* 
^'£;^* lobelia married her. Heace that imhappy 
^^* mmi was an objedt of ttie emperor's fiied - 
nitntmenL By letters dispatched t^ 
Botne» be ^nVited him to his presence^ ad* 
vmng him^ at tbe same time, to shim tike 
, Fbmiiitatl rcad^ and: come more privatelj 
bjr the waj of Interaimi&um. ; At tkafe 
pkute, he ordered him to be put to dea1&. 
The assassin thought he should lose too, 
much time. Inipatiextt to do hs^ work, he 
attacked Dolabella at aB ian on tile road^ 
smtki having stretdied bim on the ground,^ 
d»t his throat. Suck was the beginming 
df tbe ne^ teign^ a prelcide to s€en» of 
U6bd that ^ere sTtill to follow. The fu4 
cioiis spirit of Tridna, ^ha tooAc so active 
apart inr this ^asSbat^ wiasr the more detested^ 
as it stood in Gomkrast to thit ninldf chahradvr 
<rti Galeria, the emperbrfs wife, and also i» 
that of SiKt?tiKa /&>>, i»s« motiier ; a wamam 
of t'kfiiiie and beneroieaee, fotfmied oh ^t^ 
model of ttncient ipantaers. On reic^ipt el 
the first letters from the emperor, wherein 
he a»ai«ed tfai$ title of Gem^nieair, she 
»salRft to have deckpfti^ tiiiLt siketiiMbiio 
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0m of <Mt naiAe^ but wad the itidtlietr socne 
4wf ViteUittff /^fey. She persevered witfi the ^'* 



nine equal temper, nevef ekted by the ^'sSl.^ 
s^lendcmr aif her family, nor deceivifed by^ ^'^f 
the voice of flattery. In the prosperity 
of her «ons she took no part ; in their dis* 
^t»&;^ sdke grieved for their misfortunes. 

• * 
I/XV. ViTEtLitrs set out ifirom hyoi^^^ 
but had not proceeded far; when he was 
met by Ma;rciis Chivius Rufu^s who eame 
frotti bis^ government in Spain to eongicu 
tulate tbe emperor on his accession. That 
dftkier appeared with joy in bis counter 
nancse^ and anxiety in his heart. Btf 
knew that an adeusation had been prcM 
pAted against him by Hilarius, one of thtii 
emperctf's^ freedhien, importing that^ du« 
ring the Wsfr between Otbo and Vit^slHusfj 
Rufus intended to set up for himself, aii4 
convert both the Spains into an independ- 
ent state; and tliat, with this view, he 
kad ii^ued various edicts, without insert* 
ing the name of any prince wbatev^, and 
^so made public^ harangues, to blackea - 
^character of Vitellius, and recoatmefid 
bimself to^ popular hivom. The iotorest 
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jgopK ef Ruftts ^as toa powerful. He tmimphed: 
aver. ills. adv:er8»tyy and the freedmatt waa^ 
eondemned to punishoient. Rufus, fma: 
that time» ranked among the emperorV 
intimate friends^. He <?ontiAued mfavouc 
at.court» and^ at the same time^ retaiaed) 
his government: of Spain; during his abn 
sence carrying on the administration of 
the province by his deputies, according to 
the pceicedent left by Lucius Arruntius faj^ 
ygh^MU Tibeiius, frpm sus^picioo and the jqat 
lausy of his nature, never suffered to de-t. 
part from Rcnne. Trebellius Maximus {b), 
bad not the good fortune to meet with. 
Dqual .fevojar. .He had been the govemor 
of Britain, bqt by a mutiny ampng the 
9p}diers was obliged to escape out of the, 
island* Vectius £0lanus (c)^ then a foU 
lower of the court,, succeeded to the com-^ 
nand. 

••- ' . * 

LXVL ViTELLius heard, with deep 
anxiety, . that tl]||MNKnquished legions still 
retained a fierce Mid unconquered spirit, 
Pisperaed through Italy, and in every, 
quarts. intermi?ced with the victories 
troops,, they taIfc«J in a style of .disaffec^ 
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tion, breathing vengeanfce and tte\^ c^lii^ feooK 
liiotions; The fourteenth legion «ook th6 s-y^ 
leatf^ denyihg, withYerocitj, that they #ere ^'^^ 
fever coii<j[ufered. ' It was true, they siaid; ^^^ 
th^t'at fiedriacum a^ve'tilWy detachnftfit 
from their body was defeAtedi biit thtilei 
giob' hdd no share^ ih the ' actibil. To re?- 
mdVfi'snch turbulent ^spirits/it was jiid^ct 
Jit-dlfyfetf to' otder'theitt baok' into -Britain, 
Whei%^- they had b^eh - Is tfettioried * till re-^ 
€^Hed iSy^Nero/ 'Tlie^ BataYikn cohort* 
\vtere ordei'^ to tnareh kt the saiAe tihie^ 
&H(i', a^an^ld»anirtaosityiubs?sted"betW*eil 
thyirfan<i tfe'e soldifert df the^ fottrteentH Ife^ 
^otti^^aterS^SMere gi^'^ttHhat -llhe^y sbOuld^aH 
bfc "q'&ietly'quarteted together. Bfetw^ti 
men itufl^dihed Mrith mutukMlatred a <juttr- 
M soon ^bi^oke out. It happened, at* the \ 
/ capital of the Tuririiahs (a);- that a Bata-^ 
vian soldier liad words • with a tradesma?); 
whom he charged with fraud and im- 
j)ositi6n. A' man belonging to the legion 
litok the ^part of his landlord. A* dispute 
ensued ; thfeii' comrades joine<4 them ; from 
abu^ifv€ language they proceeded to blows; 
aftd/if'twb prtetorian cohorts had-not 
dve^awdd- the Bataviang, a bloody conflict 
iiiUfetr ' have - b6en the €orise4ujehce- Vifel-i 
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BOOK libs/ satisfied with the fidelity of the &it{l« 
^Jl^ vians, incorporated them with his army, 
^^^' Ilie legioii had orders to proce^ over tho 
^fi?' Graiap Alps (iX »nd by no mieans to 
approach the city of ViennCi wh«-e the 
ii)hab|t£int9 were iHi$pecte4 of .difiaffection< 
The legion marqhed in the nights and 1^ 
their fires burning. The consequence w^^ 
a conflagration, Ixy whidi a great part of 
th? Turinian city vrd^ destroyed;. The los9 
unstained by th^ inhabitants, like many 
pther eakmities of war, was soon oUite? 
fated by the ruin of other cities. The 
toldiers had sc^rcis descended from thQ 
AlpSt when they ord»ed th^ stuidaard^ 
bearers to march towards the cokmy of 
Vienne* The attempt, however, was pre* 
tented by the good sense of such as were 
observers of discipline, acKi the. whole le- 
gioii passed over into Britain. -. 

» 
liXVIJ. Th£ prselXHiaii c^hQrts g»ve 119 
]^s disquietude tp Viteliius; To bre«^ 
their force, be separated them iirst into. 
fmaU parties, and soon afi^er discharged 
them from the service; professwig, hoir- 
evexr in order to sofLea resentment, that 
thi^ werc^ bjr their length of sernoe, w 
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Me^ to m }m^nmh\e dinvissHm. l^f book 

\m%, \)mg iwfopinfd ^t, V^paAian -mu '*'^*.* 
in motion, fk^s f^mblfid iigaiii» imd ^^ 

0^90. 1t)e fin^ legion of marines was 
^ered ^Kto Spftifli .th»t in repotte and in^ 
4o)#n<^ t^ir ^pint; might «yaporaie. The 
t^yeMb iapd e]?f ^th retiurec^ ^ thdjr old 
wii^tefHlwwtw. For the thitteentb em* 
pkjlijtnqnt .wft» fonndin tfee bnikliDg of two 
9^phUl)e«ilre9 : oi|e at Cromooft* and Hif 
^i^ie? £^t Boiionia. In the iori^^r Cdicmii 
WM prapikfing to. exhibit a fp^ectaclo of 
Radiators, <wd Valeijs. in the laMcir t Jwth 
wishing to gfatify the taste of their ma^tef* 
whom, iia the widst of ardiju^ui affairs* .^l(0^ 
thing eoald wean from his habitual, plecw' 

LXVIlI. Bt these measures the vs^^ 
qukhed party was sufl^cientljf we^hf^ned ; 
but the spirit of the conque^on ^cMild not. 
\&9g endure a state of tranquillity. A 
fvaifjs) broke out, in its origia slight and 
ndicuk>u3, 1^ut attended with eopaequenoQi 
that kindl«9d the flame of war wiUx . re* 
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lOOK doubled fury (a). The occasion wsW'ai 

II . 

v-^v^ follows : VitelliUs "gave a banqtiet at Tiei* 

**W:^' num, and VcrgiftiAs • was of tjie partyl 
^e^' Th6 mannersiltfl the chiefs arfe e^et4tkvb t6 
set the fasttdb^ for^Abe tribunes and eeni 
turions. R»nS* the example of 4hteofficei«^ 
vice or viitue descends to 'Hie iJoldi^fs:* I%t 
the army of ViteHius, all w?i$ disorder and 
confusion y a scene of dranken jcJlKty^ rei 
sembliifg a bacchanallian rout, ratber than 
a camp, or a disoipMdied artny. - It Imp-i 
prehed t^at two soldiers, one b^bnging to 
the fifth legion, the other a native of Gaul^ 
serving ^dia|>ng the auxiliaries of th^ iil 
tion^ challehged each other to a trial M 
skill iiS >w»rei&tling, l^fie Roman was 
#irown; his-' antagonist exufted with a;ii 
«r of triumph; and the specters, who 
had gathered round them, were so^n di- 
vided into parties. 

' The' legiotosy •provoked by the insolend|€^ 
of the Gaul, Jit*iick€d the auxiliaries sworc^ 
in hand. Two coliorts were cnt to pieces \ 
The sudden danger of another tumult put \ 
an end to the fray. A cloud of dust was* 
. »e4n-at ^a distance, and, at intervals, the 
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glittei^g of armsf. A report was instantly book^ 
spread, that tl\e fourteenth legion was re- 
tjurnipg to offer battle; but the mistake was 
soon. discovered. It was found, that the 
men who brought up the rear of the army 
were approaching. That circumstance be- 
ing kijiOwn, thp^ tumult subsided, till one 
<&f the slaves of Verginius was observed by. 
the soldiers. They seized the pia^, an(|, 
in their fury, charged him with a design 
to assassinate VitelUus. With this notion 
in their heads, they rushed directly to the 
banqueting-room, and with rage and cla- 
mour demanded the immediate execution 
of Verginius. The emperor, though by 
nature addicted to suspicion, entertained ^ 
no doubt of Verginius. He interposed to 
save his life, and with difficulty restrained 
the men, who thirsted for the blood of a 
consular commander, at one time their 
own. general. It had t ever been the fatp 
of Verginius, more than of any other of- 
ficer, to encounter the seditious spirit of 
the army. His character, notwithstand- 
ing, was held in great esteem ; his bril- 
liant talents extorted admiration even 
from his enemies; but the moderation^ 
VOL. y. ^ K 
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BOdf with wMch he tejeeted the imperii^ dig* 
s,^^ dity, \ra» cotiksidcared as an afft^ont^ Hie 
^89^' soldien thought themselves despised, aad 
^^' fiom that monicait resented the injury. 

IXIX. On the Mowing day, the de> 
j^ttties &o9ti the senate, who aoeordhig t» 
dtder attended at Ticinnm, were admitted 
to an audience. That business 6t^, Yit^**^ 
liut visited the €3am|>, and,^ in a publie 
har&tngue, eif pressed a lively sense of th« 
a^ which ^e soMiers had edierted in hi» 
service. This proceeding itmsed the jett^ 
lousy of the auxiliaries^ They saw th« 
insolence of the legionary soldiers, and 
» Ae impunity with which they commit- 
ted the most outrageous action^. It was 
, to prevent the, consequences ©f this dan* 
gerous jealousy, that the Batavian co- 
horts had been ordered back to Germany^ 
the Fates even then preparing Ae seeds ctf 
a foreign (aj and a civil war. The allied 
from Gaul were abo dismissed to their re^ 
spective states ^ a vast unwieldy mtdti" 
tude, drawn together itt the beginning of 
the revolt, not for actual 'service, but'chiefly 
^ vain parade, and to> swell the pemp ia^ 
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A nmnerQilft army. Tb« mp^ri^H Fetv^imi^ soos 
feeing well nigh e:xlia«§ted^ there' wft^ re^ vJ?;,^ 
Kui to ftpprf^cDii ft want of fmjid^ to Mh ^^.^ 
twer liw large^aiied \of the prince, Tp pmf %?" 
Tent tiaat ^i^tness^ Yitellius or(}4{-ed thfi 
compleiiient. of the h^Qm ^nd awsi]la)l€)9 
to be fftdace4 ;4fld no neir levies' to be 
made. . I%$mi»9«^Q8 fiioro the ^^yvicQ weiie 
granted indwSorimitoateJy to all '.wh^ ap^ 
plied. The po1»y wa? of th^.wtH-st cqup 
eequeaobe to tJ>t qoiamonweaHh, &ad, at 
tb© same time, a gjievancs^ to th« soldiers, 
who feltlhemielves oppr^si^d by reiturnp 
of military- dwty, too freqlb^t . fee the 
;icaiity omaberii that letn^ia^d. Tb^ir l9r 
tigiie inar«»sed, vhilfc ^§vf manners yrtfe 
iiebaudbed, aod thair vigour Ivn^ted, by 
the vices of a lui:uriQU8 life, so diiecent 
fyqm the institutions of l^e <M repi«b}ie, 
vh&a mooey was deapisfid, and virlaurvtts 
tjbo energy of the state. 

LXX. ViTBLLius pfoceeded lo Cre- 
mona. Having theee att^ad^d a sp^taole 
of gladsators axUbited by Cffidno* \^ W9s 
htd> hf caaiiosity to the ^eld of BfidHaqum, 
ia^Mpder to see 09 tbe ^)ot th« f §9tis$s of 

u 2 
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BOOK his recent victory. The fields around 
v^v^ presented a mournful spectacle. Forty 
Bsi?* days faj had elapsed, and the plain was 
^^' still covered with bodies, gashed and 
mangled; with broken limbs, and men 
and horses in one promiscuous carnage ; ^ 
clotted gore, and filth, and putrefaction; the 
trees cut down, and the fruits of the e^irth 
trampled under foot ; the whole a dreary 
waste, the desolation of nature. The view 
of the high road was no less >shocldng to 
humanity. The people of Cremona, amidst 
the horrors that covered the face of the 
country, had strewed the way with roses 
and laurels, and had even raised altars, 
where victims were slain, as if a nation of 
slaves had been employed to adorn the 
triumph of a despotic prince. But these 
servile acts, with which an abject people 
rejoiced over human misery, in a short 
time after brought on their own destruc- 
tion. Valens and Caecina attended the 
emperor to the field. They pointed to the 
particular spots, where the stress of the 
battle lay : ** Here the legions rushed on 
** to the attack ; there the cavalry bore 
^^ down all before them ; from that quarter 
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" the auxiliaries wheeled about^ and sur- book 
." rounded the enemy/' The tribunes and v-v-^ 
prefects of cohorts talked of their Own ex- ^'922. ' 
ploits: and the truth, if they mingled any, ^^/ 
.was warped and disfigured by exaggera- 
tion. The common soldiers quitted the 
road) to mark the places where they had 
fought, and to survey the arms and dead 
bodies of the vanquished piled up ih heaps. 
They viewed the scene with brutal joy, 
and wondered at the destruction they had 
made. Some, with generous sympathy, 
felt the lot of humanity, and tears gushed 
from every eye. Vitellius showed no 
symptom of compassion. He saw, without 
emotion, the bodies of Roman citizens 
unburied on the naked ground, and, with 
fell delight, offered a sacrifice to the deities 
of the place, little then suspecting the 
reverse of fortune which was soon to over* 
take himself, 

LXXI. At Bononia, Fabius Valens ex- 
hibited a show of gladiators, with a pomp- 
ous display of decorations, which he had 
ordered to be brought from Rome. In 
proportion as the emperor advanced to» . 
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,^»00t -^tdft the (^pitaj) ridt And ]i0^ti6fi«&«» 
|b0v^ grew still mom 6utrag^u«. JPlay^fS of i£i- 
*i^' terlude* iwid a band <^euhuthft mixed iviA 
^^- thfe 9d}dier&, uad mvived ail the vid*b ^ 
Wfeii6^ cdurt. Vitellius admii«d tbe nlAfi^ 
$)ei-s <:^ th^t shameful peiiod; and Wbei^ 
fever Nero Went to dis^y hift V<^ce and 
kiinstrelsy, he t«ia6 6i^te to be o«ie of lUi 
followers, ttot by comt^li^ion^ as was tfc* 
<ieMe with men of integrity, but of liig 
dwn tn6ti(Mi, & w^ing sycophiamt, IkMul^d 
by His pakte> i^hd bribed by gittttony. Ill 
order to open th^ Way fbt Val^ns and Cia^ 
esina to the hononrs of tl^ conWalship) th€ 
time of ikme in <«ffice ^o;' "Was abridgtsd* 
Martius Mac^ f 6), who had beeh a ^neral 
in Otbo'B party, W&s passed ovdr in sil^htefei 
and Valerius MarinUsj Who had been put 
ih nominatioJA by Galba, was also setasndfr, 
not for any charge alleged against him) 
but because, being a man of a ptiitei<i^ 
temper, he was willing to acquiesce under 
every injury without a nKiavmiiir. Pedaoius 
Costa shared the same fate. lie had tikieii 
an active part ^ak^t Nero, and ev«n «n«> 
deavoured to excite the amfoitkin 'of Ver*- 
ginius. He was, in lact, teject^ liar tint 
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cSem», tlnougli <dh9r it»0OBs ^ere pr^- 900K 
ieodod. For tbw prooeediag, Vitdlim ro- sJJ^ 
cttved public ii^twiks; ta tcte of oppr^o- ^^5' 
«0B, the «erviHtjr of the tiww javc ^ ^^* 
name of wisdom. 

liXXlh A30VT tbia tiioe » .ittin$ tmud 
ims ftttampted, ot fiwt w^ x^pud stic^^flsa, 
tel io « «bQH: Iwie fbotolly defeated. 4t 
SMA of k>«r eoodiliQn tibi^oght ^ mig^ 
emerge ^om ojbsouritf » l»y lakixig iip<« 
tnitt ihtt OAme of i^riboni^w CanM- 
:iMNiB {«J, Hk 9totyvf9&, thfit, diunwg tbe 
;wigfi le^ Niero, to «}ade ibe Inry of t2^ 
iimw, be bftd lain conceaJed in Isb^ 
Ji^ere Ibe IbUowera lof itbe ancient C&m 
«till oQowpiisd tbe knds of tbeir foruMf 
SDMte>«, and retapned. ibie i^enemtioo f«r 
j^iftt iUi«sta<Mu$ bowe. To cany tm tlbiis 
tidiouloitt f^roe, ibe bapostor engii^ Ibe 
▼i^ Mod profl^»te in bis interest;. Tbe vul- 
gar, ^th Itbfar usu^ cjiedfdfito^, A«d 4be 
^dlem, aiiber led into an gen-or or esc&tad 
by their love of innovation^ joined in ibe 
plot. Their leader was seized, and brought 
into ibie ipnosenee vi Vitelfins. 'Seiog in- 
ifCKD^ad wbo 4nid nrhfii die irai« bs vvw 
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BOOK found to be a fugitive slave, of the name of 
Geta, recognized, as soon as seen,' by ^ his 
master. He was condemned to suffer the 

^0^' death of a slave fbjy in the manner in- 
flicted by the law. 

LXXIII. Advice was at length re- 
ceived from Sjrria and Judaea, that the 
East submitted to the new emperor. The 
pride with which Vitellius was bloated 
upon this occasion, is scarcely credible. 
Intelligence from that part of the world 
had been hitherto vague and uncertain; 
but Vespasian was in the mouths of men, 
and the rumour of the day filled the world 
with reports, that sometimes roused Vitel- 
lius from his lethargy. He started at the 
name of Vespasian. At length the cloud 
was blown over, and a rival was no longer 
dreaded. The emperor and his army 
plunged into every excess of cruelty, 
lust, and rapine, as if a foreign tyranny 
and foreign manners had overturned the 
empire* 

LXXIV. Meanwhile Vespasian took 
a view of his own situaticHi, and weighed 
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with care all possible evente. He coasir book 
dered the importance of the war, and made v.«.v^ 
an estimate of his strength, the resource %^ 
in his power, and the forces at a distancet ^^j^' 
as well as those that lay near at hand. The 
legions were devoted to his interest, inso- 
much that, when he showed himself the 
first to swear fidelity to VitelUus, and offer 
up vows for the prosperity of his reign, the 
soldiers marked their displeasure by a sul- 
len silence. Mucianus. was the friend of 
Titus, and by no means averse firom the 
father. The prefect of Egypt, whose 
name was Alexander, was ready to pro- 
mote the enterprise. The third legion, 
which had been removed from Syria to 
Maesia, Vespasian considered as his own, 
aiyl had, besides, good reason to hope^ 
that the forces in lllyricum would enter 
•into the confederacy. In fact, the armies, 
wherever stationed, were every day more 
and more incensed against the soldiers that 
came amongst them from the Vitellian 
party ; a set of men, rougji and horrid in 
their appearance, savage in their man- 
ners, and in their brutal discourse affect- 
ing to treat the legions of the East with 
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BOOK tKmtempt and derision. But, m an entexu^ 

WW prise of fiuch importance, it ivbs nataral 

m. ^ to doubt, and hesitate. Vespasian iq» 

^ ' mained for some time in a state/ of susi- 

pense, now elate with hope, and soon de- 

preyed with fear. " What an awful day 

^ must that be, when he should uni^eatii 

^ the sword, and commit himself, at die 

** age of sixty, with his two sons (a/ m the 

*• prime season of life, t» the danger of a 

** cMl war I! In undertakings of « privid« 

^* natuie, isien may advance or retreat, as 

^ they see occasion ; but whoi the contest 

^hfot sovereign power, there is no middle 

course. Yon must conquer^ or pendi 

in the aittempt.^^ 



41 



LXX V. Au officer of his experieiiee ••«» 
tio «trMiger to the strength and ii^lour df 
the German armies. ^ The le^M under 
^ his command had not been tried in a w«r 
^ against their fellow-citi^seiis, while, on 
'^ tihe other haiMl, the Vitellians added to 
^* their expmeo^&& all the pride of victory. 
^ The vanquished would, tmdoubtedly, 
^ be dissatisfied ; but td murraat ^ieoon- 
^ tentt was all 4hat fortune left in thfff 
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** {K»r6r* In tile tage 6f civil wat the eott^ book 
'^ m<m loldier rmioutices every honest prin- 



** ciple ; U«td)ery hecataes habitual ; and ^'^^' 
** ef^ty man wh© sets no value oa hi» o^h *^' 
** life) l^ds the chief in his pow^r. Cohorts 
^ of foot, and sqiuuirons of heme, xnakb 
^ a vain parade, ^ one intrepid viUaiii, 
** for the reward promised by the adverse 
** party, may strike a sudden blofW, and 
^* by a murder tmiaainate the ivar. Such 
<^ was the fate of Scribonianus (a) m thb 
'* reign of Claudius: he, was murdered 
^ by Vola^ius, a common soldier, and 
** the hi^est posts in tbe service welte 
** the wages of that desperate assassiii. 
** An artny inay be drawn up in ond«r Of 
*' battle^ and to animate Uiem to deeds df 
*' valour is dot a difficult task: but th<3 
** private rufllan iis.not easily avoi|ed»^ ' 

LXXVL Such wew the teflectiiOM that 
pnesented themselves to the mind uf Ues< 
pa«^n. His friends and the prin(%>ad of- 
ficers lendeavoured to fix bis vesclUtio'A. 
Mticiaaus lent I:hs -aiil, and, ndt dcrateht 
wi^ private cenferenoes, tdeic a pu/blic 
opportunity %o declare his >senl^me]]i%^ in 
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effect as follows : ". In all great and ardu^ 

" ous undertakings, the questions of iift- 

/* portance are, Is the enterprise for the 

" good of the commonwealth ? Will it do 

" honour to the man who conducted it? 

" And are the diflSculties such as wisdom 

** and valour may surmount ? Nor is this 

^all: the character of the man . who 

;" advises the measure should be duly^ 

"weighed : Is he willing to second the 

*' counsel which he gives, at the hazard 

"of his life? What are his views? And 

" who is to reap the reward of victory ? It 

" id Mucianus who now calls upon Ves- 

" pasian ; Mucianus invites you to im- 

" perial dignity ; for the good of the com- 

" monwealth he invites you ; for your own 

glory be exhorts you to undertake the 

enterprise. The gods are with you, 

and under them the rest depends upon 

"yourself. The advice which I give is 

"honest: there is no flattery in it. For 

*^ let me ask, can it be flattery to prefer 

" you to Vitellius ? To be elected aftei!' 

"such an emperor is rather a disgrace. 

" With whom are we to contend ? Not with 

" the active mind of Augustus, nor with 
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*^ the craft of the politic Tiberius. Nor is book 
" itagainstCaligula, Claudius, or Ncto, that v,-.^^^ 
^* we propose to rise in arms. . They had ^'^!^' 
** a kind of hereditary right : their facniUes ^q^': 
*^'were in possession of the sovereignty. 

: ** Even Galba could boast of an illustri- 
" ous line of ancestors, and for that reason 
"you were willing to acknowledge his 
"title. V But in th^ present juncture, to 
" remain inactive, and leave the common- 
" wealth a prey to vice and infamy, were' 
" a desertion of the public, which nothing 
*■ can excuse. Do you imagine that in a 
" state of servitude you can find your own 
" personal safety ? Even in that case, sub- 
mission would be attended with disgrace 
and infamy. But ambition is not now im- 
puted to you for the first time : you have 
been long suspected, and nothing re- 
mains but vigorous enterprise. The sove- 
" reign power is your only refuge. Have 
" we forgot the fate of Corbulo^ay/I^ It may 
" be said that the nobility o1^ his birth (su-, 
" perior, it must be confessed, to you as* 
" well as myself) exposed him to danger. 
" It may be so; but let it be remembered; 






<( 
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BOOK ** that Nao towCTed above ViteHiui : and 

w^v^ ^^ remember besides^ that, in the eyes of 

^m^ ^^ *^ person wbo lives in feai^ the man who 

^^•^ ^^ makes himself dreaded is iHiistrions/ 

** Da we doubt whether the armies- can 

" create an emperor ? Vitellius furnishes 

^' the proof'; a ioian without military fame, 

^ ^^ who never served 9 campaigii, huili ewes 

. ^^ his elevation, not to his own merit,^ bnt 

*• tOrOatba'^8 wint of poptilarily. His'tfic- 

•^'tory was not obtained by the ability of 

^ law gtmerals, or the valour of his : trac^ :' 

*♦ Gdio was conquered' by his own hand. 

*^ ISiat precipitate action made Yitdilius 

^^ master of the Roman wodd,^ and, in ne- 

•* tinrQv the infamy of Vitdlius giv.^.a lustre 

^^ to the name of Otho^ insomuch that men 

regret iitai unfortunate prince. 



C€ 



^ ^t pvesent, what is the conduct of c»ir 
^^ new emperor ? He disbands the kgkms ; 
^ he disarms th^ cohorts, and every day 
^ fi^rnishes arms against himsdf. The £e^ 
^- fPCity of his soldiers, whatenrer it may 
^ hsLV^ been, has long sinee evaporated in 
^^ victuaUing^liouses and 4<^n(ken revelry. 
*^ After the eiAmi^ of their niast^, the 
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^^ soldiers we d»«)lyed in sloth and luxuf y. acx>K 
^ On the other hand, you have in Syria, sj^ 
** Judea^ and Egypt, »o fea« than futoe^^* 
^ legions, aU high in spirit, unimpaired by ^^ 
^^ war, and tiot yet Jbaugbt by sedition to 
^ renounce all rej^rd &k di^ipline. Yoti 
^* havt an army emured to the operations 
^ of trdr, and qrowned wilii victt)ry o^ef 
^* the enemies of tkdr country. You b»ve 
*^ a body of cavaky, auxiliary cohorts,; a 
^ n&vftl aimament^ and pow^srful kings, 
" all devoted to your cause. Above allj 
" you have your own talents and your re- 
•* Hown iniarms* ; ! 

iiXXVII. ** To myself I arrc^te no* 
^ thing: yet let tne not be thought inferior 
^ to Val^eois or C^^na, If Mucianus does 
•^JWrt aspire tp be youir rival, you will not 
** tberefore think naeanly of him. Willing 
^ to yield to Vespasian, I claim precedence 
" of ViteWius^. Your house has been dis^ 
^^ titiguisbed by triumphal honours (a)i 
M you have two son?, and one of them Ch) 
^* is already equal to the weight of empire. 
^ The Gcirman armies saw him give an 
*.^ ettimeBt of Ms Ibture character. Wei^e I 
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thi^ very moment possessed erf the soi^e^ 
reign power, I should call Titus my.sotf 
'*8»B.^* " by adoption ; with propriety, tjierefbrei 
\P' " 1 yield to his father. The enterprise^ to 
•'-which I exhort you, will not, iaitsjcon- 
^ sequences, be the same to us both. : If 
** we succeed, the honours. which. I mjay 
" receive mtist flow from you : in toil a»d 
" danger I am willing to be your rival ;:or, 
** if you will (and it is the .bestexpedieijt); 
" i:emain here to issue, your orders^ and 
" leave me to conduct the war. ; . 

" The troops that lately conquered *re 
" by no means formidable. In the van- 
'^ quished party there is more order, and 
*' better discipline* The latter, stung >Yith 
'^ shame and indignation, are bumidg; for 
^* revenge. All motives conspire to infla^^ 
*^ their ardour. . The yitellians, on the coit- 
*^ trary , intoxicated with success, a^nd elqite 
-'*. with pride, disdain, all rul.es of subordi^ ' 
f ^^nation. They ace iindoiie by luxury i 
*^Their wounds, as yet scarcely closed, 
'* .will open in a new. war and bleed afr^fh. 
''.My dependence, tit is true, mu$t43eupbn 

your vigilance, your econoajiy, your D?is* 
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expect no less advantage 
•• from the ignorance, the stupidity, and 



^^ dom ; but I expect no less advantage book 



** cruel disposition of Vitellius. In a word, ^W.^* 
" war must be our choice; to us it is safer fe^* 
" than peace, for we have. already deli- 
^ berated ; and he who deliberates, ha» 
^* rebelled/' 

LXXVIII. By this animating speech all 
who assisted at the council were inspired 
with new confidence. They pressed round 
Vespasian, exhorting him to undertake the 
enterprise ; they recalled to his memory 
^the responses of oracles T^V, and the pre- 
jdictions of men skilled in judicial astro- 
logy* Nor was Vespasian untinctured 
yith that superstition. Even afterwards, 
.when possessed of the supreme authority, , 
he retained a mathematician named Seleu- 
cus, to assist his councils with his insight 
into future events. A number of prognos- 
tics, that occurred to him in his youth, 
catne fresh in his mind. He recollected a 
cypress-tree of prodigious size, on his own 
:f^t^te, that fell suddenly to the ground, 
and, on the following day, rose on the 
same spot, and flourished in new strength 

VOL. V. 5 
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%(yoK 9mA l^(t}are. This iras considered by the 
ititierpreters of prodigiet as an early pre- 
lude to ftttuTe grandeur. At lengthy hav- 

**^ ing obtained trium)^! honours^ together 
with the consular rank, when he had con^ 
ducted the war against the Jews with sudi 
rapid success, the prediction seemed to be 
verified; and, thus encouraged, he looked 
from that eminence to higher elevation, 
und even to the imperial dignity. Between 
^yriaand Judea stands a mountain, known 
by the name of Mount CAttM£L (bj^ on 
the top of which a god is worshipped, under 
no other title than that of the place, and, 
ti4e;cording to andent usage, without a tennf- 
pie, or even a statue^ An altar is erecteil 
in the open ait, and there adoration is paid 
io the presiding deity. On this spot Ves- 
pasian offered a sacrifice. Iti the mklst df 
the ceremony, while his mind expanded 
^ith vast ideas, Basilides, the officiating 
priest, examined the enbimls of the victims, 
and, in his prophetic manner addr^ssittg 
himself to Vespasian, ** Whatever,^ b£ 
said, *' are your designs, whether to buB^d 
^* a m^nsioki, to enlarge your estattei of 4^ 

**^ C]fease the ttumber of your slaves, tfete 

. / 
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'^* ^aie& prepare for you a ra3t awl biagni^' book 
f^ fioeiit iseat, :with an immense territorj^ ^.^v*^ 
** arid ^/firodigibus .multitude of mesxJ- ^'sm.^* 
ThiSrprediotioh, thou^ involTed in mjsk ^^ 
teriousiarigiaage^waS'Sprmd abroad at thd 
timd, and jiow received' a iavourable in* 
terpretatioia. The story gathered strength 
among the populdcey and in coiwersatioii 
with Vespasian was: the favourite topic *of 
bti^' friends^ who thought they could not en*^ 
large too much on tfce sufeject, while the 
^las^ions of the hearer stood ready to reodf^d 
their advice. ^ . . 

< LXXIX* MuciA^us and Vespasian 
gettted their plan, and took lebve of eacfh 
othter: the former went to A^itioch, the 
capital of Syria, and the latter to Cassarea, 
ih^ metropolis of Judea. The first puidic 
»tep towards creating Vespasian empemr 
of Rome, was taken at Alexandra in 
Egypt: Tiberius Alexander, the prefect 
Of tiie province, eager to show his ileal, ad«^ 
mtnistened the oath to the legions under hit 
cdmmaiid. The cenemony was performed 
on thfiHcaleilds of July, and thit day W4s 
ever/aft^ celebrated as the first of Yes* 
, x2 
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BOOS pasian's^reigh^ thou^ the anny in Jades 
wv^ srivrore. fidelity on the. fifth befo;^ tfate noner 
' of the same month, in the preseoce of Ves« 
pasian himself. Titus was then on his waj 
from Syria with dispati fclicy from Mucianus^ 
but the impatience of the men could Qot 
brook the delay of traiting fos the em- 
peror's ^on. The whole transaction origi* 
nated with the soldiers, and was hurried on 
with such violent impetuosity, that thfr 
business was finished without any public 
harangue, and even without a previous as* 
sembly of the legions^ 

jLXXX; For this great revolution uq 
arrangement was made ; no time, no placa 
was fixed ; nor was it known who was to be 
the author of the measure. In this state of 
uncertainty, while every bosom panted 
with hope and fear, and the motives to the 
revolt, with all the dangers that might en- 
sue, kept the army in agitatipn, a small 
number of soldiers, who mounted guard 
near the apartment of the genQraU no 
sooner saw him coming forth, firom }m 
chamber, than with one voice they saluted 
him by the title of Emperor. The whok 
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body followed their iexanfiple/ Hiey press-^ book: 
ed forward in crowds^ calling him by the w-y^ 
name of Caesar, styling him Augustus, and ^'sYs.^ 
conferring every other title; of imperial ^^' 
grandeur. Vespasian balanced no longer; 
His fears subsided, and he now resolved tcr 
pursue the road of ambition. Sven ini this 
tide of his affairs he still preserved th« equal 
tenour of his njind, free frora^ arrogance; 
and such ifi his manners a^ he bad always 
been. The new man never appeared^ The 
clmnge, as was natural, dazeled his imagi-^ 
Bation ; but he took time to allay the hurry 
of his r BpiritSy and tiaen calmly addftssed 
the men in the language of a soldier. He' 
was heard with shouts of applause. Muci- 
anus waited for this event. On the^rst 
intelligence, he declared for Vespasian, and? 
the soldiers with .alacrity took- the oath of 
fidelity to the new emperor. That busi^ 
ness over, Mucianus went to the theatre of 
Ahtiochs where the inhabitants were used 
to hold their public debates. He found a 
crowded meeting, and was received with 

acclamations^ # 

• ■ .. .^ 

He harangued the multitude, and hit 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



310^ THE HISTORY 

BOOK speech, though "^in^Jreefe, waa eli^quent. 
In that laiiguagjg be bad acquirjed efficient 



^gj^,^' fecility, »«d be po^ae^sedj besides^ tbo 
^^ b^ppy art (a)M giving gr»c© and digttitj 
to whatevet he uttered.. He inflaiwed the 
pasBio^Eia not only of the /wWy; bw* a}«o <>f 
tb^ ptovinee, by fuj^ertiDg^ tQundly, *^ tbii^ 
^ it wes a fixed point with yiteUiu?, -to 
*^ quarter the German troops in the delist* 
*> ful re^on of .Syria>tb«*t,in a tichabdpleoiii* 
♦^;tiful province,; tbcgr a»g^t groiriWanteri 
^^ in^ea^e. land . Iwxwr)^ 5 : wi^iloi in ei^cbang^^ 
. ^y tibel k^qn^ [of Syria Mere: to; be remov^ 
? to cold endariipmento iniiG^niaqj, there 
^^tP endiire the. inclemency of the.iwea-' 
tS tbW, and the rigOrtars^ of the service/- The 
nfiHtSvw ofttbe province had lived in habita 
<>£ friendship, with tjbe fegions^ ami, by ion 
termarriages, had formed . family connex-i 
ions* . Ilie soldiers, on thcar part, were 
naturabf^d in the country, and.the stations, 
<5o which they wiere accuStowieAy were, b^ 
bag residence, grown as dear* to tbena a» 
tbe»r native faoniej^ - ;; , _ ; '. 

LXXXI. Before the ides of Ji|ly, the 
wholld province of Sy*ia i weeded to Vies- 



Digitized by 



Google 



eF TACrroa 311 

pasian. Hjis party was furtiier stj*engthen^ bo&k. 
by Sobemus (a)^ who joined the league v^v^ 
with the whole weight of his kingdom, and ^'aw.^ 
also by Antioehus, who inherited immense ^^* 
treasures from his ancestors, and was, of 
all the kings who submitted to the author*- 
ity of Rome^ the most rich and powerful* 
Agrippa, who was then at Home, received 
private expresses from the East, request- - 
mg his pi¥Jseiice in his own country* He 
departed, before Vitellius had any intelli-i 
gence, and by a quick navigation passed 
over into Asia^ Queen Berenice, at that 
time flourishing in the bloom of youth, and 
no l«sa distinguished by the graces of her 
person, espoused the interest of Vespasian, 
to whom,, notwithi^tanding his advanced 
age, she had made herself agreeable by 
magnificent presents. The several marir 
time provinces, with Asia and Achaia, 
abd the whole inland coiintry between 
Pontus and the two Armenias, entered into 
the general <x>nfederacy ; but from the go* 
vsemors. of those provinces no forces could 
he eixpected, as they were not, at' that 
time, strengthened by the legions stationed 
in Cappadocia. To settle the plan of ope^ • 
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BOOK ration, a grand council was held at 'Bery* 
\.^-v^ tus fbj. Mucianus attended. He was ac« 
^929^' companied by a train of officers, tribunes, 
^e^' and centurions, and a considerable body 
of soldiers, selected to swell the pomp and 
.grandeur of the scene. From Judea the 
roost distinguished officers went to the 
meeting, with the flower of their troops. 
An assembly, consisting of such a nume- 
rous train of hoi^e and foot, and of eastern 
kings, who vied with each other in splen« 
dour and magnificence, presented a spec« 
tacle worthy of the imperial dignity. 

LXXXII. Th£ first and most important 
object was to raise recmits, and recall the 
veterans to the service. In all the strong 
and fortified cities, workmen were ap- 
pointed for the forging of arms, and a 
mint for gold and silver coin was esta« 
blished at Antioch. The whole was carried 
on with diligence, under the direction of 
proper inspectors. Vespasian visited every- 
quarter, by his presence giving spirit and 
animation to the cause. He encouraged 
the industrious by the warmth of his com- 
mendations ; he roused the inactive by hii 
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46cainf^e, and succeeded more by gentk book 
methods than by the rigour of authority,, v-v^ 
To the feilings of his friends he was often W. 
blind, but never to their virtues. He adi? (^ * 
yanced some to the administration of pro?- 
vinces, and others to the rank of senators j 
all men of distinguished character, who 
rose afterwards to eminence in the state. 
There were others who owed their success 
more to their good fortune, than to their 
merit* Mucianus in his first harangue 
made incidental mention of a donative» 
but in guarded terms ; nor did Vespasiatts 
though engaged in a civil war, grant at any 
time a larger bounty than had been usual 
in times of profound peace. He chos6 
that his soldiers should act on principles of 
honour, not from motives of bribery and 
corruption. To that firmness he owed the 
good order and regular discipline of his 
army. Ambassadors were sent to the courtti 
of Parthia and Armenia in order to settle 
a mutual good understanding, that, when 
the legions marched forward to open the 
campaign, the back settlements should not 
be exposed to sudden incursions of the 
enemy. Titus was to remain in Judea (a) 
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BOOK to ccMiipJete tha dodquest of tb?it cDURtry> 

K^.^ while Vespasiwi made himself master of 
^uk.^ *h€j passes iato Egypt. To make head 

^' against Vitellitts, part of the army wm 
deemed wiflScient, under the <^onduct of 
such a general as Muqianm^^ with the ad^ 
ditional terror of Vespasian- s name, an4 
the Fates on his side superior to every dif- 
ficulty* Letters were dispatdaed to, the seh' 
veral armies, aod the officers in qompandt 

/^ wi^ih ' instructipn^ ; to conciliate the prpe? 
torian soldiers, who had been disbanded 
by ;YitelHus> and, \>y a promise th^tall 
should be restored to jtheir rank, to invite 
t:hein once more into the secTice. 

LXXXIII. MifciANUs, with the np^ 
{kearance rather of an associate in the so^ 
vereigo power, than of a general officer^ 
advanced at the head of a Jight-^med de^ 
tj9u:bment, never lingering in the course of 
his progress, that delay might not be 
thought a symptom of irresolution; and, 
4» the other hand, not proceeding by rapid 
ma^hfiSr that feme might fly before huoei, 
and spread tlie terror of his appp>dch. He: 
k^w the. weakness of his numbers, aud^ 
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^^t dai^er at a distaoce isAlwaytcmaguU book 
filed. He was followed by tte. sdxth Jegioi^ w>r^ 
sod thixteen ^cmsand veterans^ . fwiniDg ^'^^ 
together a coosiderable arin^. The fleet ^(^* 
at Pontaa had orders to assemble at l&y^ 
aantkiin* That station, was thought eoiw 
veoient^ as ^acianiis had not yet deteiw 
tnioed, Tidiethibr he should Dot avoid the 
territory of Msesia, and proceed in forc« 
to Dyrrhachium ; while his naval arma^ 
ment commanded the seas of Italy , gnd^ 
by conaequence^ protected the coasts jof 
Achaia and. Asia against the attempts of 
Vite^litt^, who, in that case, would not onlyi 
see Brn^disium and Taren turn, in danger, 
iHit ala9 the whole coast of Calabria and 
Imcania <kept in a oonstant alarm* ' 

.LXXXIV,. Throughout the pronncet 
nothing was heard, but the din and bustle 
•fi . warlike preparations. . Soldiers wer« 
afasembiing, shipa were preparing for sea^ 
add the chnh of ^irinourers lesounded in. 
ev«ry.quarterL How to raise supplies of 
(Roneyitms.thet. chief diificulty. Pecu^ 
nsary.funds^ Mucianus used to say, were 
the sinews of war. For tliis purpose^ iM . 

'Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



51fl THEHISTOmr 

BOOK all questions^ touc^og the sum demanded^ 
he regarded neither the truth xior the jusr 



^'^2?' tice of the jcase. To be rich was to be 
(^* fiable to taxation, and money was to bi© 
imsed in all events. Informations followi^ 
ed without number, and coiifiscations withi» 
out mercy. Oppressive as these proceed?* 
ings were, the necessity of Hie times gave 
It colourable excuse; but the misfortune 
was, the practice did not cease with the 
War^ biit continued, in jtlie season of pro-^ 
found peace, to harass and oppress manr 
kind. Vespasian, in the beginning pf his 
reign, showed no disposition to enrich his 
coffers by acts of injustice; but, being 
lioiTupted afterwards by the ignites of 
fortune, and listening to pernicious coun? 
sels, he learned the arts of rapacity, an4 
dared to practise them (a). Mucianus, 
from his own funds, contributed to the 
exigencies of the war, generous from his 
private purse, that he might afterwards 
indemnify himself at the expense of the 
public. The rest of the officers, follow* 
mg his example, advanced sums of tooney, 
but were not, in like manner, repaid with 
. usury. 
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liXXXV. Vespasian, in the mean book 
time, saw his aiSaiFS assume a pFomisiiig s^-v^ 
aspect. The army in lUyricum went over ^'J^.^ 
to his interest. In Msesia the third legion ^^' 
revolted, and drew after them the dghth, 
and also the seventh, called the Claudian ; 
both devoted to Otho, though not en« 
gaged in the action at Bedriacum. Before 
the battle, they had advanced as far as 
Aquileia; and being at that place in*^ 
formed of a total overthrow^i they as* 
sanlted the messengers who brought the 
news; broke to shivers the standards that 
displayed the name of Yitellius; plun- 
dered the military chests; and, having 
divided the spoil, proceeded to every act 
of outrage and sedition. Conscious of 
that offence, and dreading the punishment 
that might follow, they consulted toge- 
ther, and clearly saw, that what they had 
done required a pardon from Yitellius, 
but with Vespasian stood in the light of 
lieal merit To strengthen their cause, 
they sent dispatches to the army in Pan-^ 
nonia, inviting them to join the league ; 
determined, if they did not comply, to 
compel them by force of arms. In this 
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BOOK J4^ciuret Aponius Satarointts Ta^t gover- 
vr^ nor of Maa^ia^ couched the dcsiga of 
^W.^* perpetfatii^ a barbarpus mordfel'. Under 
^^ colour olf' public zeal^ but with malice 
festeriog at hid heart, be dispatched a 
ceBturiob to itforder Tertiu^ Juliatms^ 
svliocomQiaaded these^oath J^gioa; That 
<^c€r bad timely fiotice. H^ provided 
hitQself If itb guides^ who kutw the cOume 
of the couatry, and escaped through d^ _ 
yious ttacka ni &r ^ Mount Hsemus^ 
From that tithe^ he took no paa-fin the 
Cftvii war. He affected often to be. on the 
point of iiettuig out to join Vespasian; 
but delaj^ed his journey, at times seeming 
eager to depart, then doubting, faesita** 
fwg^ waiting far inteUigence, and,: din> 
ing th^, wfaqie ww^ rteoiving withoiit 
deciiion^ : , 

1 • ■_ 't : ' ::.-•.' • • •,./ ■■* 
^ LXXX?i/J; I» PaiMionia, the tfatrteenlii 
•JegiQl^iand the'sev'etnth, called the Oal^ 
jmvtj. e<nfot:p.ced the mtereBt of Vespasii* 
an, "Jibej stiU remembered, whh. indi^ 
palkxD/ tb^r defeat at BedriacnA, aod 
iheii^^Mmce of Ahtonius Primus proted 
m ^ow^rful instigntioor; . Tbat offic^ivxon^ 
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Ticted of {dsgery^i^ in the mgo of'Nero,-BOc« 
remained obnoxioaas to the laws, tUi» 



among the. evibi that spring firom civil ^*^^ ^ 
di»enc»on» he rose from iniamj to his ^^' 
#enatorian lank. He was advanoed hj 
Galba to. the commaQd of the .seventh 
leglon» and, according to report; ofi^ed 
himself to Otho, desiring, by letters,, the 
racdc of general agidnst his ' benefactor^ 
Otho paid no attention to the proposal, 
and, by consequence, Antonius remained 
inactive. In the present juncture, seeing 
a storm ready to burst xipon Vitellius^ he 
veered TOuiid to Vespasian, and became 
the gra^d support of the party* To kis 
vices- he united great and usieful qualities': 
brave and valiant, h^ possessed uncom^ 
tnon eloquence; an artful and insidious 
leiieray, he had the aart of involvidg others 
Ml danger; iti^ popular ini^rrectioas, a 
tiold and turbulent leader; at i once a 
pknderer and a pK>d}gal> v^Bt he gained 
hy rapind be squandered in con^option; 
during thie calm seasoii of pea<te, la 'pe0- 
micious citizen ; in war, an dffioer iwrt tp 
kft neglected. - ;•. 
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BOOK The amiies of Mffiisia and Pannonia; 
<0^^ formed a junction^ and drew the forces 
^'^?* of Dalmatia into the revolt. The con^ 

^^* sular governors of those provinces were 
neutral on the occasion ; thej took n^ 
share in the business, nor did the soldiers 
wait for their direction. Titus Ampius 
Flavianus ruled in Pannonia, and Pop- 
paeus Silvanus in Dalmatia ; ' both rich^ 
and advanced in years. Cornelius Fuscus» 
descended from illustrious ancestors, and 
then in the vigour of life, was, at the 
same time, imperial procurator. In his 
youth he had resigned his senatorian rank, 
to seek in solitude a retreat from public 
business. Joining afterwards with Galba, 
he drew forth, in supjtort of that emperor, 
the strength of hist own colony, and for 
his services obtained the post of procu- 
rator. In the present commotions, be 
declared for Vespasian ; and, by his ardent 
spirit, gave life and vigour to the cause. 
Self-interest did not mix with the mo- 
4iives that determined his conduct. His 
pride was in the. field of action. He 
gloried in facing danger, and despised 
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the reward of merit- War was his pas* book 
sion; and> though possessed of an ample 
fortune, he preferred a life of enterprise 
to indolence and his own personal safety^ 
He aicted in concert with Antonius Pri- 
mus, and both exerted themselves to 
kindle the flame of war in every quarter. 
Where they saw a discontented spirit, 
they were sure to increase it by infusions 
of their own venom. They sent dispatches 
to the fourteenth legion in Britain, and 
to the first in Spain, knowing that both 
had favoured the cause of Otho against 
itellius. Their letters were spread all 
over Gaul, and, by their joint efforts, the 
Roman world was roused to arms. The 
forces in Illyricum declared for Vespasian ; 
sgid in other parts, as soon as the first 
blow was struck, the troops stood ready 
to take the field. ^ 4 

LXXXVII. While Vespasian and the 
leaders of his party were thuii employed 
in concerting measures throughout tlie 
provinces, Vitellius, sunk in sloth, and 
growing every day more contemptible, 
advanced by slow marches towards, the 

VOL. V* T 
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BOOK eitT of Rome. In all the villas and mu^ 

II 
wv^ nidpal towns through which he passed, 

^ ^' ^* carousing festivals were sufScient to retard 



A.D. 



^' a man abandoned to his pleasures. He 
was followed by an unwieldy multitude^ 
mot less than sixty thousand men in arms^ 
all corrupted by^ a life of debauchery^ 
The number of rejtainers and followers of 
the anny was still greatest, all disposied to 
riot and insolence, even beyond the na-< 
tural bent of the vilest ^slaves. To thesd 
must be added a train of officers and 
servile courtiers, too haughty to be re- 
strained within due bounds, even though 
the chief had practised the strictest dis- 
cipline. The crowd was still increased by 
a conilux of senators and Roman knights 
who came ^m Rome to greet the jprince 
on his way ; some impelled by fear, othew 
to pay their court, and numbers, not id 
be thought sullen or disaffected. All 
went with the current. Tlie populace 
rushed ibrth in crowds, accompalnied bjr 
an infamous band of pimps, of players, 
buflbons, and charioteers, by their utility; 
in vicious pleasures all well known and 
dear to VitelfiM. Such were the dis-^ 
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gfUc^ijl potm^tio»9 of the eimt)eror, s^nd book 
he. fHQOjed them without a blush. To vrw 
supply -so yast a body with provisions) ^sIk.^' 
the oploiiiies and municipal cities were ^q^' 
exhausted; the fruits of the earthy then, 
ripe and. fit for use, were carried off; the 
hrQshaodman was plundered ; and |iis |an4^ 
asi if it we^e an enenaj's countryi, was .lai4 
vffii^ apd Tuiued. 

, JiXXXVIJJ, Tif 15 fieip^ awnjosity that 
Mke out at Tipinum between* the leg^on^ 
sm4 ^kp ^-mi^'i^f ,ja» pot yet ejtiur. 
gps|jedv Frequent quarrel? occurred, 
and ^ttd^ always in wutual slauglftsr. 
4(giMR«it the pea^a^til apd farmers they 
were sure to be unanin^ous, but 9^eed in 
iHM^hv)g.i$lse. The moft drea4ful ci^nmgQ 
I^a|)!pe«e4 ^thin s^yen, *nile^ of Eomfi^ 
M th^i place Vjtellijis ordered vic^y^^ 
rjea^ydres^^d, to bo distribujtecjl an^opg 
t)ie:^oldier^ a& if M had prepared a fe^t 
tp pajQ^pw a band ^f gladiators. The 
qommosx people, who had come io c^owdii, 
ffOlpoi ]^ipci^, wefe dijipersed through th^ 
CM^p. To divert themselves ivith what 
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BOOK they thought an arch and pleasant trick, 
v-'W they cut away the belts of the soldiers, 
'a«2. and with an air of humour asked ^ whiether 
6g/ they were properly accoutred. The sol^ 
diers had no taste for raillery. They re- 
taliated with their weapons, and fell with 
fury on the defenceless multitude. Among 
the slain was the father of one of the sol- 
diers, killed as he stood engaged in con- 
versation with his son. The unhappy 
victim was soon known; and, by that in- 
cident, the further effusion of blood was 
prevented. Rome, in the mean time, was 
thrown into consternation. A number of 
soldiers entered the city in a tumultuous 
mannefr, and rushed forward to the forum^, 
impatient to see the spot where Galba 
perished. Covered with' the skins of 
saVage beasts, and wielding large and 
massy spears, the spectacle which they 
exhibited to the- Roman citizens was 
fierce and hideous. Unused, to crowded 
streets, they had not the skill to con- 
duct themselves amidst a vast concourse 
of people, but with rude force pushed 
against the passengers; and sometimes 
slipping down, or, as might happen, 
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thrown by the pressure of the throng, they book 
rose hastily to resent what was no more 



than an accident, and from abusive Ian- ^'^i^' 
guage proceeded sword in band to the ^q^' 
most violent outrages. The tribunes and 
centurions, at the head of their troops of 
cavalry, paraded the streets in a war- 
like manner, and spread a general panic 
through the city. 

LXXXIX. ViTELLius himself, in his 
military ap|>arel, mounted on a superb 
horse, advanced from the Milvian bridge, 
while the senate and the people pressed 
on before him to make way for their new 
master. His friends, however, remon- 
strated against his making a public entry 
in a military style, like a conqueror march** 
ing into a cily taken by storm. He con- 
fortaed to their advice, and, having put on 
his senatorian robe, made his entry in a 
pacific manner. His troops followed in 
regular order. The eagles of four legions 
led the way, with an equal number of 
standards on each side. The colours of 
twelve squadrons of horse were displayed 
with great pomp. The infantry followed. 
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BOOK aiid aftet th6m the cavalry. The' prtkr 
v-^v^ cession was closed by four and thirty- 
^8^,^' cohorts, distinguished by the arms and 
^^' habits of their respective nations. Thift 
prefects of the camp, the tribunes, attd 
principal centurions, arrayed jn white, 
preceded their several eagles, The rest 
of the officers marched at the head of 
their companies. The blaze of arftis knS 
rich apparel added splendour to the scene^ 
The burnished collars of the co^imoa 
men, and the trappings of the horses, glife* 
tered to the eye, while the whole presented 
a magnificent spiectade, worthy of a befc^ 
ter emperor; In this ilianner VitelliuS^ 
proceeded to the capitol, and ther6, fem^ 
bracing his toother {aj^ saluted her by this 
name of Augusta. 

XC On the following day, Vitellius 
delivered a public harangue, and spoke of 
^ Jiimself in magnificent terms, as if he had 
for his audience the senate and people of 
ja foreign city. He assumed the virtue* 
of industry and temperance; nev6r con- 
sidering, that he was in the hearing of 
jmen who had seen his vices» and that 
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^^ery part Of Ilaly^ thrbugli which he had book 
{lasted, had- known and fdt his absln^ ^--v-^ 
dotted |>r<rfligacyi The populace, as usual, ^sS,^' 
knowiiig neither truth nor falsehood^ iand ^^* 
kidifierent about both, paid their tribtite 
iif flattery with ^oise and^ Uptoar. Thfey 
pressed him tD accept the title of Au* 
gustus ; he -declined it for sottie time, but 
tibe voice of thd rabble prevaited. He 
5^ielded to their importunity ; but his ooni^ 
pliance was> useless, and the honour was 
of short duration, 

XGI. Itr a city where superstition in- 
tter^reted e?tery thing, th6 first act of Vi- 
teliius, in the character of sovereign ^ 
pontiff, was considered d« an emen that 
portended mischief. He issued an edict 
eoncierning the rites and ceremotiies of 
rieligiciA, dated the fifteenth before th^ 
calends of August^ a day rendered ifiau-^ 
spidous by twtE> victories formerly obtained 
over'the armie* of Rome ; one at Grem^ 
m/^n^^and the other at Allife* But Vitellitis 
was unacquainted with th6 atftiqiiities of 
his coutitry.^ He knew tiothing of laW6^ 
either hUttrftA ^ divine. JJ^ saftie fetttpidf- 
ity po^sesfied hi^ frien4s ahd: his band 
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BOOK of freedmen, Tkid whole court seemed to 
vw be in a state of intoxication. Ip the as« 
^22.^* semblies held for the election of con-* 
^^' suls (^i^, Vitellius assun^ed nothing ajbove 
the rights of a citizen. He behaved to the 
candidates on a footing of equality. . He 
attended in the theatre, giving his ap- 
plause as a common spectator, and in the 
^ circus, mixing with the factions of the 
populace. By those arts he tried to, gam 
the suffrages of the electors; arts, it mu$t 
be acknowledged, .often practised, and,, 
when subservient to honest purposes, not 
to be condemned. But in a man like 
Vitellius, whose former life was too well 
known (c), the artifice served only to sink 
him into contempt. ' ' 

He went frequently to the senate, even 
on. frivolous occasions, when the siibject 
of debate was altogether uninterestingw 
In that assembly Helvidius Prisons (djj 
praetor elect, happened to differ from the 
opinion of the emperor. Vitellius took 
fire in- the moment, but, checking hjuiself 
in time, called upon the tribunes of the 
people to support his authority. His 
friends, apprehending tibe <:on$equences 
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^ a deep and smothered resentment, in- bpok 

II 

lerposed with their good, offices to soften \— y^ 
prejudice. His answer was, " Nothing ^'^i,^ 
" new has happened : two senators have ^^* 
'' diiTered in opinion ; and is not that a 
" common occurrence ? I have myself 
*' often opposed the sentiments of Thra- 
" sea (eJJ' The .allusion to a character 
so tmly eminent provoked a ,smile of 
contempt. Some, however, were glad to 
find, thatj instead of the men who glit- 
tered in the sunshine of a court, he chose 
Thrasea for the model of true greatness. 

XCII. PuBLius Sabinus, the prefect 
of a cohort, and Julius Priscus, a centu* 
rion, were advaijced from those inferior 
stations to the command of the praetorian 
guards. The former owed his elevation 
lo the friendship of Valens, and the latter 
tp that of Caecipa. By those two mi- 
nisters, though always at variance with . 
each other, the whole power of the state 
was usurped and exercised. The author-- 
ityr'of the emperor was merely nominal : 
Valens and Caecina transacted every tiling. 
Their mutual animosity, which had been 
.suppressed during the war, but not ex- 
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BOOS tmguished, broke out at Eome with rei^ 
v^i;^ doubled violence. Their fnends^ with o& 
^'8*5.^' ficip^s cdfe, ^envenomed the minds of the 
^^' rital sta^tesmen, and the various factions 
tiiat for ever distract the city of Rome, 
fumiBhed every day new materials to in- 
flame tiiieir jealousy, l^ey vied witihi each 
other for pre-eminence^ and by intrigue, 
by (abal, by their train of foUowerai', and 
their crowded levees^ endeavoured to ma* 
nifest their superiority; while Vitellius 
wavered between both, and, as his inclina^ 
.tions shifted^ the balance changed altera 
nately from one to the other. Their au- 
thority exceeded all bbunds^ and was 
therefor*,' like all ill-gotten power, un*' 
certain aad precarious. They saw* thift 
caprice liiat marked the character of Vi^ 
teliius, one moment inflanaied with an^r> 
and the next lavish of hig favours^ Nei- 
ther of the ministers could be sure of 
fixing the affections of ^ bis master, ajtid 
both despised and feared him/ \ 

' Nothing, however, could satisfy theiif 
rapacity : they seii^ed houses, gardens, and^ 
the whole wealth of the empire ; while a 
number of illusfl:i6ru« inen, whom Galba 
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had recalled from banidhmettt, were Ifeft book 
to languish in distress and poverty. Theif v^-v^ 
»itttatio!i awakened no compassion ift the ^'^f" 
breast of the emperor. 4ie restored them, ^^ 
it is true, to their rights over their freed-^ 
Aien ; and, by that act of justice, not only 
gratified the senators and other grandee* 
of the city, but also gained the applause 
of the populace. But even this show of 
benignity was rendered useless by the low 
cunning that marks the genius of slavery. 
To evade the claiftis of their patrons, ^the 
freedmen concealed their wealth in ob* 
^cvLve places, or else deposited it in the 
custody of the great. Some of them con- . 
trived to insinuate themselves into the im- 
perial family, and, there growing into 
favour, looked down with pride and in-* 
sotence on their disappointed masters. 

XCIII. The multitude of soldiers was 
so enormous, that the camp overflowed, 
and poured the redundant numbers into 
the city; a wild disorderly band, who fixed 
their station in the public porticos, and 
even in the temples. The men wandered 
about the streets of Rome, so utterly care- 
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BOOK less, that they forgot where tjiey were 
^...v^ quartered. Having no regular place ; of 
^•gY^.^* rendezvous, and performing no kind of 
"%?' duty, they gave themselves up to the dis- 
solute manners of thie cityi and the prac- 
tice.^ of vices too foul to be named. In 
this course of life, their bodily strengtli 
decayed ; the vigour of their minds was 
sunk in sloth, and their health entirely 
neglected. They chose for their abod^ 
the most vile and infamous places in the 
neighbourhood of the Vatican (a)y where 
they contracted diseases, till an epidemic 
distemper began to rage amongst them. 
A dreadful mortality followed. The 
Gauls and Germans suffered most by their 
own imprudence. Infected with disor- 
ders, inflamed with fevers, and being na- 
turally impatient of heat, they plunged 
into the Tiber, which unluckily was near 
at hand, and took delight in cooUng their 
limbs ; which proved a remedy as bad as 
the disease. The confusion introduced 
by another circumstance, proved the bane 
of the army. It was thought advisable to 
raise sixteen cohorts /a^ for the praetorian 
camp, and four for the city, each to con-^ 
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sist of a thousand men. This measure, by BOOK 
cabals among the soldiers, and the jea- u^-ylw 

A TT C*' 

lousy subsisting between the two com- 'g^i. *' 
maiiding officers, was the ruin of all %^* 
discipline. Valens arrogated to himself 
the chief direction . of the business. He 
had relieved Caecina and his army, and on 
that account claimed pre-eminence. The 
Vitellian party had certainly gained no 
advantage oveiir the enemy, till the artival 
of Valens gave life and vigour to tl» 
cause. If the slowness of his march was 
at first liable to censure, the victory that 
followed made ample atonement, and re-^ 
deemed the character of the general. The 
soldiers from the Lower Germany were to' 
a inau devoted to his interest. It was> 
upon this occasion, according to the ge*" 
neral opinion, that Caecina first began to 
meditate the treachery, which hie after- ' 

wards carried into execution. 

XCIV. The indulgence shown by Vi-: 
teltius to his principal officers was ex- 
ceeded by nothing but the licentiousness 
of the common soldiers. Each man en- 
rolled himself in what company he thought 
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BOOK, i»0p«r» 9md ohme \m Qwn stfttion in thi 
service. Some pr^rr^ tbe city QQbofte i 



"^'sai.^' aad without coQ^idering merit or fiiim», 
^' for that omployraeott their wiah wai grfttir 
fled. Otiaerj, wbo ought to h^ve be^. 
selected, were suffered, »t their ow^a wiMi 
and pleasure, to continue in tiifc legioiisi or. 
tise ca^ftlry. This was the cboice of amar> 
bers, who bad impaired tboir ocw^titU/ 
<w>ns[, and were^ tborei^^r^ willing to nsi* 
QkOire frcMjj the eultryhtate of Italy ft) » 
awwe temperate climate. By these 911 
nmgements, tho flaain strength of the Ifr 
gi(^Q and the eavalry was drafted awsy, 
A BiotlBy body of twenty thousand mem 
was formed out of the whole army^ wltfc* 
Qttt choice OP judgement. The laower. 
quence was, that the camp retained sm" 
ther the stiength »or the beauty of taik-^. 
tary system. 

ViteUius thou^t fit to harangue the 
soldiers. la the midst cf his speech, a 
ebmour .broke out, demanding; the ex^ 
ocutiOn of Asiaticus, and of F^Tius and 
Rufinus, who. had been e<M&si«oders in 
Gaul, and Hated on the nde of Viadfis. 
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'Nor did Vitellius endeavoar tto 'afipeose book 
the tumult. From his sluggish temper 



nothing like firmness or authority could be ^'^^^ 
expected. He Idiew that the tiiiie for dis* ^^' 
charging the promised donative was dvsLw^ 
ing near ; and haying no funds to answer 
the expectation of the soldiers, he thought 
it his best policj to atone by mesm comi 
pliances for that deflciMicy. in oadePi 
however, to raise supplies, a tax was im«» 
posed on all the freedmen of former em-i* 
perors, to be collected in proportion Jta^the 
iiuq:iber of their slaves. To squander widi 
wild profusion, was the only use of motiey 
known to Vitelliqs. He limilt a set of 
stables lor the charioteers, and kept in tibe 
circus a constant spectacle of gladis^tors 
and wild beasU; in this mann^ dissipat- 
ing with prodigality, as if his treasury ovecw 
^ \:ft0wed with riches. 

' XCV. CiBciNA and Valens resolved to 
celebrate the birth**day (a) of their ma»4 
ter with all demonstrations of joy. They 
gave a show of gladiators in every quarter 
of the city, with a displi^ of pomp and 
magnificence beyond all example. Vitek 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JJ36 THEHISrrORY; 

BOOK iiu8 resolved to solemnize the obsequies of 
WW Nero* He erected altars to that empieror 
^'^^' in the Field of Mars, The sight was highly 
^fii?' pleasing to the vile and profligate, but 
gave dis^st to all who had any principle^ 
or a spark of remaining virtue. Victims 
w&n slain, fires were kindled, and the 
torch was carried by the Augustan priesta; 
an order dedicated by Tiberius to the 
Julian family, in imitation of that conse- " 
cmted by Komulus to Tatiiis (b) the Sa- 
bine king. From the victory iat Bedria^ 
cum four, months had not elapsed ; and yet, 
in that short time, Asiaticus, the manu- 
mitted ^ve of the emperor, had already 
accumulated ricihes nothing short of the 
Polycleti, the Patrobii, and others of the 
servile race, whose names have been given 
up to the execration of mankind. The 
court of Vitdlius was .not the scene of 
honest emulation. Nojanan endeavoured 
to rise by his virtue or his; talents, . The 
road to preferment was open to vice 
and luxury. He who entertained the 
prince in the gayest manner, and with 
sumptuous banquets glutted that craving 
appetite, was sure to be in favour. Tq 
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enjoy the present hour, and seize with book 
avidity the pleasures n^r at hand, was, v..»w 
the whole occupation of Vitellius. Future ^'g^. ' 
events and distant consequences gave him ^P* 
no solicitude/ He is said to have dis- 
sipated in a few months no less than 
nine millions of sesterces. Such was the 
sad condition of Rome ; a great yet mise- 
rable city, obliged, in the space of one 
year, to groan under the yoke of an Otho 
and a Vitellius ; and still worse, to suffer 
the depredations of Vinius, Valens, Icelus, 
and Asiaticus, till the people were at 
length transferred, like a herd of slaves, 
to Mucianus and Marcellus (c). New 
men succeeded, but the measures were, 
still the same. 

XCVI. The first intelligence of a re- 
volt, that reached the ear of Vitellius, 
was that of the third legion in lUyricum, 
The account was sent by Apbnius Satur- 
ninus, before that officer had formed his 
resolution to join Vespasian. His dis- 
patches, made up in the first tumult of 
surprise, did not state the whole of the 
mischief The creatures of the court, to 

VOL* V. Z 
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BOOK sooth tirair m^ter, endeavourad to paUinte 
wv^ every circuimtaooe. They called it the 

AUG 

W * seditious s^t of ooe l&fpon only, whik» 
hi^ evefy other army ptemetv^ unshakiea fid^' 
lity^ and there was, thereft)re9 no danger to 
be appfehended. Vitellius addressed tte 
soldi^s to the same effect. He added 
that the prae^twiansy lately disbanded, 
were the' authcyrft of false reports, fabnh 
cated with a "seditious intent to disturb 
the pubUc peaee: but still there was na 
reason to fear a civil war, »He fiiade no 
mentkMi of Vespasian ; and, to suppiess 
all talk among the populace, a band of 
soldiers bad orders to parade the streets^ 
The policy, however, did not answer the 
end. Silence was commanded, and thflf 
people talked with greater freedom. 

XCVII. DisFATCHis WCTB, notwith-f 
standing, sent to .Germany, to Spain, and 
Britain, ^r a supply of men ; but, as Vi* 
tellius wished to conceal tiie ut^ncy of 
his afikirs, his orders were not decisife^ 
and, by consequence, the goteraors of tibet 
province were in no haste to obey* Hoiv 
deoohis Flaccus (a) 9 who coiiimanded on 
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tbe l)anks of tb^ Rhine,' having veasmi to book 
fear 1^ designs of th^ BaUvians, expected wv^ 
to have a trar upon his hands (b\ and ^'^,^* 
tharefope thought it ptudent not to dimi- ^^' 
nish his foPoe. In Britain, Veotiu* Bo- 
lanus tras k^pt in a constant alarm by the 
restless genius of the natives. At the sania 
lime, those two officers began to balance 
between Vitellius and Vespasian. Spain 
thonred no alacrity. That country, left 
¥rith0iit a governor of proconsular author- 
ity, wa$ uader the direction of three cofn* 
manderft of te^on^, all equal in rank, and 
all willing, as l6ng as Vitellius flourished 
ia pfosperity, to hold their employments 
under him, but in the day of distress 
r^ady to atbaffdon bis cause* Affairs in 
Africa wom> a better aspect The legion 
andtbecbborts^ which had been raised in 
that country by Clodius Macer, and dis- - 
baxided by Gaiba, were again embodied 
by order of Vtteliius, and the youiig men 
g£ thenatioh Jw^e&t in crowds* to be enrolled 
in the' seihricudi The fa€* was, Vitellius 
suid :¥es^»fiiaii had beeni ptx)consuls in 
Aimini iheibnitt^ got€tfned with modera- 
tbkii..aiid:mttr »mei»^^6d with gratitude; 

z 2 
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BOOK the latter ificlured the halml of die peo 

w-y^ pie (c). From past traiisactioiiSy the. pro^ 

^Si?' yince and the allies in tbe.neighbourbioQd 

%\^* formed their idea of w)iat they had to ex-^ 

pect under the reign of either of them: 

but the event convinced them of their 

error. 

XCVJII. The exertions in Africa were 
at first carried on with vigour. Valeriu* 
, Festus, the governor of the provincp, co- 
operated with the 2^eal of the people^ but 
in a short time began to waver between 
the contesding parties. In his letters and 
public edicts he stood firm for Vitellius; 
his secret correapcHidence favoured Yeispa^ 
sian ; and, by this dupUcity, he hoped, in 
the end, to make terms for hipiself with 
the conqueror. In Rheetia and the adjar 
cent parts erf Gaul, certain emissaries^ em- 
ployed by Vespasian's friends, wfere seized 
with letters and proclamations in their 
possesion. They were neat ;to YitelliuAj 
and by his order put to death; : Olihers, 
by Aeir pwn addresis, or the jprotedlSoifr of 
their friends^ escaped detection. The cvkt^ 
»quence v^as„ tiifit the joeairans adoptei^ 
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by Vitellius were known to the opposite book 
party, while those of Vespasian remained v.,^v^ 
ian impenetrable secret. The stupidity of ^Y^,^* 
yitelliiis gave the' enemy this advantage ^^' 
in the outset. Afterwards, when the passes 
over the Pannonian Alps (a) were secured 
by a chain of posts, all intelligence by 
land was entirely cut off; and by sea, the 
JEt^ian winds, that favoured the naviga- 
tion to the east, were adverse to the home^- 
ward voyage* 

r XGIX. ViTELttus, finding that the 
afdviinced parties of the enemy had made 
itnlifilption into Italy, and news big \vith 
2fdngei^ arriving from every quarter, gave 
orders to his gienerals to take the iSeld 
without delay. Gaecina undertook the 
command, while- Valens, who was just 
iisen ^dhi a sick bed, remained at Rome 
Ifof^ the 'recovery of his health. The Ger- 
man forces, marching out of the cityi ex- 
hibited an appearance very different from 
the ferocity of their first approach. Their 
strength wasted; their vigour of mind 
depressed ; their numbers thinned ; their 
horses slow and lifeless ; their arms an in- 
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boos; cumbrance ; aad the men df>e(^j[^ \mdeg 

s«^ the heat Qf the season, overpowered by 

^aw.^" tte,dust, and unable to .endure the wean 

^- ther, presented to ^ who beheld tbeif 

mard), a languid, spiritless, and dejeete^ 

army; averse from labour, wd, % thft^ 

reason, ready to revolt. 

. The pharacter of Cedcim muiift: bQ tftij^il 
into 1^6 account* Ambition was his ruUog 
, passion : sloth and indolence, the efl^et of 
success and luxury, were vices newly con- 
tracted ; or, perhpps? nfieditating em> then 
a 'Strobe af perfidy, it >vas part of h^ pla« 
to countenance \Yhatever tendajj tc^ im*. 
pair the v^our of thp araij/ ;Theireyo^ 
of this oonjniander ha$ been aecriibed by 
various writers tQ FLavius Sabipus, who 
had the address, by the n^eai^s of JiubriQ« 
Callus, his intermediate, agent, to aeduo^ 
Ca^dna to th<p^ intf rest of hi* brother^ mk^ 
der positive a^su^ances that the tei'i:«S;;itiT 
pulated between them would be^ ratified 
by yespajsian* The jealousy sub^ting 
between C^cina and Valen&.hd4 itB effect 
on the mind of an aspiring qbief, who saw 
his rival in the highest credit with Vitel^ 
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liiks, and was, therefore, easily persuaded book 
to merit the protection of a new prince- v^-^^yiw 

A.U.G. 

C CiBCiKA took leave of Vitelliuss ^^f* 
4Dd Tieceived at parting the Jiighest marks 
oi distitictioii. He sent forward a deu 
taGhttient of the cavalry to take possession 
i>f Crembtid. The Veterans of the four-^ 
teenth fa/ and sixteenth legions ftillowedj 
tmd Siftejt them the fifth and tw^ty^^-secondi 
The rear was closed by the twenty •fireti 
distiiigutshed by the name of Rapax, and 
ftefittt legion called the Italic, with.the 
in^xiikries of three British legions, and 
the 4oviftf' o^4he auxiiiairy forces. Gsedna 
PftSiB no sodner s^t oiirt dn his expedition^ 
tiiafa Vlateite ser^t ^d^feotlons to the army^ 
^kkieh b^ had (Joiidticled into Italy, to 
wait f<br his* arrivaly acctoi*ding to the plan 
Wliich> h^sftJd, wks settled between hxtit^ 
s^f ^nd Cafecina. But the latter, being on 
the spot, atid» by coijse(|ueiice, * having 
greater Weight and ihfltience, assured the 
men that, upon mature deliberaikion, that 
whole plan, had been altered, to the e^d 
that they might meet the first impression 
of the enemy with the united yigoHr* <if 
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the army. Having thus secured in his 
own bands the wbolp command, he cnv 
^g^;^* dered the legions to proceed by rapid 
^^' marches to Cremona, while a large de- 
tachment went forward to Hostilia fbj. 
He himself turned oflf towards Ravenna, 
under a pretence of conferring with the 
officers of the fleet, but, in fact, with a 
design to make the best of his way to the 
city of Pavia, judging that place the fittest 
for a treasonable convention. , He there 
met Lu^^ilius Bassus (cj^ a man»vwho, faom 
H squadron of horse,; had been rai^sed by 
Vit^Hius to the command : of . two fleets^ 
9ne at Ravenna, and .the; other at Mise? 
num. Not content with that sudden ri^^ 
he thought himsdf fp:ititled to be npade 
prefect of the prae;torian guards,' Hb^t 
disappointment he considered r4s an in^ 
jury, and therefore resolji^ed to gratify hi» 
unjust resentment by a stroke of perjSh 
dy, ' For this purpose he joined. Caacina. 
Which seduced the other, cannot now be 
known. Two evil minds might form the 
same black design, and, having formed it, 
they would fipd in congenial quahties A 
secret impulse to each other. 
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• CI. lif the memoirs of various authors book 
who comppsed their work during the reign y^..^^^ 
of the Flavian family faj^ we are toM that ^g^;^* 
CBecina acted on the most upright princi-^ ^^* 
pies, with, a view to the pubhc tranquil* 
lity, and the good of his country. But 
this seems to be the language of flattery 
to the reigning prince. The conduct of 
Cdecina may be fairly traced to other mo- 
tives* The natural inconstancy of the 
man, and, after his treachery to Galba, 
the confirmed habit of betraying without 
a blush, would be sufficient to remove all 
doubt, if we had not to add to the ac- 
count his disappointed ambition, and the 
corrosions of envy, with which he saw 
himself eclipsed by the superior genius of 
his rival. Rather than be supplanted by 
others in the esteem of Vitellius, the ruin 
of that emperor was his remedy. 

Having settled his p!an of operations 
with Bassus, Caecina once more put him- 
self ai the head of the legions, and by va- 
rious artifices began to undermine the in- 
terest of VitelliuSj and wean the centurions 
and soldiers from all affection for his per- 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



246 THE HiarittiY or TAcrroa 

BOOS acm. Bassus^ on his part, was equallj to 
tive, and met with little difBcul^. The 



^8^.^' officers and men belonging to the fleet re^ 
^^^ memfaerkd *that they had lately distin^ 
guisfaed themselves in the cause of Otho^ 
and were therefore i«idy to declare 
agaitet the enemy who had triumphed 
overhitn. ? 
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NOTEg 



ON 



^HE yiRST BOOK 

OF - 

THE HISTORY. 



Section 1. 

(a) TaCTTUS computes 8«0 years from the founda^ 
tion of Rome to the end of Neiro, when the following 
History begins. The battle of Actium was iH the year'of 
Rome 7%^; from that tiihe the reigns of Augustus and 
the succeedmg emperors form a period of 98 years to th# 
end of Nero, who died A. U. C. 821. 

(b) The history of Rome to the end of the republic^ is 
emphatically called by Tacitus the history of the Roman 
people. From the battle of Actium, it is properly the his^ 
tory of the emperors. 

(c) Tacitus was, probably, raised to the office of quae* 
ttor by Vespasian, and perhaps to the senatorian rank. 
tJnder Titus he advanced, in the regular gradation of the 
magistracy, to the functions either of tribune oriedile ; 
'wd in the time of Dbmitian he was one of the quinde- 
jCimviral college, as well a^ praetor. See Annals, xi» 

s. n. 

{dj It is evident from this passage <hat Tacitus pub- 
lished hi» History in the reign of Trajan, since Nerva is 
called the Deified Nerva, and the apotheosis of th6 em- 
perort was alMr«ys after their death. ■ Nerva began h» 
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reign A. U. C. 849, and died In the year 851, when Tra- 
jan succeeded by adqj^bii. 

8ecHo» n. 

(a) The luslery inclwle^ the whele time frmn^e first 
of Galba to the assassination of Domitiaji i and, for that 
reason, some of the commeitators are of opinion that the 
four princes put to the sword are Galba, Otho, Vitellius, 
and Domitian*. Others^ observing tfiat the whole of Do- 
mitian's reign is lost, adapt their notions to the present 
state of our author's work, and reckon Piso, who was 
adopted by Galba, one of the four murdered princes. 

(b) The- insuiT^cjjon ;again6t Galba wa9 ap act of sud# 
den violence; 4oaa beefin and ended. Tt^ tihreit ^^ 
wars were ^ £ol)q^8: 1. Qtho and VitelUus: ft.*V!«> 
telliuaand Vesposiaa; 3. LucUu Ac^nim ^nd DonutiaOi 
iU U. C. 84^« The i^ccount of thU last war is lort« All 
that can be collected at psesent is^ that Antonios, wb^ 
comaoanded the legpons on the Upper Rhine, faroried a 
league with some pf tbe German nation«^ aad decLired 
war ugainat Domiti an. He bai^rded a battle with LuciMf 
Maximu^ aiid met with a total overthvaw. (fe was siaiQ 
lo the eng2q[em«9t. Suetr in E)omitiaO| s* vi. The fo^ 
feign wars that diitracte4 tb^ empirm, dufiof the rage ^ 
civil pommotiopsy were, one in Judea> and the ot|ier witll 
Civilis, tbe Batavian chief* 

(cj Britain was finally subdued lo tbe reign df Bodu* 
tian. See the Life of Agric^lia. It was afternsanda nf^ 
lected and almost lost. 

(d) FortbeSamiAtians^iidtbeSueviaas^af^liiaGfo- 
grapbicid T^le* 

(^) For more of the paeten^ed Neit>, see Qist, ils; & 
Tbe FartfiiaDS were pn tbe pcnnt of decbmog >rar Jo fa« 
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«our of Aoorttat' unpostdir, who look the tame of 'Nero, in 
ttie reign of Titus, A. U. C. 834, and afterwards id the 
^ign of Domkian, A. U. .841* 

(fj The cities of Herculaneumand Pompeii were ^e» 
stroyed by an eruption of the lava of Mount Vesuvius, in 
the beginqing of Titus's reign, A. U. C. 832. 

(g) See the conflagration of the CUf^t^, Hist. Hi. s. 67 

and 71* 

{h) Collectors of the imperial revenue were inatituted 
by the emperon, in order to entrench on the power of the 
proconsuls, who were the proper officers in all the provllH 
ces that remained under the authority of the senate. In- 
fermers were raised to the office of imperial proeurators^ 
and obtained weight and influence in the cabinet. Adep^ 
ti procurationes et interhrem patentiam* 

. («). The treachery of friends was the soourge and pest of 
society for several years. Trajan repressed tlie misehieC 
See his praise for that public benefit in Pliny's Paoegyric^ 
s, 42. Reddita est ataicis fides, liberis pietas, ob^tffui^ia 
"servis. 

Section III. 

(a) Some of the commentators have objected to tlie 
sentiment expressed by Tacitus in this place. Brotier calU 
it atrox sententia. But wliatis the fair construction? It 
is this: The crimes of the Roman people were such, that 
they could no longer expect the protection of the gods. 
They had drawn down the vengeance of heaven. Lucaa 
has a similar sentiment : 

Felix Roma qliidem, civ^esiqpu^ habit^ ^ beatps^ 
Si LibeltatiB superis tarn fium fuiQset, . 

QHam vindii^ (dacet. 

Pharsal. lib. iv. yter. 107» 
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( See Cicero to the same effiBCtyDeNaUDeotum^ lib. UL 
a.32. 

Sectim IV. ' 
(a) Galba, who was not arrived from Spain. 

Section V. • 
(a) The prsetorian guards had shown themselves^ at all 
times, fitmly attached to the Csesarean &mily. 
' (b) For an account of Nympfaidiu9 and his rash ambi- 
tion, see the Appendix to the Sixteenth Book of the An* 
uals. 

'. (c) The rigour with which Galba supported and en- 
forced military discipline, is stated by Suetonius, in Galba^ 

Section VI. 

(a) For Titus Vinius and Cornelius Laco, sec the Apr 
pendix to the Sixte enth Book of the Annals. 

Q>) For Galba^s journey from Spain, the &te of Cingo- 
tllus Varro, and Petronius Turpilianus, see Appendix to 
Annak, xvi. ; and this book, s. 37* 

(c) See also in the same Appends, an account of the 
slaughter committed near the gates of Rome by Galba'9 
order; and thxs;boolc, s. 37. 

(d) Nero had formed a new legion composed of men. 
draughted from the marines. See thb book, s. 3 1. 

(e) The forces from Britain and Germany, which Nero 
had sent forward on a wild expedition to the straits of the 
Caspian Sea, were all recalled to quell the insurrection of 
Vindex in Gaul. 

if) See the Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

{g) For the rebellion in Gaul, excited by the enterpris- 
ing spirit and undaunted courage of Vindex^ see Appendix 
to Annals, xvi. 
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Section VII. 

faj The murder of Fontelus Capito on the Lower 
Rhine, and of Clodius M acer in Africa, has been related in 
the Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

fbj Gralba, at his elevation to the imperial dignity, was 
seventy-three years old. See the Appendix to Annals, 
xvi. " 

Section VIII. 

(a) Cluvius Rufus was a writer of history. Pliny the 
younger says, he told his friend Verginius, If you meet 
with any thing in my History that gives you ofFence, you 
will be so good as to remember, that History must not be- 
tray the cause of Truth. You know, replied Verginius, 
that whatever I have done, it has been ever my wish to 
have all my actions faithfully related by such a writer as 
yourself. Pliny, lib. ix. epist. 19. 

fbj The people of Gaul, who- stood for Vindex, were 
-the Sequani, the iEdui, and the Arverni ; for whom see 
the Geographical Table iat the end of the Eighth Volume. 
The states that lay near the legions on the Upper and 
Lower Rhine, were the Lingones and the Remi. See 
the Geographical Table at the end of the Eighth Volume. 

(c) The German armies obtained a complete victory 
over Vindex at Vesontium. See the Appendix to Annals, 
xvi. 

(d) Verginius commanded the legions on the Upper 
Rhine. For an account of him and his conduct, see the 
Appendix to the Annals, xvi. s. 12. When he was re-^ 
called by Galba, Hordeonius Flaccus succeeded to the com- 
mand. 

Section IX, 
faj Thh was Vitellius, whom in the sequel we shall 
see emperor of Romie. Galba sent him to command on, 
VOL. V. 2 a 
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the Lower Rhine, wfalile Hordeooms Flaccus, a man in 
years, and greatly afflicted with the gout^ was likely to 
remainr inactive in the proviqce of Upper Germany. See 
Suet« in Vitellio, s, 7* ' 

{b) The short reflection of Tacitus on the appoint^ 
ment of Vitellius, is understood two different ways by 
the commentators. According to some, the true v read- 
ing is, Id satis videbatUTy That by Galba was thought 
sufficient ; according to others, Id fatis videbaiur. The 
fates ordained it. The last is in the manner of Tacitus, 
and therefore adopted in the translation. 

Seaion X. 
(a) See the History, book ii. s. 1. 

Section XL 

(a) It has been mentioned in former notes, that it 
was the policy of Augustus to keep the management of 
Egypt, the great corn-market of Rome, in hb own hands. 
/ The expression of Tacitus is remarkable ; domi retinere, 
to reserve the administration for his own cabinet-council. 
See Annals, ii. s. &9. 

(6) Tiberius Alexander is said to be a native of Egypt; 
but, to qualify him f6r the office of governor, he was made 
a Roman knight. He was probably the same person who 
is mentioned. Annals, xv. s. £8». 

(c) For Mauritania, Rjisetia, Noricum, and Thracia, 
see the Geographical Table at the end of the Eighth Vo- 
lume. 

Section XIL 

(a) Belgic Gaul began finom the Scheld {L'E^cmt} 
aud extended to the river Sequana (the Seine). The 
revolt of the legions on the Upper Rhine is rdated by 
Suetonius, in Galba^ s. 16. 
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SecHmXah 

(a) Icelus, the favourite freedmah, has been mentioned 
in the Appendix to Annals, xvi. s. 13. See Pliny the el- 
der, lib. xxxiii. s. 2. 

^ (fc) For Otho's connection with Poppsea, see Annals, xiii. 
s. 45 and 46. ^ 

Section laV. 

(a) Suetonius says, Pisonem Licbuanum, nobilem 
egregiumque juvenem, ac sibi olim probaiissimum, testa- 
meiitoque semper in bond et nomen adscitum, repente i 
medid salutantium turbd appreh^^it^ Jiliumque appel- 
lans, pei'duxit in castra^ ae ptQ condone adoptavit. 
Suet, in Galba, s. I7. According to this accouj^t, Galba 
was determined in his choice, and did o^ot want the advice 
of Laco. He adopted Piso ftopi inclination, propria elec* 
Hone. Plutarch, in the Life of Galba, gives the same ac- 
count. For an account of Piso's p^,digree, see Broti^r> 
4to edition, vol. iii. page 365. 

Section XV. 

(a) Romulus classed the citizens of Rome in thirty curt-' 
iiSy and from that circumstance the Lex Curiata took its 
name. The law was enacted by the people assembled in 
their several curias. See Annals, xi. ^. 22. 

(b) Piso's father, mother, and brother, Avere put to death 
by Claudius. Another brother (the oonspiracy against 
Nero being detecte4) op^Qtl^ his veins and bled to death. 
See Annals, xv, s. 59. 

Seetim XVHL 
(a) Tlmnder njad lightnin]^ were always considered by 
Ae Roo^ns as a warninj^ not ^o transact public business* 

, 2a2 
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Jove tonantefjulgurante, coimtia populi habere nefas. Ci- 
cero De DIviQatione, lib. ii, s. 18. 

(b) According to a military custom, established in an 
early period of the commonwealth, every Roman soldier 
chose his favourite comrade, and by that tie of friendship 
all were mutually bound to share every danger with their 
fellows. The consequence was, that a warlike spirit per- 
vaded the wholfe army. See Livy, lib. ix. s- 39. 

Section XX. 
(a) See Suetonius, in Galba, s. 15. 

Section XXI. 

(a) See in Suetonius ah account of Otho's circum- ^ 
stances, and his expensive luxury. Ofho did not scru- 
ple to say, that nothing short of the imperial power could 
save him from utter ,ruin ; and whether he died in battle, 
or fell a victim to his creditors, was immaterial. Nisi 
principem se stare non posse ; nihilque referre, ah Iioste in 
adcy an injbro sub credit&iibus caderet. Suet, in Otho, 
s. 5. See also Plutarch, in the Life of Galba. 

(b) Piso had been by Nero ordered into exile, and 
might probably return with a mind exasperated, and deep- 
smothered resentment, according to the verses made against 
Tiberius, during his retreat in the isle of Rhodes. 

-Regnabit sanguine multo 



Ad regnuni quisquis venit kh exilio. 

SinsT. inTib. s. 59. 

Section XXII. 

(a) The character of Otho, as liere delineated by the 
unerring pencil of Tacitus, is finely copied by Comellle 
in his tragedy, entitled Otho. A review of the various^ 
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passages, which are transplanted into the French play, 
would be an agreeable amusement to every reader of taste, 
but cannot be comprised within the limits of a note. It 
will be sufficient to state what Corneille himself has said in 
the preface to his tragedy. He makes it his boast that he 
translated as much as he possibly could ; and it does not 
appear that the malignant critics of that day charged him 
with petty larceny, or railed at him with virulence for the 
use which he thought proper to make of a great historian. 
Corneille's words are as follows : he sujet de cette tragedie 
est tirS de Tacitey qui commence ses histoirespar celle^ci. 
Les caracteres de ceux quej'yfaisparler, y scmt les mimes' 
que chez cet incomparable auteur, qmfai traduit tantcpi^il 
nCa iU possible. 

Section XXVn. 

(a) The place called Velabrum lay between the Forum 
and Mount Palatine. The Millarium aureum was at the 
upper part of the Forum." The Temple of Saturn was at 
the foot of the Capitoline Hill. 

{b) See Suetonius, Life of Otho, s. 6. 

Section XXX. 

(a) See Juvenal's description of Otho's eflFeminacy, 
and his looking*glass, sat. ii. ver. 99. 

Section XXXI. 

(a) A portico built by Vipsanius Agrippa in the field of 
Mars. Horace says, 



-Cum bene notum 



Porticus Agrippee, et Via te cohspexerit Appt. 

HoR» lib. 1. epist. G» 
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Seetim XXXV. 
(a) Suetonius says, Galba put oh his bxta$t-|>Iatf , 
observing, at the same time^ that it would be a poor 
defence against so many swords* Life bf Galba, s. ID. 
Plutarch xclates that the soldier, being asked by Galba, 
Who gave him orders, hiid the spirit to answer, ^ My oath 
imd my duty/' 

Seetim XXXVI. 

(a) In every Roman camp the statue of the emperor ' 
was placed in the tribunal, at the head-quarters of the ge« 
neral. Sele Antmld^ xv. sw 29. 

(ft) The form of the military oath was as follows: JU- 
rant miHtes, omnia se stremicfactwroSj qua pneceperit tm- 
perator; nunquam desertufos militiamy nee mortem recusa-^ 
iuros pro Bomma fepublicd. Vegetius, lib. ii. cap. 5i 

Seciim XXXVn, 

(a) See the Appendix to AtmMs, xvi. 
> (b) Polycletus, Vatinius> Helius, and Halotiis, W'ens fo- 
vourite freedmen, who rose to wealth and honours in the 
leign of Nero. For vuke of iiali^tUs^ see Suet, in Galba, 
s. 15. 

(c) Vinius alone had amassed riches enough h> disch&tge 
the donative, which had been promised to the soldiers by 
Nymphidius, in the name <tf Galba> but which was still 
withheld, See Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

Section XLI, 

(a) This was in the Forum, htear the Rostra. It has 
been observted in a formier ndte^ that the Puljnt of 
Harangues was tidpra^ with the beaks pf ships, and 
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tli6iic6 called HoHra. For Galba's death and. funeral^ see 
Suetonius in G^tba, s, 20. 

Sectum XLIL 

(aj Galba laboured under the weight of ^crimes com- 
tnitted by his minister, Titus Vinius, who is said to have 
been au accompliee lit the plot, which was'occasioned by 
his own iniquity* 

Section XLIV. 

(a) On seeing the head of Galba, Otho cried out, This 
Is nothing, my fellow'^oldiers : bring me the head of PIso. 
See Plutarch, Idfe of Galba. 

Section XLVt 

. YaJ Flavius Sabinus had been appointed prefect of the 
city by Nerd. The «>ldiers loved the vices of the former 
reign, and for that reason continued Sabinus in the same 
office. Fbr more of Sabinus, see History, ii. s. 7^ ^x^d '^5 ; 
and Suet, in Vespasian, s. 1. 

Section XLVII. 

faj The two - consuls, Galba and Vinius, being cut 
off, the power of convening the senate devolved to the city 
prsetor. See Cicero's epistles, lib. x. epist. 12. 

(b) For Verania, the wife of Piso, see Pliny the conisul, 
lib. ii. epist. 20. 

(c) Crispina, the daughter of Vinius, bought her fa- 
ther^« head at a great price from the bands of assassins» 
Plutarch, Life of Galba. 

Section XLVIII. 

(a)* Calvisius Sabinus, mentioned in this place, was 

probably the petson who, in Caligula's rdgn, commanded 

in Pannonia, and, on his return to Rome, was compened 

/ 
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to end his days, A. U. C. 792. His .wife Cornelia, whom 
we jSnd abandoned-to her libidinous passions, almost re* 
deemed her character in the last act of her life. She pe- 
rished with her husband. Seneca talks of a person of 
the name of CalvisiusSabinus, who, he says, did not know 
how to enjoy his success in the w<^ld with moderation; 
but whether tlmt was the Sabinus of Tacitus is uncertain. 
Nunqttam vidi hominem heaJtum iridecen^/ija.' Seneca^ 
epistxxvii. | 

Section L, . 

, (a) The battle of Pharsalia was A. U. C. 706; that of 
^Mutina^ between Marc Antony and the consuls Hirtius 
/ aniPansa, 711 5 of Philippi, in the year of Rome 712; 
and the siege of Penisia, A. U. C. 714. - 

(6) Vespasian, in the reign of Caligula, was a time-serv- 
ing flatterer; and,, being afterwards overwhelmed with 
debts, was a man of an equivocal character. See Suet, in 
Vespas. 8. 2,3, and4* 

Section LI. 
(a) For the revolt of Vindex, and the overthrow of his 
army, se^ the Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

Section LIJ. 
(a) See Suetonius, in Vitellio, s. 7« 

Section LVI* 
(a) For Colonia Agrippinensis, see the Geographical 
Table at the end of the Eighth Volume, 

Section LVIL 

(a) The first legion was probably stationed at Bonna. 
See the Geographical Table at the end of the Eighth Vo- 
lume. 

V 
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Section LIX. 
(a) For the legion called the Italic, see History, iL s» 6, 
note (c). 

(6) The Taurinian, squadron was so called from the 
Taurini, or people of Turin. See the Geographical 
Table at the end of the Eighth Volume. 
Section LX. 
(a) For Trebellius Maximus, see Life of Agricola, 
s. 16. 

Section LXI» 

(a) The vast range of mountains called the Alps, sepa- 
rating. Italy from Gaul and Germany, were divided into se* 
veral parts, which have their distinct names, such as Cottian 
Alps, Penine Alps, &c. See the Geographical Table at 
the end of the Eighth Volume. 

Sectim LXII. 
(a) For the sloth, drunkenness, and other vices, of 
Vitellius, see Suetonius, in Vitel. «. 17. 
(b)' Suetonius, in Vitel. s.8. 

Sectim LXIII. 

(a) For Divodurum, and the Mediomatrici, see the 
Geographical Table at the end of the Eighth Volume. 
Section IXLY. 

(a) The original says, in civitate Leucorum; but it 
should be remembered that dvitasy as used by Tacitus and 
other Roman writers, generally implies a state, and not a 
city in the modern acceptation of the word. For the 
Leuci, see the Geographical Table at the end of the 
Eighth Volume. * 

{b) See this book, s. 59. 

(c) Thi$ cohort was usually quartered at Lyons. See 
Annals, iii. s. 41. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Seetidn LXV. 

(a) For the animosity that subsisted between the p6o* 
pie of LygduQutn (Lyons) and the city of Vienn6, see 
the Appendix to Annals^ xvi ; and for Vienne, see the Geo- 
graphical Table at the end of the Eighth' Volume. 

(b) The people of Lyons waged war against Vipdex, and 
on that account Galba made them feel his resentment. 

(c) The cities of Lyons and Vienne Were separated by 
the river Rhodanus, now the Rhone. 

' (d) The people of VIenile favoured the revolt of Vin- 
i&tk See th6 Appendix to Annals, xvi, 

Sedim LXVl, 

(a) Olive-branches and sacred vestmelits were usually 
displayed in cases of distress, when the conquered sued 
for mercy. So We read in Livy : Ramos oletB ac veld* 
fhenta supplicum porrigenteSf orare, Ut fetiperent sese, te^ 
cepiosqn^ tutdrentur. Livy, lib. xidv. s. SO. 

SHtion LXVIl. 

' (a) The territory of the Helvetii was a.part of Celtic 
Gaul, more extensive than what is now called Switzerland. 
, The people are celebrated by Julius Csesar for their 
milStaty virtue, and constant warfare with the Germans. ^ 
Heheiiireliquos Galhs i!)iftUU ptaceduntf qmOdfere quo* 
tidianis ptdeliis cufn Germaifds emtendant^ cutii ctut stdsjt^ 
fdbus eos prohibefity aut ipsi in eorum finlbiis hellnm ge* 
runt. Caesar Bell. Gall. lib. i. s. 1. 

(6) Brotier says, this place was called in ancient in* 
scriptions, Respublica aquensis, on account of the salubri- 
ty of the waters. He supposes it to be what is no^w called 
fiadeUf in the territory of Switzerland. 
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Sfkctwn I4XVIU. 

(a) For Mons Vocetius, see the Geographical Table at 
the end of the Eighth Volume* 

(Jb) For Ardnticum, see the Geographical Table. 

Section LXX. ' 

Xa) Tlie Jla SyUan^ was a body of cavalry, originally 
raised by Sylla. For the Padus.(now the PoJ, seethe 
Geographical Tafcle at the end o^ the Eighth Volume, 

(b) Vitellius had been proconsul in Africa, where he 
administered the af&irs of the province with an wible« 
mished reputation. Suetonius, in Vitell. s. 5,. 

(c) For the municipal cities here enumerated, see the 
Geographical Table at the end of the Eighth Volume, ' 

(d) The squadron of "horse, called Ala Peirino, had 
been stationed in Cumberland, as appears by a lapidary in- 
scription set forth in Camden's Britannia. 

* {e) See the Geographical Table at the end of the Eighth 
Volume. 

(J) Penine Alps; see the Geographical Table at the 
end of the Eighth Volume* 'The Subsignamis Miles, 
mentioned in thid (mssage, means the soldier who fought 
under the colours, VesAlMy and not under the Eagles. 
The auxiliaries, the veterans detained in the service, and 
the meti draughted from the legions, were of this descrip- 
tion. 

Section LXXI. 
(a) Otho, to appease the fury of the soldiers, had 
thrown Marius Celsus into prison. At that time, he 
could instigate the soldiers to perpetrate any ati*ocioutf 
deed, but to comknand them to forbear Was not iu his 
power; Othom ^mdum aucC^H^ai ineratad prohibin^ 
dum scelus ; juberejam poteraU See thiis book> s. xlv. 
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SectimLXXil4 

(a) llgellinus has been often mentioned. See Annals, 
xiv. s. 67; XV. S.37; and Appendix to Annak,xvi; . 

(b) For Sinuessa, see Annals, xii. s. 66 ; and see the 
Geographical Table at the end of the Eighth Volume. 

Sectim LXXm. 

(a) For Calvia Crispinilla, see Appendix to Annals,, xvi.; 
and see Plutarch, in Galba, * 

Section LXXV. 
(o) Suetonius, in Vitell. ^. 6. 

Seciim LXXVIL' 

(a) The number of Consuls, in the course of this 
eventful year, was so great, that it will not be useless to 
place the list in one view before the eye of the reader. 
^ A. U. C. 822. Consuls. 

On the Kalends of January, f Galba, 
Hist. i. s. 1. tVinius. 

Kalends of March, C Salvius Otho, 

Hist. i. £• 77- |Titianus Otho. 
Kalends of May, C Verginius Rufus, 

Hist. i. s. 77- 1 Pompeius Vopiscus. 
Kalends of July, C C^lius Sabinus, 

Hist. i. s. 77* t Flavius Sabinus. 
Kalends of Septem- f Arrius Antoninus, 

her, Hist. i. s. 77- X Marius Celsus. 
Kalends of Novem- C Fabius Valens, 

her, tlist. ii. s. 1. (.Alienus Csecina. 

Csecina being pronounced a traitor by the senate, on the 
day before the kalends of January, A. U. C. 823, the 
consul for a single day, being the last of the year, was Ro- 
sius Regulus. Hist. iii. s* 37^ . •> 
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(6) Arrius Antoninus, who appears in the foregoing l|st 
of the consuls, was grandfather to Antoninus Pius, the up- 
right and virtuous emperor. See letters to him by the 
younger Pliny, lib, iv. epist. 3 and 18; lib. v. epist. 10. 

(c) For Cadius Rufus, see Annals, xii. s. 22. For Pedius 
Blsesus, see Annals, xiv* s. 18. 

Section LXXVIU. 

(a) For ther cities of Hispalis and Emerita, see the 
Geographical Table at the end of the Eighth Volume. 

(b) See Suetonius, Life of Otho, s. 7- 

Section LXXXIV. 

(a) This rule of military subordination stands confirmed 
by^experience in every age and country. We read ia 
Livy a speech of Paulus iEmilius to the same effect. 
Umim imperatorem in exercitu providere et consulerej quid 
agendum sit^ debere, nunc per se, nunc cum iis qwos advoca*- 
verit in con^lium. In quo eocet'dtUy milites, consul^ et impe- 
ratOTy rumorihus vulgi circumagunlur, ibi nihil salutare 
esse. Livy, lib. xliv. s. 34. 

Section LXXXVL 

(a) The isle in the Tiber, now called Isola di St Bar- 
tohmeo.. 

(b) The 3ublician Bridge, so called, because built with 
wood. A foundation of solid marble was laid afterwards, 
but nothing remains at present but the ruins. 

Sectim LXXXVII. 
(a) See Annals, xiii. s, 24. 
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Section hXXi^m. 

(<0 See the Geographical Table at the end of the 
Eighth VokiHie/ 

SectiQn LXXXIXf 

(a) Furius CamiUus Scrihonianus commanded in Dal« 
matia, A. U. C. 7^^- Being a man of enterprise and bold 
ambition, he induced the soldiers to swear fidelity to him^ 
^elf^ ^nd went into open rebellion. His letters to th^ em- 
peror Claudkis were writtep in a tone of menace, requiring 
him to abdicate, and live a private citizen. In the mean 
time, the rebel legions^ with the versatility common to the 
military mind, returned to their duty; Scrihonianus fled 
to a small island of. the Adriatic, on the coast of lUy- 
ricum, and there was seized and put to death by Vola- 
ginius, a cbmmpn soldier, on the fifth day of his revolt. 
Suetonius, in Claudio, s. 35. See Tacitus, Hist. ii. 

s. 7s. 

(b) Numa, the founder of religious ceremonies, made 
the Romans believe, that as long as they preserved the ce- 
lestial arms, called \/fnciZia, which, he said, were sent down 
by the gods, Rome would prove invincible, and triumph 
over all her enemies. Accordingly we read in Livy the 
procession of the Salian priests, on stated days, attending 
the Ancilia with song and dance through the streets of 
Rgme. Salios ccslestia armoj qiia Ancilia appellaniur, 
Jerre, acper urbem ire cancntes carmiiia cum tripudiis so^ 

lemnique mUaiujnsserat Numa. Livy, lib. i. s. 20. This 
institution was neglected by Otho. Suetonius, Life of 
Otho, s, 8. 
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Section XC, 

(a) M. Valerius Trachalus was jyint consul with Si* 
lius Italicus, A. U, C. 82L See Appendix to Annals^ 
xvi. 

(b) Otho fcft the city of Rome on the 24th day of 
March, as appears from Suetonius, who mentions his 
neglect oi the institutions relating to the Ancilia, as an 
inauspicious begijuiing of the war. Suetonius add$> 
that he set out on the day when all who paid theik* 
worship to the mother of the gods began the usual ceremo* 
nies. Now that day was the~9th of the kalends of April, 
which answers to the 24th of March. See Suetonius, Life 
of Otho, s. 8. 
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ON 

THE SECOND BOOK 

OF 

THE HISTORY. 



Section I. 



(a) Tacitus says that fortune was then laying the 
foundation of a new imperial house, which proved to be 
beneficiahand disastrous to the people, and also to the very 
fEunily that was raised to that pre-eminence. This is per- 
fectly clear, when we consider, that Rome was happy under 
Vespasian and Titus, but groaned under Domitian, till the 
tyrant was destroyed, and the Flavian line was extinguished. 

(i^) Titus, at this time, was in his twenty-eighth year. 
By the favour of Narcissus, to whom Vespasian paid his 
court, Titus was educated in the palace with Biitannicus, 
the son of Claudius. The prince, then destined by his 
father, to succeed to the empire, was cut off by the vil- 
lainy of Nero; and Titus, whose elevation was not then 
foreseen, lived to be the delight of the Roman people. 

(c) Suetonius tells us thai Narcissus, the favourite 
freedman, consulted a fortune-teller about the destiny of 
Britannicus : the answer was unfavourable to the young 
prince, but assured Titus that he was born to the imperial 
dignity. Soetonius^ in Tito, s* 2. 
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Section n. 

(a) Berenice was sistet to Agrippa IL and wife of He- 
rod, king of Chalcb, in Syria. F*or more of her, and het 
connexion with Htusjsee Appendix to Hist. v. s. 21. 

(b) When Titus no longer sails along the coast, but puts 
off to sea, Tacitus calls it a bolder voyage, audentioribus 
spatils ; an expression, which, in the present state of navi- 
gatiofl, may provoke the smile of a mariner- The com- 
pass was not invented, and men did not like to lose sight of 
the shore. 

' (c) At the town of Paphos, which stood on the western 
side of the isle of Cyprus, a temple was dedicated to Venus- 
thence called the Paphian Venus. The account of the rites 
and ceremonies, which Tacitus gives us, has been con* 
demned by some critics as an idle digression : but when it 
is considered that the history of superstition was not unin-* 
teresting to the Romans, this passage will not be thought 
improper. The great historian has been charged with ir- 
religion ; but the attention shown on this occasion, and 
many others^ to the various modes of worship, may serve 
to vindicate his clwuracter. 

Section III. 

(tt) Amas has been mentioned in another place, as the 
fouBder of the Papliian tesople : Annals, liL s. 63. Tac|^ 
tii» adds, that the name of Aerias was applied by many to 
tbe go4dt8d herself; and accordingly, Pausanias, lib. i.cap. 
14^ calls her Ov^aylav. 

(b) Cinyrasiis said by ApoKodonis to have been one of 
the kings of Assyria. 

(c) Thamiras introdiKsed the sd'enoe of augury, which 
was founded altogi^ther in deceit and fraud. Accordingly, 
we find that care was taken to keep it in the hands 

VOL, V. 2 b 

* Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



S70 , KOTES ON THE 

of two femilies^ that the secret of the art might not trans- 

(d) This circumstance is mentioned by Pliny in his Na- 
tural History. Celehre fanum hqbet Veneris Paphos^ in 
cujus quandam aram rumimpluit Pliny, lib. ii. s. 96. 

(e) The worship paid to Venus, as the parent of the 
whole animal creation, was of ancient date, and known 
for ages to the Assyrians. The rude state of sculpture 
may^ perhaps, account for the representation of the 
goddess, as described by Tacitus. Clemens of Alexandria 
makes that observation. The statuary, he says, had not 
the skill to give the elegance of symmetry and proportion: 
he therefore left the form and delicacy of Venus to the 
imagination* As Ovid saysj^ si qua latent, meliora pft- 
tat\ 

Section IV. 
. (a) The rapid success of Vespasian had well nigh ended 
the Jewish war. Jerusalem was the only place that held 
out. See the Appendix to Annals, xvi. & 10; and the 
Appendix to Hbt. v. s. 3. 

Sectim VI. 

{a) The Parthians were originally a people from Scy- 
thia: in process of time, when their empire grew in 
strength, they became the grand rivals of the Romans. 
The overthrow of X]!rassus is well known. Both nations 
experienced alternate disasters in the course of tjdeir vari- 
ous wars. See Annals, xv. s. 24 and 27. 
': (b) The last civil war was that between Vkidex an6 Ne- 
ro. See Appendix to Annals, xvi. s. 12. 

(c) It will be proper^ in this place, to state the names of 
tlie Roman legions, and the places where they* were 
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(Stationed. A short, but clear, account of this matter will 
help to remove the difficulties which might otherwise oc^ 
cur in the sequel of the history. 'Brotier has performed 
this useful task with his usual accui^ey. See quarto edi- 
tion, vol. iii. p. 408. A compendious view of what he has 
said on th^ subject will, perhaps, be acceptable ; as it will 
show the whole strength of the empire in the important 
crisis now before usi^ 
The names of the several legions were as follow : 

I. Legio Prima, the fim legion. 

2.. Lbgis Prima Italica, tlie first Italic le^on, raised 
b^ Nero, as appears in Dio, lib. Iv. 

3. Lbgio Prima Ad jUTRix, an additional legion, acf^- 
cording to Dio raised by Nero from the marines^ and fbf 
that reason, called hegio Prima Adjutrix Classieorum. 
^. 4t» Lbgio Sbcunda, the second legion. 

5. Lbgio Sbcunda Adjutrix, raised by VespftrilaftL 
during, the war with Vitellius. 

6. Lbgio Tbrtia,^ the third legion ; stationed in Sy- 
ria* 

7* Lbgio Tbr^ia; another, called also the third, in 
Egypt. 

8. Lbgio Tbrtia ,* another, stationed in Africa. 

9. Lbgio Quarta, the fomrth legion, called, to distin^ 
gulsh it from another fourth legion^ Legio Qiiarta Mace-* 

10. Lbgio Quarta, another fourth legion, called, fot 
the sake of distinction, Lep/o Quarta Scythica. 

II. Lbgio Quinta, the fifth legion. 

12. Lbgio Quinta Macbdonica, the fifth legioi/, 
called the Macedoman. 

13. Lagio Sb3lta, the sixth legion, sometime called^ 
Legio Sexta Viehix^ ^ 

2b2 
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14. Leoio Ssxta Fbrrata; ai^pther sixtli legioiiy 
with the addition of Fenaiaf to dbtiQguitft it from tbe 
formcn : - 

15. Lbgio Sj^FTUf a Claubj ana, tbe sfeventh^ calted 
alda the CJoudian. . . 

I64 LBCtfo Sbptlma 6ai;biana, the sjevejaOiy csflled 
the Gaibiois. 

17. Legio Octavaj the eighth le^dn^ aoBftetiotet 
called ^Ayvida. 

18. Legio Nona, the math legion; sonbettmesl called 
Gemina, bedause it was one legioi> formed oit of two.. . 

19. Lbgio Dbcima, the tetifli: le^n, quartered ifi 

20* LsGto Dutiwtt another tebth legion,^ qaarfered 
inJ«i4^Qa« , 

21. Legio UNl>BCiMA^tlK eleventh l8gi6n,sonletilne» 
;Ti^ the additional title of CZozfdiano. 

22. Lbgio DuoDEciMA, the twdfth legionyacxnetiiiife 
eiffled Legid Buodedmi Tvimmea.. 

23. Lbgk> Tertia Dbcima, the thirteenth legiejv 
called idso GbaAna, becaxifleconiposed of two^ united, ijito 
one. Legio Quarta Decima, the fourteenth legiaai . 

24. l*BGio QaiNTAi OseiitAy the fifteenth kgiob,.^^ta« 
lloned in the Lower Genfciaay* 

. 25; Legio ChJiNTA'I^tii'A^ aitiodierfiftcmiOiileg&M^ 
quartered in Judaea, sometin^ called Z<egta Qumta Deei* 
ma uipoOinam. '^ - 

26. LeqioSbxta DbcIma, the sixteenth legion. 

27. Lbgio S£ptima.Dbcima, the seventeenth legion, 
thought t0 be ode of those ihfit suffered in the slaughter of 
Vairus. , % 

2& Lbgio DuojbkvicdssiMA, tlie eighteen^' l^on^ 
another of the legions under Varus* 
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29. Lbgio Undbvxcbsbtma, the nineteenth legion, 
another legion under Varus. 

30. Legio Vicessimai tlie twentieth legion^ called by 
Dio Valeria Victrix. 

31. Legio Una-et-vxcbssima, the twenty-first le- 
gion, sometimes with the addition of Rcgpax. 

32. Legio Duo-et-vicessima, the twenty-second 
legion^ stationed in Germany. 

33. Legio Duo-EX-vicaBssiMA^ another twenty-second 
legion, quartered in £gypt. * 

34. Legio b Classicis, a l^ion formed out of the 
marine soldiers by Vitellius in his last distress, but soon 
received into Vespasian's party, and never more distin- 
guished. 

Such were the names of the legions that occur in Taci- 
tus. Uy from the whole number, we deduct the seven- 
teenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth, which were all cut 
off under Varus, and also the last, formed out of the ma- 
rines by Vitellius, and heard of no more, it will appear, 
that, in the beginning of the ensuing wars, the militaiy 
establishment, exclusive of-^fae forces in Italy, consisted of 
Thirty LiBGIons. Tlieir stations were as follows: 

In Bdtaiin. 

Ttut second, ninth, tvneotietlu 

In Spain. 

The &^ Adjutrix, the sixth, the tentlu 

In Gml 

The first Italic. 

In Ltmer jGenfumy. 

The first, fifth, fifteenth, sixteenth. ' 

In Upper Gemiany. 

The fourth, twenty-fipst, twenty-second. 
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Jh Panmoma. 

The seventh Galbian, the thirteenth^ 
In Dalmatia. 
^ The eleventh, the fourteenth. 

. In Masia. 
The seventh Claudian, the eighth* 

In Syria. 

The third, fourth, sixth, twelfth. 

In Judaa. 

The fifth, tenth, fifteentli. 

In Egypt. 

Hie third, the twenty-second^ 

In Afrka, 

The third. 

That so small a number of legions should be able not 
only to conquer but to keep in subjection the wide extent of 
the Roman world, might be matter of wonder, if we did 
not know the wisdom with which the legions were esta- 
blished, and the military discipline that was, for a number 
of ages, strictly maintained throughout the Roman armies. 
Brotier dbserves, that Marshal Saxe, whose extraordinary 
genius and great experience are universally known, was of 
opinion that France would do well to adopt the system of 
the Roman le^on^, and new-model her armies on that ad- 
mirable plan of discipline. See Mimoires sur rif^fanterie^ 
pu Traits des LSgions^ €uivant VEteempJe de$ cmdenti 
Eovnains, par JH. le Mariohalde Saxe. 

Sectim VIII. 

(a) A number of impostors, at different times, assumed 
the name of Nera See Suetonius^ in Neip. f^ 5*J. 
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Section IX. 

(a) The same tefocity appeared in Nero's countenance 
after he K¥as dead. See Appendix to Annals, xvi. s, IS* ' 

Section X. 

(a) His brother was Vibius Secundus ; a man convicted 
of extortion, Annals, xiv. s. 2d« 

Sectim XI. 

(a) See Annals, xiv.s.29; Suetonius, in Nero. s. 39, 
40. 

' (b) For the excellent character of Vestricius Spurinna, 
see Pliny, lib. ii. epist. 7 5 &ud lib. iii. epist. 1 and 10. 

(c) Juvenal has given a different description of Otho on 
his march, sat, ii. ver. 99. But poetic licence cannot weigh 
against the truth of histoiy. 

Section XII. 

(a) For the maritime Alps, see the Geographical Tabl^ 
at the end of the Eighth Volume ; and see Annals, iprp s* 
32, note (a). 

. Sectim XVIL 

(a) For Sylla's cavalry, see Hist. i. s. 70. 

(fc) The country between the Po and the Alps, compiis* 
ing Piedmont f Mont-forraty the Milanese : the principal 
cities were, Med^lanum, Novcaria, Eporodioy VerceUa, 
See Hist i. s. 70 ; and see the Oeographical Table. 

Section XX; 
{a) Caecina wore the sagum, which was the German 
dress (see the Maimers of the German*, s. 17), a»d the 
JbrocM, or. breeches, which distinguished the Gaub, 
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The southern part of Gaul was called GalUa Narbonenrit, 
and also Braccata. 

Action XXIIL 

(a) This village^ which, according to Cluverius, stood 
at the distance of twenty miles from Cremona^ and is now 
called CanetOy has been rendejped &mou3 by the def(^at of 
Otho, and afterwards, as will be seen in the thijod bpok pf 
t)us History, by that of Vitellius. 

&^<ion XXIV, 

(a) It appears in Suetonius, that the place irhich i^ 
adkd Ca/stmum by Tacitus, was a spot where this Tcynple 
of Castor was buijt; Oiho triJws 9uiclem,.t?!emm 9iad&>cri<* 
has pralUgy apud Jlpes, ckcaque Piacentiom, et ad CaS'* 
tofis (suFPLB Tbmplum) quod hco wnwn e^, vidfp 
Sueton. in Othone, s, 0. It was about twelve miles fit)n^ 
Cremona,^ between the Po and the Addua (now Adda). 

Sectim XXV* 

(a) Epiphanes w&s the son. of Antiochus IV, )dog of 
Commagene, a district of Syria. 

Sectim XXVU. 
(a) Ticinum,/Ja^city built by the TVansalpine Gauls on 
the river l^dnus; ^bich is b^wtiffiljy des^bed by Silius 
Itajienipllifi folbwingliiuef: - 

Cseruleas T^cihus-aiynas et stagna Ti^^ 
P^rspiciiiis senrat tuibari masda fimdo, 
Et nitidum viridi lente txdihk amne liquorem } 
~ Vix credas labi, ripis tarn mitis opacis 
Aigutos inter, volucrum .ceMmina/auitas 
SomnifeAm dudt kcebti gui^g^fympfaun. 

ps Bblix> P0Miop9 lib. iy. ver«M. 
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It may. be lioubted, however, whether this description is 
strictly true. Mr. Addison says, he does not know why the 
poet has represented it as so very gentle and still a river, as 
the bishop of Salisbury ran down with the stream thirty 
infles in an hour, by the telp of but one rower. 

Section XXIX, 

(a) The people of Vienne were obliged to. purchase the 
protection of Valens. Hist. i. s. 66. 

(b) In an aitoy, where all alike from the liighest to the 
towest committed the most violent outrages, the soldiers 
knew no subordination. Guilt, when widely spread, levels 
all distinction. Lucan truly observes, 

Facinus, quos inquinat, squat. 

Pharsajl. lib, v. ver. 2D0. 

Secern XXX. 

(a) Csecina was admired by his soldiers f<Mr those 
- agreeable secondary qualities; which often gain the affisc- • 
tibns of the multitude. Corbulo, the gr^at commander, 
who is so much extolled by Tacitus, united to his supe- 
rior talents the specious trifles that conciliate favour. 
Super eocperientiam sapientiamquey etiam specie inommm 
vaUdus.^ Annals, xiii. s. 8. 

Sec&m XXXI. 

(a) Vitelllus was of ^o sluggish a disposition, tliat he 
seemed to act under' the direction of others, not fix)m the 
impulse of his own mind. 

Section XX3aV. 

(a) It has been already mientioned, that Otho had in his 
urmy two thousand gladiators; a disgraceful expedient, 
says Tai[:itus, but in civil wars adopted by the ablest ge* 
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nerals. Defcrme auxiUum, sed per cwiUa dmtd eiiam m- 
veris ducibus usurpatum^ See this book, s. xi. 

Sectim XXXVII. 

/• 

(a) For tbe conduct of Suetonius Paulinus, and the 
brilliant success of his arms in Britain, see Annals, xiT<» 
from section 29 to 40. 

Sectim XXXVHL . 

(a) Sallust has a similar observation : Naiura mortaUum , 
amda imperii, et praceps ad erplendam animi cupidinem. 
De Bell. Jugurth. s. 6. The sequel of this section, in 
which the progress of the human pasaons and the causes of 
civil commotion are unfolded, has some resemblance to a 
passage in Lucan, which has been quoted in a former note. 

Namque ut opes nimias mundo fbrtuna subacto 

Intulit, &c« 

£t cum consulibus turbanles jura tribunL 

• ****«* Phausal. Ub. i. veM60, 

Sectim XXXIX. 

. (o) Brotier observes, that the place to which the Otho^ 
nians advanced is now called 7br AnzoUni, between the 
rivers OlUo and Dermona. 

Section XL. 

(a) The Addua (now JddaJ &lls into the Po, about six 
. miles to the west of Cremona. 

(b) The taste for show and splendour was so great, that 
none, who, in that age, were what we now call people of 
fiishion, chose to appear on the Appian or Flaminian road^ 
or to make an excursion to their villas, without a train of 
yumidians mounted on the swift horses of their country, 



Digitized by 



Google 



SECOND BOOK OF THE HISTORY. 379 

to ride before their carriages^ and give notice, by a cloud 
of dust, that a great man was on the road. For this fact 
we are indebted to Seneca, who says, Omne$jam sic pere" 
grinaiaury tit Ulos Numidarum prtBcurrat equitatus, atque 
ut agmen cursorum antecedat: turpe esty nuUas esse, qui 
joccurrentes vid dejidanf; qui honestum hominem venire 
magna puhere ostendafit Seneca, epist. 126. 

Section XLII. 

(a) Suetonios expressly says, that Otho, in the last en- 
igagement at Bedriacum, was defeated by a stratagem. 
His soldiers were called but to be present at a general 
pacification, and, in the very act of saluting the Vitelliaa 
army, were suddenly attacked. Sueton. Life of Otho, 
s« 0. 

Section XUXL 

(a) For the twenty-first legion, called Rapax, see this 
Jbook, $• 6, note (c). 

Section XLIV. 
la) In the civil wars no prisoners were made, to be af- 
terwards sold to slavery; and, by consequence, no quarter 
was given. Plutarch, in his account of this battle, de- 
dcribes a most dreadful carnage. See the Life of Otho. ' 

Sectum XLVI. 

(a) We have here a noble sentiment, in direct opposition 
to the jstoic doctrine of suicide. 

Sectum XLVn. 

(a) Tacitus^ has told us, that Otho's mind was not, like 
)ii9body, dissolved in liuqiry. Non erat Othoms motUs et 
fiorpori similis amms. Hist, u s, 22^ His speech upoa 
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- - / 

this Q^omxm ihows that lie ceuld thiDk with digdi^.^ See 
Suetonius, Life ctf OdiOy 8.10. 

Stdtum XLVIIL 
(a) Augustas, Tiberius, and Caligula, were of the Ju- 
lian line; Claudius, and Nero (by adoption), were of the 
Claudian ; Galba was of the house of Servius ; Otho, of 
the Salvian family. 

Seciwa XLIX. 
(a) Thiswas Vergioius Ruftis, who conquered Vjjodex 
in Gaul, and had the moderation to decline the imperial 
dignity when offered to him by due l^pns. See Appen- 
dix to Annals, x?i^ s. 12. 

(6) JJero, in his last distress, fearing that his head 
would be exhibited as a public spectacle, gave directions 
for his funeral.' Otho did the same : though tainted with 
Nero's vices, he closed the scene with dignity. 

(e) Plutarch tells us, that he himself visited Otho's 
tomb at Brixellum. Those perishable materials bave 
long since mouldered away; but the epitaph, written by 
Martial, will never die. The poet admits' that Otho led a 
dissolute life ; but adds, that, in his end, he was no way 
inferior to Cato. 

Dum dubitaret adhuc belli dvilis Enyo, 

Forsitan et posset vincere mollis Otho ; 
Damnavit multo statorum sanguine Martem, 

Et fodit certi pectora nuda manu. 
Sit Cato dum vivit, san^ vel Csesare major; 
Dum moritur, numquid major Othone fuit i 

Lib.vi. epig. 3I« 

Section Ifc 
(a) See Annals, xiii. s. 46 ; Hist. i. s« 13 ; and Sueto- 
niliB and Plutarch* 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



SECOND BOOIC OF THE HISTORY. 381 

(fr) Regium was about £fteen miles from Brixellum, 
where Otha breathed his last, 
(c) See Suetonius^ in Vesp. s. 5., 

Sectim LIII. 

(a) Eprius Marcellus was the inveterate enemy of Paetus 
Thrasea. Anoak^ xvi. s. 22 and 28. ; ^ . 

Section LIV, 

(a) The passports, called Diphmata Othoms^ were 
granted^ for the protection of travellers and messengers. 
See Pliny, lib. x. epist. 14 and 54. 

Section LV. 

(a) The festival of Ceres began on the 19th of Aprit 
See Annak, xv. s. 53. 

^ Sectum LVU. 

(a) For more of Asiaticus, see Suetonius, in Vi^el. 
8. 12, V 

Sectim LVIIL 

(a) For Mauritania, see the Geographical Table at the 
end of the Eighth Volume, 
(fe) • The Straits ^f Gibraltar. 

Section LIX. 

(a) The Arar, now the Soane. See Annab, xiil. s, 55^ 
. {b) For the extreme poverty of Vitellius, see Suet, in 
Vitei.s.7. 

Section LX. 
(a) Caecilius Simpkx was consul when Vitellius, find- 
ing hk affairs utterly ruined, was willing to abdicate. 
Hist. iii. s. 68. For air account of the consuls in the 
course of thk year, see Hist. i. s. 77# tiote (a) 
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Section LXI. 

. (a) The seditious were generally given to be devoured 
by wild beasts. That was deemed the punishment due to 
pernicious citizens. 

SectiiM LXU. 

(a) Whoever desires to know more of Vitellius's glut- 
tony, may find a number of particular instances collected 
by Brotier^ in his 4to edition of Tacitus, Vol. iii. page 
433. 

SectUm LXm. 

(a) This was Lucius Vitellius, whom we have seen with 
the senators at Bononia. This book, s« 54. 

Sectim LXIV. 

(a) Petronia was the first wife of Vltellius. Suet, in 
Vitel. s. 6. 

(b) For Sextilia, the mother of Vitelllus, see Suet in 
Vitel. 8.3. 

(c) See Suetonius in the place last quoted. 

Sectim LXV. 

(a) Lucius Arrantiys was appointed governor of Spain 
by Tiberius, and for ten years after detained at Rome. An-* 

. nak, vi. s.27. 

(b) Trebellius Maximus commanded in Britain, and 
was obliged to save himself by fiight from the fury of th^ 
soldiers. Hist. i. s. 60. 

(c) Fdt: Vettius Bolanus, see the.Life of Agricola, s. 8. 
and 16. 

Sectim LXVI. 

(a) See the Geographical> Table at the end of the 
Eighth Volume, 
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(6) For the Graian Alps, see the Geographical Table at- 
the eM of the Eighth Volume. 

Section LXIX. 

(o) The foreign war was with the Batavians, under Civi- 
lisj the domestic, with Vespasian. 

Section LXX. 
(o) TUs was the 24th of May. 

Section LXXI. 

(a) Valehs and Csecina entered on their joint consulship 
on the kalends of November. See Hist. i. s. 77» ^^^ ^^^^ 

(a). 

(b) Martius Macer commanded Otho's gladiators on the 
banks of the Po. This book, s. 95. 

Sectim LXXII. 

(a) Sulpicius Camerinus and his son were put to death 
by order of Helius, Nero's freedman, A. U. C. 8fi0. See 
the Appendix to Annals, xvi. s. 9. 

(6) The slaves were condemned to suffer death on a 
cross. 

Sectim LXXIV. 
(a) Vespasian's two sons, Titus and Domitian. ' 

' Section LXXV. 
(a) Furius Camillus Scribonianus raised a rebellion in 
Palmatia, in the reign of Claudius, and was soon after 
Wain, A. U. C. 7^5. 

SedUm LXXVI. 
(a) Corbulo was put to death by Nero. See Appendix 
to Annab, xvi, a. IL 
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{(i) In the reign of Claudius, Vespasian had obtatned 
triumphal ornaments for hi» conduct in Britain. Suet* in 
Vesp. s. 4. 

(b) Titus had served in the rank of military tribune in 
Britain as well as Germany, and gave early proofs of the 
modest merit that distingUBhed his character. Suet, in 
Tito, s. 4. 

Section LXXVni. 

(a) For a number of oracles and prodigies, sec Suet, in 
Vesp. s. 5 and 7» 

(6) For Mount Carmel, see the Geographical Table at, 
the end of the Eighth Volume. 

Section LXXX. 

(a) In this passage Tacitus, perhaps, had his eye upon 
the character of Scipio, as drawn by Livy, Fuit enim 
SdpiOf wmteris tanttim virtutibus mtrabilis^ sed arte qua^ 
dam abjuventd in ostentationem earum compositus. Livy, 
lib. xxvi. s. 19. 

Section LXXXI. 

(a) Sohemus^ king of the country called Sophene^ 
Annals, xiii. s. 7« Antiochus, king of, Commagene* 
Annab, xii. s. 55. Agrippa IL king of part of Judsea. 
Annals, xiii. s. 7* Berenice, sister to^ Agrippa, famous for 
her love of Titus. See Appendix to Hist. v. 

(6) For Berytus, see the Geographical Table at the end 
ofthe Eighth Volume. 

Section LXXXII. 

(a) 'For the conduct of Titus, and the pfogrcss of hii 
arms against the Jews, see Appendix jto Hbt v. s. 2U 
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SBetkm hKXKlY. 

(a) Vespasian, in the height of his p6\^ef, did notscrtt* 
pie tb raise lafge stuns of money by severe exactions j tut 
tbc apology 'tor Ms avarice w^s thfc liberal spirit wJtli 
which hd'idofned ftotfid afrd Italy ^Ifh gmnd and usdul 
works. See Suet* in Vesp. s; irf. 

{0t) V<ft Apnmiuss Sataniitiufi aiid Tertiaii JnUiifKU^ lee 

, Seetkm LXXXVI, 

(<i) PrittktM Atitoiifiu^9 notr Ate leader of Vespddan^s hr- 
juies, iva» fentterly (t^iMcied 6< ^Attmioa. 9cf6 Ahnals^ 
tJt. d« 18. 

Section LXXXIX. 
(a) Vitellius*s mother, Sextilia. See this book. s. 64. 

— Seeti&n ifcl. 

(a> Tfce defeat ftt Cremera, a river in Tiiseany (tum Xm 
r«fed;,'wt»A;F. C. 377. At Affla(i5tt>w tdtfem^di Ca^ 
tinoj the Roman army was pu< to. the sword by the Gaol8J| 
fWndet* Bi^iimisj.A. IJ.* C. SM. The slaiaghtef w^d. so 
l^eftt, fbat. tKe day on whieh it haf)^neld fDie^ AtUemkJ 
was marked as unlucky in the calendar, and, accordiii^ Xb 
CicbrOy thougtit more fiittil ibAXk that on whidH the city of 
Hdine wa9 is^^n. 

(^The ^bsettiUies in; which the coxMte were civttte^ 
m Hd^vition^ed; by Sue1bm«&, in titA. s. 11. F^r ^ 
manner in which that business was cpnducted by tbis^ tfdP 
peror Trajan, see Pliny's Panegyric, s. 63. 

(c) Vitellius^ in the time of Nero, passed his time 
yoL. r. 2 c 
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among pantomime-aetor^ charioteen^ and wrestlers. Suet, 
in ViteL ». 4 and 12. ; * , 

(d) Helvidius Priacus; often mentioned. Annals, xii* 
xiii. xvi.; and life of Agricola, s^ % note (a). 

(e) Paetus Thrasea, Annals, xir. 8. 12; xvi, s» 21; 
Appendix to Ann^, xvi. s. 1. 

SectUmXCm. 

(a) The lands round the Vatican were covered with stag- 
nated water, and the air, of course, was unwholesome^ 
St Peter's church stands there at present ; but Brotier says 
the cardinals never reside in that quarter. 

{h) .Before the augmentation, the praetorian cohorts 
(that is, those that were encamped near Rome) were onlj 
nine ; the city-guard consisted of three, called Cohorie$ 
Vrban<s. Annals, iv. s. 5. 

Sectim XCV. . 

(a) The birth-day of Vitellius is left uncertain. Sueto« 
nius, in Vitel. s. 3, say^ it was the eighth of the calends 
pf .Q^berj or, according to others, the seventh of the ides 
of Septesiber, in the consulship of Drusus Ciesar.^d Nor* 
bmius Fl^ecus, A. U, C. 768. 

' (^' All order of prie^ was established by Romulus in bor» 
noUr of Tatius the Sabine king, A. U. £. 7* Annab^ v 
•.54w . , 

. (e) , MUci^nUs was the active ^ partisan of Vespasian (this 
book, s. 76). Eprius Marcellus, a num who raised himselC 
by.iMs flagiUowrd^^ (Atin^Is, xvi. s. 2B\ was the favourite 
muiifter upder.Vespasian. See the Dialogue concerning 
Qr«UHt#3.a, 
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Sectum XCVn. 

(a) Hordeonius Flaccus was appointed by Galba to^the 
command on the Upper Rhine, in the loom of Verginius 
I^ufus« See Appendix to Annals, xvi. s. 12. , 

(b) For the war in which Flaccus was engaged with Ci- 
▼ilis, the Batavian chie^ see Hbt. iv. s. 18. 

(c) Suetonius gives a different account of Vespasian's ad- 
ministration in Africa. In Vesp« s. 4. 

Sectum XCVIII. 

(a) For the Pannonian Alps, see the Geographical Ta- 
ble at the end of the Eighth Volume.^ 

- Section C. 

(a) Brotier thinks that there is a mistake in the text. 
The fourteenth legion, he observes,. stood firm for Otho^ 
and, for that reason. Was sent into Britain* But perhaps 
the Veterans, who had served their time, and were still re- 
tained in the service, were left in Italy. 

(b) F»r Hostilia, see the Geographical Table at the end 
of the Eighth Volume. 

Sectum CI. 
(a) That fe, during the reigns of Vespasian, Titus^ and 
Domitian, the last of the Flavian line. 
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